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blood h a s b e e n b l u e for n ine cen tu r i e s , 
m a d l y in love w i t h a r e n o w n e d b u l l ­
fighter. B e c a u s e h e r e lder ly h u s b a n d 
is still a l ive, a n d b e c a u s e t h e C h u r c h 
w h e r e i n she took h e r m a r r i a g e v o w s 
is a " l iv ing t h i n g " to he r , s h e does no t 
a l low h e r torero so m u c h as a b r o t h e r ­
ly kiss . T h e D u k e conven ien t ly d ies 
of h i s E u r o p e a n vices a n d t h e D u c h e s s 
a r r a n g e s to m a r r y h e r bu l l - f igh te r— 
in t h e l iv ing C h u r c h again , "so as no t 
to shock the s e r v a n t s . " B y th i s t ime 
any r e spec tab le S p a n i s h s e r v a n t s 
w o u l d b e a l r eady d e a d of shock. 
Before t he w e d d i n g can t a k e place, 
h o w e v e r , t h e torero is m u r d e r e d b y 
the Duchess ' s cousin, t h e M a r q u i s of 
Vil la lba: not , as m i g h t b e t h o u g h t , to 
save t he family h o n o r b u t to c r ea t e 
such a s t i r t h r o u g h o u t M a d r i d as wil l 
s p r e a d e v e n to t h e cus tod ians in t h e 
P r a d o , t h u s enab l ing h e r o B o u r n e 
to s teal u n m o l e s t e d Goya ' s famous 
"Dos de Mayo." F o r sad to say, t h e 
noble M a r q u i s is a thief as we l l a n d 
h a s only himself to t h a n k w h e n the 
D u c h e s s b a t t e r s in h i s skul l w i th a 
poke r . T h e r e v e n g e th i s sp i r i t ed lady 
t h e n t akes on h e r o B o u r n e could 
h a r d l y h a v e b e e n i m p r o v e d on by one 
of t h e Borg ias . 

Mr . C o n d o n can also b e funny w h e n 
h e m e a n s to be . B u t t h e unconsc ious 
efforts r ema in , for m e , t h e bes t . 

— H O N O R TRACY. 

LOBOTOMIST: T h e rea l h e r o of "Day­
b reak" ( D o u b l e d a y , $3.95), F r a n k G. 
S l augh te r ' s t w e n t y - f o u r t h novel , is 
r e s e r p i n e — t h e d r u g w h i c h h a s p r o v e d 
so helpful in t h e a l lev ia t ion of e m o ­
t ional d i so rders . D r . J a m e s Corwin , 
the nove l ' s h u m a n pro tagonis t , is a 
n e u r o - s u r g e o n w h o s e spec ia l ty is jiffy 
frontal lobotomies . A l w a y s d u b i o u s of 
t h e m o r a l impl ica t ions of h i s spec ia l i ­
zat ion, C o r w i n is i n t r i g u e d b y t h e 
a l t e rna t ive p r e s e n t e d b y r e s e r p i n e 
(which h e h a s b e e n t a k i n g as an a n t i ­
dote to h y p e r t e n s i o n ) . T h e d r u g is 
sti l l in i ts e x p e r i m e n t a l s t ages a n d 
C o r w i n w a n t s to r u n a cl inical tes t 
at L e y d e n , t he s t a t e ins t i tu t ion w h e r e 
he is a r e s i d e n t phys ic ian . A t th is 
po in t " D a y b r e a k " deve lops its ma jo r 
conflict: t h e s u r g e o n ' s p ro jec t r u n s 
coun te r to t h e ph i losophy of t h e h o s ­
pi tal ' s po l i t i c a l l y -minded d i rec tor , 
w h o p re fe r s to o p e r a t e t h e a s y l u m 
l ike a profi table pr i son . 

Co rwin ' s I'ace to out f lank h i s chief 
by m e a n s of a c ra sh p r o g r a m u n d e r ­
l ines t he d r a m a i n h e r e n t in t he use 
of t he n e w d rug , a n d m a k e s exc i t ing 
read ing . A n in t r igu ing founda t ion of 
rea l i sm is g iven t h e nove l b y D r . 
S l augh te r ' s ins ights in to t h e m a r r i a g e 
of poli t ics a n d m e d i c i n e a t a s t a t e h o s ­
pi tal ; and a love affair b e t w e e n t h e 
good doctor a n d one of h i s c u r a b l e s 
shou ld e n h a n c e t h e b o o k ' s p o p u l a r i t y . 

— M A R T I N L E V I N . 

The Criminal Record 
Title am) Author Crime, Place, and Sleuth Summing Up 

AFFAIR AT 
HELENS COURT 

Carol Carnac 
(Crime Club: $2.95) 

Mystery man with Yank ac­
cent dies in swank English 
nursing home: good Yard-
ers dig up bones of 1930 
felony. 

Insp. Julian Rivers lively 
and literate as ever: med­
ics are strong focus of 
attention: pace good to 
hot. 

THE BRIGHT 
ROAD TO FEAR 

Richard Martin Stern 
(Ballantine: $2.95) 

Deported racketeers seek to 
establish empire on Italian 
coast; native U. S. lad. son 
of immigrants, has critical 
mission. 

Chapterless yarn; formula 
production partially saved 
by pro handling; some 
characters well drawn. 

PILGRIM AT THE 
GATE 

Desmond Corf 
(Washburn: $2.95) 

Veteran of Nazi camps de-
\elops ingenious revenge 
scheme, several die in proc­
ess: Berlin, Cracow, centers 
of action. 

THE DOOMSTERS 
Ross MacDonald 
(Knopf: $2.95) 

Lew Archer, S. Calif, eye, 
takes snake-pit fugitive as 
client; old citrus-belt fam­
ily disintegrates, some mem­
bers violently. 

Lecherous sheriff among 
generally unpleasant per­
sonnel, also various physi­
cians, nurses, social work­
ers. 

THE CASE OF THE 
RUSSIAN CROSS 
Christopher Bush 

(Macmillan: $2.95) 

Ludovic Travers, London 
eye. takes on blackmail re­
search that sprouts remark­
able ramifications: murders 
bring Yard in. 

THE CATALYST 
Kenneth Lowe 

(Crime Club: $2.95) 

Alger hero returns to home 
town (Chicago exurbia), 
pops question to gal friend; 
corpses develop. 

Course of true love fails 
to run smooth; lawyer 
and prospective sister-in-
law are problems. 

THE WOMAN IN 
THE WOODS 
Lee Blackstock 

(Crime Club: $2.95) 

English school lads discover 
skeleton wearing one shoe; 
village life severely dis­
turbed: ill child is key 
character. 

VIOLENT HOURS 
Robert Walsh 
(Signet: 25< )̂ 

Roving newspaperman hits 
Texas town during political 
crisis: wild doings ensue; 
characters highly perishable. 

BLIND DATE 
Lei^h Howard 
(S&S: $2.95) 

London newshawk, plan­
ning tryst with nameless 
inamorata, runs into cloud 
of cops and deep trouble. 

THE EIGHTH MRS. 
BLUEBEARD 

Hillary Waii^h 
(Crime Club: $2.95) 

N.Y. insurance chief evolves 
plot to snare killer-for-profit 
of seven successive wives. 

THE ALINGTON 
INHERITANCE 

Patricia Wentworth 
(Lippincott: $2.95) 

English heiress in jeopardy 
as snares are laid, but aging 
Maud Silver and Insp. Frank 
Abbott are not idle. 

Author's 57th is (as fre­
quently) one of those es­
tate jobs (missing papers, 
etc.): violence finally 
flares at page 122. 

THE BLONDE IN 
BLACK 

Ben Benson 
(Mill-Morrow: 

$2.95) 

Mass. songbird on spot as 
bullet fells recording ty­
coon; Wade Paris of state 
cops solves case in single 
night. 

PEOPLE WILL 
TALK 

£. C. R. Lorac 
(Crime Club: $2.95) 

Elderly English female nov­
elist disappears: good local 
cops sift it, round up three 
corpses. 

INVITATION TO 
VIOLENCE 

Lionel White 
(Dutton: $2.95) 

Long Island actuary, driv­
ing home from poker se­
ance: runs into tail end of 
big gem stick-up. 

Innocent-bystander role 
interests both cops and 
mob's brain; two gals 
worry: some careless writ­
ing. 

THE FINISHING 
STROKE 

Ellery Queen 
(S&S: $3.50) 

EQ's second case opens 
1905. is solved 1957; main 
action 1929-30 in West­
chester County manor; two 
die, but who? 

Verdict 

Smooth 
job. 

Conven­
tional. 

Complete chess game Unusual; 
played (moves given); not too 
atmosphere abounds; some effective, 
long speeches: poetry 
quoted; pace variable. 

Medium. 

Author's 50th is usual Detection 
solid and convincing job; all the 
holds up well despite way. 
huge population; pace 
excellent. 

Plus 
mark. 

Much conversation (some For that 
of it very pleasant); local slow 
color good; characters boat to 
well drawn in main: pace China. 
leisurely. 

Much alcohol consumed. More 
especially by law-enforce- outline 
raent section; local boss than 
(and others) unconvinc- story, 
ing. 

Most of yarn is devoted Real 
to high-grade verbal spar- tingler 
ring between hero and all the 
Insp. Northam. -way. 

Jack Graham of sales staff He's 
plays eye, along with real beaten 
op. and beautiful bait. this. 

Leis­
urely. 

Formula job involves He's done 
much Q&A; climax pre- better, 
dictable; disk-jockey's mo­
dus operandi interesting. 

Scenery includes North High 
Country, Wales, Italy; grade, 
cast huge but well man­
aged; snappy tempo. 

Medium. 

Excellent period-piece; Neat 
cast large but nicely han- baffler, 
died: SR plays part; gim­
micks all over, but they 
add to fun. 

—SERGEANT CUFF. 
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WAR 

Diary of Death 

"•ISotes from the Warsaw Ghetlo: 
The Journal of Emmanuel Ringel-
blum," edited and translated by 
Jacob Sloan (McGraw-Hill. 369 pp. 
$5.95), is the prototype for John Her-
sey's novel "The Wall." Reviewer 
Henriette Roosenburg wrote "The 
Walls Came Tumbling Down." 

By Henr ie t te Roosenburg 

WHEN in September, 1946, the 
rubble of what had once been 

the Warsaw ghetto was being cleared, 
workmen found a plastic milk con­
tainer crammed with what at first 
seemed to be personal letters. On 
further examination, however, they 
turned out to be a careful, chrono­
logical collection of notes on some of 
the most horrible years in human 
history: the years of the gradual, 
grinding extermination of the Polish 
Jews by the Nazis. "Notes from the 
Warsaw Ghetto" should be read by 
all those who have never quite be ­
lieved that these things happened, 
and by all those who are unable to 
imagine what it means to live for 
years a daily life of fear and dread 
and hunger, of seeing children being 
packed into sealed cars to be taken 
to the gas chambers, of seeing thou­
sands of adults killed in the streets. 

The "Notes" are not a diary in the 
accepted sense of the word. They are 
almost totally impersonal and more 
often than not their author contents 
himself with jotting down the facts 
and refraining from comment. Rather, 
they are like a voluminous bundle of 
research an historian might collect 
before writing a scholarly work, and 
in a way that is what happened. 

Emmanuel Ringelblum, the author 
of these "Notes," was a teacher of 
history and a trained archivist, who 
realized from the very beginning of 
the war (which also meant the begin­
ning of the systematic persecution and 
extermination of Jews) that a col­
lective record of these times had to 
be kept for posterity. In an intro­
duction to the "Notes," Jacob Sloan 
explains how Ringelblum gathered a 
staff around him, how he kept in 
touch with other Jewish communities 
throughout Poland, how they kept 
working under the steadily deteri­
orating circumstances, writing weekly 

and monthly summaries, piecing to­
gether their information, and finally, 
tragically, caching their handiwork 
deep under the ruins of the ghetto, 
just before the 1944 Warsaw uprising. 
These archives, together with the 
"Notes," have also been found. They 
survived the archivist: on March 7, 
1944, Emmanuel Ringelblum, his 
twelve-year-old son, and his wife 
were killed by the Nazis after their 
last hideout, a cellar under the rub­
ble, had been discovered. Several 
times Ringelblum had been offered 
outside help to escape, but he refused 
to leave his people and his archives, 
which by then he considered his life's 
work. The last entry in the "Notes" 
tells about the ingenious, but often 
subhuman and degrading ways by 
which a handful of Jews managed to 
conceal themselves in sewers, cellars, 
and walled-ofi holes. The afccount 
ends: ". . . but the populace is afraid 
that at the crucial, terrifying mo­
ment the Germans will discover some 
clever way of turning to nought all 
our efforts at self-rescue. Whether 
this is true or not, only the future 
will tell." The future has told—and 
we all owe a deep debt of gratitude to 
Emmanuel Ringelblum. 

Bloody Blackmail 

"Desperate Mission," by Joel 
Brand as told to Alex Weissberg 
(translated by Constantine FitzGibbon 
and Andrew Foster-Melliar; Criterion. 
310 pp. $4.95), is a factual account of 
the enslavement and extermination of 
Hungary's half-million Jews. Tibor 
Koeves, who reviews the book, was 
formerly editor of U.N. World. 

By Tibor Koeves 

THIS is the story of one of Fascism's 
most abject and most tragic side­

shows: the entrapment and extermi­
nation of half a million Hungarian 
Jews during the last years of World 
War II. The terrible climax of the 
story, the torture, gassing, and crema­
tion of hundreds of thousands of men 
and women innocent of any crime is 
a black fact of this century. If many 
details still remain obscure and puz­
zling it is because a lack of documents 
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"The book is dynamite." 

—Gerald W. Johnsan 

THE 

UNFINISHED 
STORY OF 

ALGER HISS 
FRED J. COOK 

Catlierine Drinker Bowen: "More than 
ever I am sure that Hiss had not a fair 
trial and was never proved guilty." 

W. G. Rogers (Associated Press): 
"In truth no book yet, including 
Hiss' own, has asked the old disturb­
ing questions so cogently." 

Gerald W. Johnson: "I read it with 
mounting alarm. Hiss and Chambers 
are now subsidiary figures. What is 
under suspicion is the American sys­
tem of administration of justice; if 
that has gone rotten, the damage 
that any traitor can do is small by 
comparison." 

Gerald Griffin (Baltimore Sun): "A 
newspaper man's analysis, easy to 
read and deftly done, which finishes 
up with an explosive suggestion." 

Paul Hyde Bonner: "He has helped 
to get the thing in focus, more in fact 
than Chambers, or Lord Jowitt, or 
Hiss himself." 

Ed Olwin (St. Paul Dispatch): "A 
'whodunit' unexcelled, except that 
the mystery remains a mystery and 
breeds mysteries." 

Emerson Price (Cleveland Press): 
"The book is of such importance 
that I now make a special plea that 
you read it. Buy it, beg it, borrow 
it—but do not miss it." 

At all bookstores, $3.50 
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