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From "The Swineherd.' 

is retold in this attractive picture book 
for younger children, and illustrated 
vdth drawings in color which capture 
the robust flavor of the tale and its 
time. Barbara Cooney adapts "The 
Nun's Priest's Tale" from the "Can
terbury Tales" and tells the story so 
clearly in her illustrations, as well as 
text, that even those who cannot yet 
read will learn its moral: that it is 
best not to place one's trust in flattery. 

—M. C. 

THE LEGEND OF BEFANA. By Henry 
Chafetz. Illustrated hy Ronni Solbert. 
Houghton Mifflin. $2.75. On Twelfth 
Night, in Italy, Befana and her donkey 
go from door to door giving gifts to 
all the good children and stones and 
charcoal to the naughty ones. Befana 
is the Italian counterpart of St. Nich
olas and Santa Claus, and this little 
story tells who she was and whence 
she came, though no one has ever seen 
her. 

The retelling of this old legend is 
rhythmical and reads aloud well. The 
attractive crayon and ' ink drawings 
are in black and soft shades of coral 
and brown. —A. B. 

GERMAN HERO-SAGAS AND FOLK-TALES. 

Retold by Barbara Leonie Picard. 
Illustrated by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. 
Walck. $3.50. The Oxford Myths and 
Legends series has already known 
Miss Picard's competent hand with 
ti'aditional stories in her retellings for 
the "French Legends, Tales and Fairy 
Stories" volume. The Germanic tales 
in this present collection benefit 
equally from her very real feeling for 
the words of folk literature. The lan
guage she uses to write of Gudrun and 
Siegfried is commensurate with the 
Teutonic heroes and their deeds of 
might. 

In telling the stories of Till Eulen-
spiegel, the mouse-tower on the Rhine, 
Reineke Fox, and the rat-catcher of 
Hamelin her style is economical, her 
folk idiom strong, and her humor bois
terous. The black-and-white line 
drawings effectively interpret the 

mood of the stories; tho.»e in tones of 
gray and terra cottd are too cool and 
stylized for lusty folklore. 

—E. S. R. 

LORETTA MASON POTTS. By Mary Chase. 
Illustrations by Harold Berson. Lip-
pincott. $3.50. Mary Chase has written 
a story with her own brand of whim
sical fantasy. Loretta Mason Potts is 
described as a bad girl when her 
brother Colin, aged ten, first hears 
about her. She is the eldest of the 
Mason children. When she was five 
years old, she elected to live with the 
Potts family near the hill where the 
magic which charmed her had its 
source—a bridge and a castle with two 
tiny inhabitants who flatter her when 
she is bad. 

How Colin sets about to find Loretta 
and how the entire family is drawn in
to the spell of this world behind the 
hill, and nearly meets its end, provide 
the fascinating incidents and suspense 
for a lively and amusing story which 
ends well. —M. C. 

POETRY AND ART 

OUNCE DICE TRICE. By Alastair Reid. Il
lustrated by Ben Shahn. Little, Brown. 
$3.50. Originally published as a chil
dren's book, this is now being pro
moted by the publishers as a book for 
adults as well. Actually it is for any
one of any age who finds pleasure in 
words and word sounds. Alastair Reid, 
a poet, comes naturally to such pleas
ure and has compiled from his note
book a unique and entertaining collec
tion of odd words, forgotten words, 
"light" and "heavy" words, real and 
fabricated words. There are names foi 

NAMES FOR WHALES 

cats, whales, insects, and other crea
tures and conditions, and some de
lightfully apt sets of words the author 
has invented for the numbers one to 
ten. 

The humor, the Imaginative whimsi
cality, the play with sound, and the 
strikingly appropriate Ben Shahn il
lustrations all make this a book adults 
can enjoy with children. 

— L I L L I A N MORRISON. 

I WENT TO THE ANIMAL FAIR: A Book ol 
Animal Poems. Selected by William 
Cole. Illustrated by Colette Rosselli. 
World. $2.75. Last year William Cole 
gave us "Story Poems New and Old," 
a delightful anthology of old favorites, 
ballads, and lesser-known poems; this 
year he offers small children a treat 
v»fith "I Went to the Animal Fair." The 
title poem, an amusing nonsense song 
familiar to many adults, has hereto
fore been available in only one an
thology for children. Other verses in 
the collection range from Emily Dick
inson and John Keats to Laura Rich
ards and Edward Lear. 

In her first book for children pub
lished in America, Colette Rosselli, the 
illustrator, adds her full measure of 
laughter to a collection which prom
ises fun for the entire family. 

—H. A. M. 

THE SPACE CHILD'S MOTHER GOOSE. By 

Frederick Winsor. Illustrated by Ma
rian Parry. Simon & Schuster. $3.50. 
In parodies of the old familiar nursery 
rhymes, Mr. Winsor uses the latest 
vocabulary of space physics, higher 
mathematics, and other modern sci
ences to give us a delightfully clever 
spoof on our times. Not only will the 
science-minded boys and girls chuckle 
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at the rhymes but hterate teen-agers 
in general, aware of developments in 
the space age as they all are, will also 
find them funny. Fine-lined drawings 
full of humorous detail convey the 
spirit of the text. —L. M. 

BLESS THIS DAY: A Book of Prayer for 

Children. Compiled hy Elfrida Vipont. 
Illustrated hy Harold Jones. Harcourt, 
Brace. $3.25. This book of prayers 
draws from the entire Chi'istian litera
ture for its material. It is a fine collec
tion of familiar and not so familiar 
prayers and graces for every occasion, 
ranging from the Bible onwards and 
including some of the best English 
poets. 

The whole air of the book is 
contemplative and reverent; many of 
the prayers could be used by any r e 
ligious sect. One is delighted to dis
cover favorite lines included from 
Blake, Rossetti, and other choice 
pieces like Herrick's "Here a little 
child I stand . . ." Harold Jones's 
drawings in color and black-and-
white border every page and are full 
of appropriate detail. 

A satisfactory book recommended 
for the entire family. —M. C. 

A GALLERY OF MOTHERS AND THEIR CHIL
DREN. Text by Marian King. Lippin-
cott. $3. Miss King has chosen twenty-
nine pictures of mothers and their 
children from galleries all over the 
United States to make this book. There 
are Venetian and Florentine mothers, 
Flemish and Dutch, British, French, 
and Spanish, and Americans from the 
colonial mothers of Stuai't, Sully, and 
Benjamin West to the modern mothers 
of Gari Melchers and George Bellows. 
Each full-page picture is accompanied 
by a description, often with its his
torical and social background, a brief 
biographical sketch of the artist, such 
information as size and date of the 
painting, the medium used, and its 
location. 

This can be used nicely with Miss 
King's "Gallery of Children." 

—F. L. S. 

DURER: A Biography. By Elizabeth Rip
ley. With paintings, etchings, and 
drawings by Alhrecht Dilrer. Lippin-
cott. $3. Mrs. Ripley adds this biogra
phy of Alhrecht DUrer to the very fine 
ones she has done of Goya, Leonardo 
da Vinci, Michelangelo. Rembrant, and 
Vincent van Gogh. As in these others, 
she relates the events of the artist's 
life to his works, thus making of the 
chronological listing and description 
of his paintings and engravings a rec
ord of his life. The book is profusely 
illustrated with full-page, excellent 
reproductions in black-and-white of 
thirty-three of Diirer's pictures. 

—F. L. S. 

and Girls from 
For Boys 

Foi~ Christmas, give a child 

MARY ALICE JONES'^ 
delightful new book about Christmas... 

Tell Me About 
Christmas 

FAMED for her ability to bring to 
small children an understanding and 

appreciation of religious truths, Mary 
Alice Jones here brings them the true and 
beautiful meaning of Christmas. Answer
ing children's natural questions about 
Christmas through simple, storylike text 
built around happy family activities, she 
presents Christmas as a way of life based 
upon the celebration of Christ's birth. Tell 
Me About Christmas is a wonderful book 
every home needs in preparing for the 
Christmas season, for reading pleasure 
throughout the year, and as a superb gift 
to relatives and friends. Ages 4 to 9. $2.50 

j\lc]Vally 

Illustrated by Marjorie Cooper 

Mary Alice Jones' other "Tell 
Me" books—outstanding gifts 

TELL ME ABOUT HEAVEN 
TELL ME ABOUT JESUS 

TELL ME ABOUT PRAYER 
TELL ME ABOUT GOD 

TELL ME ABOUT THE BIBLE 
$2.50 each 
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A charming animal story... 

rphan, A RACCOON 
by ERA ZISTEL Illustrated by Seymour Fleishman 

A SATURDAY EVENING POST Writer tells this immensely 
satisfying tale with understanding and tenderness. She 

weaves humor, adventure:, tragedy and inspiration into the 
personality of a delightful little animal of amazing capacity. 
Children have seldom been offered such an affectionate, 
charming, completely enjoyable story and deeply rewarding 
experience. Ages 10 up. |2.50 

MIsMu. 
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Excitement and intrigue in Revolutionary days... 

A Spy in Old Philadelphia 
by ANNE EMERY 

Illustrated hy H. B. Vestal 

ANNE EMERY, author of 18 successful teen-age books, 
here tells for younger boys and girls an authentic and 

exciting story of the Revolution and of Philadelphia in 
Revolutionary times. A spy for Washington, battles, and 
skirmishes are part of this rousing story and realistic pic
ture of life in the 1770's. Ages 8 to 12. $2.95 
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At all booksellers RAND M9NALLY & COMPANY 
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HOW-TO-DO-IT BOOKS 
PAGES, PICTURES, AND PRINT: A Book in 
thu Making. Written and illustrated hy 
Joanna Foster. Harcourt, Brace. $2.95, 
Miss Foster, who has had experience 
in publishing houses, takes the novice 
author through all the steps in mak
ing a book—from the idea to the fin
ished product. Each process in the 
handling of a manuscript—the edi
torial assistance, the design of the 
book, the illustrations, the printing, 
binding, and sales promotion—is de
scribed and illustrated. A very useful 
book for all people who are inter
ested in writing, producing, and work
ing with books. —F. L. S. 

YOUNG DANCER'S CAREER BOOK. By 

Regina J. Woody. Draioings hy Arline 
K. Thomson and illustrated with 
photographs. Dutton. $3.50. Out of 
her own experience Mrs. Woody be
gins this book with a warning that to 
be a dancer takes more than talent 
and interest, that a young person 
must dedicate his life to study. She 
then discusses dancing teachers and 
schools, what it is to be a "profes
sional child," the choice between col
lege and a career and the possibilities 
of combining them, performance oi 
other ways to use training, and the 

sei'vice aspect of dancing in dance 
therapy. 

Line drawings and photography il
lustrate the book, and an index and 
bibliography add to its reference use. 

—F. L. S. 

CHESS FOR CHILDREN. By Fred Reinfeld. 
Sterling. $2.50. This handbook of 
chess for the beginner is attractively 
illustrated with diagrams and photo
graphs. Each piece is described and 
the rules that govern its play are 
stated. Starting with easy moves 
progressively difficult plays are ex
plained with accompanying diagrams, 
and the offensive and defensive moves 
listed. —F. L. S. 

These books look 
good enough to read! 

SIMBA OF THE WHITE MANE 
By JoCELYN ARUNDEL. Uhististed by W E S L E Y DEN.NIS. 

An exciting, authentic story of the big game country of 
Africa by a writer and illustrator who were there re
cently on safari. Youngsters will thrill to the exploits of 
Toki, the small African boy who gets lost from a safari 
and comes upon Simba, great lion of the white mane. 

Ages 8-12 $2.95 

SCAT, THE WITCH'S CAT 
By GERALDINE ROSS. Pictmes in three colors 
by Kurt Werth . All about a witch who lives 
with a wonderful array of animals that will 
delight youngsters, especially the thinly flat 
cat named Scat. Ages 4-8 $2.00* 

DANNY DUNN AND THE 
HOMEWORK MACHINE 

By JAY W I L L I A M S and RAYMOND ABEASHKIN. 

Pictures by Ezra Jack Keats. Danny, his good 
friend Joe and their new friend Irene have 
great fun in this tale. Ages 8-12 $2.95 

FOOTBALL FOR YOUNG CHAMPIONS 
By ROBERT J. ANTONACCI and JENE BARR. 

Ulustiated by Rus Anderson. A complete 
football handbook by the authors of Baseball 
for Young Champions. Ages 8-12 $2.95 

TWO FOR THE FAIR 
By W I L L I A M MACKELLAR, author of W e e 

Joseph. Pictures by Nora S. Unwin. Only a 
miracle can get Gavin's grandfather to the 
fair, but the faith of a Scotch boy and the 
wisdom of an old "witch" are not to be 
taken lightly. Ages 8-12 $2.50 

THE RED DRUM'S WARNING 
By W I L L I S LINDQUIST. Pictures by Harper 
Johnson. Haiti, turbulent land of mystery 
and voodoo drums, is the setting for this 
brisk adventure tale. Ages 8-12 $2.75 

SEND FOR JOHNNY DANGER 
By M. E. PATCHETT. The amazing adven
tures of Captain Danger and his crew on 
the first rocket trip to the moon. 

Teen ages $2.50 
Send for free catalog 
Library edition available 

Now at) OUT bookstore 

WHITTLESEY HOUSE - McGRAW-HILL 

—From "Young Dancer's Career Book." 

PAPER, INK AND ROLLER: Print-making for 
Beginners. By Harvey Weiss. Young 
Scott Books. $3.50. How to make 
simple press prints, transfers prints, 
potato prints, stencils, linoleum prints, 
and cardboard prints is clearly de
scribed, and silk screen printing, li
thographing, engraving, and etching 
are briefly discussed. This handsome
ly designed and printed book is a per
fect example of its subject matter, and 
is a companion volume to Mr. Weiss's 
"Clay, Wood, and Wire." 

—F. L. S. 

ART IS EVERYWHERE. Written and illus
trated hy Leonard Kessler. Dodd, 
Mead. $3.50. Mr. Kessler writes about 
materials, equipment, ideas, and tech
niques, hoping that these suggestions 
will act as springboards for the 
reader's own ideas, but he does not 
mean for them to be copied or thought 
of as absolutely correct ways of think
ing and doing. 

This is a book designed to awaken 
and stimulate the latent art interest of 
the lay reader rather than the artist. 
Mr. Kessler has illustrated his book 
with many drawings in full color. 

—A. B. 

BETTER FOOTBALL FOR BOYS. By David C. 
Cooke. Dodd, Mead. $2.50. THE FIRST 
BOOK OF FOOTBALL. By Don Schiffer. 
Illustrated hy Ldszlo Roth. Watts. 
$1.95. FOOTBALL FOR YOUNG CHAMPIONS. 
By Rohert J. Antonacci and Jene 
Barr. Illustrated hy Rus Anderson. 
Whittlesey House. $2.95, These three 
books on football for young boys will 
serve as guides to them as they begin 
to play, and as informational books 
for those on the sidelines who should 
understand what they are watching. 
Diagrams for formations and how to 
play the various positions are illus
trated by drawings in "The First 
Book of Football" and "Football for 
Young Champions," and by photo
graphs in "Better Football for Boys." 
Safety precautions, rules, and the 
spirit of team work are included, and 
all three books exhibit a fine feeling 
for the value of sports to the partici
pants and the spectators. —F. L. S. 
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