2. Plea for Responsible Parenthood

By WARREN S. THOMPSON,
director emeritus, Scripps Founda-
tion for Research in Population
Problems at Miami University.

HE FIRST part of “The Popu-

I lation Explosion and Christian

Responsibility” (Oxford, $4.23) is
devoted to the explosion itself and its
consequences. The second consists of
an argument, based chiefly on the
historical development of church doc-
trines, aimed at justifving the spread of
the use of contraception thlouﬂh()ut the
world. This the author, Rlchaxd Fagley,
deems mnecessarv to insure the de-
velopment of responsible parenthood
among all peoples; hence it is a Chris-
tian responsibility. Much the larger
portion of the book is devoted to this
argument.

In the beginning chapters the author
depends chiefly on the writings of the
students of population and on official
publications. His presentation here dif-
ters little from that of lav writers ad-
dressed to the general reader. It is
concise and clear and as accurate as
one can be when trying to describe a
complex social and economic situation
very brieflv. From the author’s point
of view this factual presentation  of
materials that are essentially demo-
graphic, social, and economic is neces-
sarv to convince the readers in whom
he is chieflv interested that the popu-
lation explosion demands a reorienta-
tion of Christian thought.

In his own words, “Although the
concerns of the general reader have
been kept in mind, in purpose this
book is a call to Christian action, ad-
dressed in the first place to churchmen
who share the Evangelical heritage. It
is a call to the parson and the in-
terested parishioner to take an active
part in the task of building a more
worthv and dynamic Protestant posi-
tion on the complex problems repre-
sented by the terms population and
parenthood.”

Only a few specific points in this
factual description can be noted here.
The data showing the sudden and
extremely rapid rate of growth among
the underdcveloped peoples are ClC’lI‘IV
and adequately presented. The chief
cause—the scientific control of disease
—is also adequately treated.

On the other hand, the burden on

the economies of the underdeveloped
countries arising from this rapid popu-
lation growth, although noted, particu-
larly in the chapter on food, needs
fuller treatment. It would also help the
reader to appreciate how great this
burden is if the contrast of the eco-
nomic situation of the Western world
in 1750, let us sav, with that in the
underdeveloped  countries todav were
noted more fullv.

This survey of the population ex-
plosion leads the author to conclude
that the widespread usc of contra-
ception must be added to the economic
remedies if an unbearable population
pressurc is to be avoided in the under-
developed countries.

In the portion of the book treating
of Christian respousibilitv in this situ-
ation the author presents materials
showing that concepts of the obliga-
tions of parenthood have varied greatly
in different religions and even \ithin
the same religious group at different
times. He holds that these changes
represent efforts to adjust religious doc-
trines and practices to changing social
and economic conditions. In the present
situation he believes that Protestant
Christianity must modifv its doctrines
and practices to bring them into con-
formity with the needs for responsible
parenthood. “Be fruitful and multiplv”
no longer adequately defines the pur-
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pose of the family. Other ideas essen-
tial to the Christian concept of respon-
sible parenthood are greater devotion
of the parents to the education and
training of their children for more com-
plete living in the world of todav and
closer cooperation of the parents them-
sclves i all aspects of family life. In
order to fulfill these responsibilities it
will be necessary for many couples
to limit the size of their families.

It probablv is not possible for the
layman to appreciate the value of the
finer doctrinal points in the author’s
historical discussion of religious atti-
tudes as determinants of parental re-
sponsibilitv. Indeed it does not seem
that these points are relevant, to say
nothing of being essential, in arriving
at a decision that the voluntarv control
of the size of the familv is a sine qua
non for the \Vldcsplead development
of responsible parenthood. Further-
more, while encouraging a broader and
deepel feeling of responsibility among
the peoples in the more economically
developed countries to assist those less
fortunate to an all-around better life
is no doubt Christian in spirit and in
intent, this attitude and the bechavior
arising from it certainlv are not de-
pendent exclusivelv on the acceptance
of Christian doctrines. Thus while anv
person who considers himself a man
of good will will probably agree that
the umcept of Christian 1espon51b1htv
as developed here would, if widely
practised, lead to a better world he
may not feel the need of the adjective
Christian if, at the same time, this
commits him to the approval of the
doctrinal beliefs that seem so essen-
tial to the author in arriving at this
concept.

Your Literary I. Q.

Conducted by John T. Winterich

MYTHOLOGICAL THREESOMES

Fannic Gross, of Asheville, N.C., presents on the left ten trios who appear
in myvthologv, and asks vou to match them with their designations scrambled on

the 11ght
Answers on page 42.

. Agathyrsus, Golonus. Scythes
. Alecto, Tisiphone, Megaera
Althea, Toxeus, Phlexippus
Amphitrite, Thetis, Galatea
Antigone, Eteocles, Polynices
. Brahma, Vishnu, Siva

. Clotho, Lachesis, Atropos

. Crocale, Nephele, Hyale

. Electra, Iphigenia, Orestes

. Euphrosyne, Aglaia, Thalia
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The ones whose nationalities are not specified are Greek or Roman.

Agamemnon’s Children

The Trimurti (Hindu)

Diana’s Nymphs

The Fates

The Furies

The Graces

Most important Nereids
Children of Oedipus

Sons of Hercules and Echidna
Children of Thestius
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In an Age of Science, a New Accent on Religion

SR Devotes the Following Pages of This Year’s Religious Book Issue to a Wide
Selection of Reading Dealing with the Contemplative and the Contemporary.

By JOHN C. BENNETT, dean

of the faculty, Union Theological
Seminary in New York.

ILL. HERBERG has recently
W called attention to the fact that

in addition to the popular re-
vival of religious interest which ex-
presses itself in conventional ways,
there is also a religious questioning
among intellectuals which avouses in-
terest in Existentialism, which leads
them to read such writers as Kierke-
gaard, Martin Buber, or Paul Tillich.
On many a campus there has been for
some time this facing of ultimate re-
ligious issues, and a solid academic
study of religion in our colleges and
universities preceded the current popu-
lar religious revival. The tendency is
for religion on this level to be highlv
personal and subjective. It often has
more depth than form. It may lead to
a private rejection of many cultural
values but it has not led to much public
prophetic criticism.

The prophetic religious challenge to
the complacencies of a culture has
never been emphasized by the majority
at any time. The Biblical prophets them-
selves always moved against the
religious stream of their own
dav. But we can hope that the
churches may raise up within
themselves more individuals and
groups which keep asking the
hard questions about their cul-
ture and which point to new
possibilities of honesty and jus-
tice in the community. Also, it is
not too much to hope that far
beyond these minorities there
will be a disturbed public con-
science.

With respect to racial justice
in the country the churches
have greater clarity of mind
when thev face the issue than
on almost any other social prob-
lem. But while race is the casiest
subject on which to say the right
things in principle, on a na-
tional scale it is one of the
hardest subjects on which to
come to terms locally. In recent
years there has been much
courage and there have been
many sacrifices, including lost
jobs, because of this difficulty.

In the 1930s there was much
prophetic speaking and acting in

the churches about economic justice,
and this had some effect in preparing
the American people to accept the
changes that events forced upon them.
Today the economic issues are much
less clear. Churchmen could readily be
champions of labor in the steel strike
of 1919 when the twelve-hour day
was involved, but it has been diffi-
cult for them to know what to say
about the steel strike of 1959. How-
ever, there are many emerging issues
in the economic sphere to which
churches will be called to address
themselves. Some issues are less obvi-
ously points of justice; they are, rather,
issues that affect the quality of life of
the more privileged, their feeling for
honesty and truth, their freedom from
domination by economic organizations
of their own making.

THE issues of global economic jus-
tice will be more demanding than ever.
The churches should be influenced by
the fact that they are part of a world-
wide Judeo-Christian community which
includes people in nations which in their
poverty and hunger remind us of the
moral precariousness of our own pros-

—From “A New Way of the Cross” (Bruce Publishing Co.).
“. .. quite different questions about quite different risks.”

perity. There are various motives that
should lead our country to be concerned
about the nations which must have re-
volutionary change and a rising stand-
ard of living, but within the houses of
worship the emphasis should be on
our solidarity with their people.

Within the churches there has been
little emphasis so far on the moral
issues involved in the nuclear arms race
and in the problems of possible nu-
clear war. There are terrifving risks in
any decisions in this area but we seem
unuble to concentrate for long on any
risks except those that might involve
the exposure of some part of the world
to Communist blackmail or Soviet ag-
gression.

The leaders of the churches for the
most part have shared with the leaders
of our nation concern for those risks,
but in the next period the churches
must surely be disturbed into asking
quite different questions about quite
different risks.

The churches need to emphasize the
risks of an uncontrolled arms race quite
as much as the risks that may come
from allowing a relative increase of
Fussian power. They need to do far
more than  they have done
to  challenge the tendency
of government and of opin-
iou-forming agencies to play
down the consequences of nu-
clear tests and even of nuclear
war. The churches should be
impelled to remind the nation
of the rights of the unborn when
it is tempted to risk genetic
poisoning of future generations
for the sake of its present se-
curitv. If the churches are to
be true to themselves and to be
more than national temples or
the temples of Western culture
they must press the question,
which is so far almost ignored,
about the moral limits to be ob-
served as we prepare for pos-
sible nuclear war. Churches
cannot be expected to have
policies in these matters; but
they are bound to keep raising
the neglected questions; they
are bound to remind citizens
who are willing to hear that no
strategist’s view of military te-
cessity can ever be the final
norm; they are bound to cham-
pion the victims of our policies.



