
Russians. In South Vietnam, he urges 
firm support of the established govern­
ment until such time as conditions speak 
for either "a successful negotiation" or 
"an expansion of the war." How this 
latter alternative would contribute to 
the hoped-for detente with Communist 
China is not explained. 

For the Atlantic world, the Senator 
proposes an Atlantic Assembly which 
could serve as a joint parliamentary 
body for NATO and the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Devel­
opment. For the United States itself he 
recommends more discrimination in de­
fense and space expenditure—even if the 
Russians are first on the moon—and a 
more comprehensive and compassionate 
approach to the problems of poverty, 
unemployment, educational deficiencies, 
and racial and social tensions. "The suc­
cess of our foreign policy," he wisely 
observes, "depends ultimately on the 
strength and character of our society, 
which in turn depends on our success 
in resolving the great social and eco­
nomic issues of American life." 

Senator Fulbright may not be another 
Socrates, but he is indubitably a gentle­
man and a scholar. His little book con­
tains no trace of arrogance, still less of 
"dogmatism and sectarianism." Precisely 
because it makes no claims to infallibil­
ity. Old Myths and New Realities can 
be heartily recommended as the sensible 
man's guide to this year's crucial foreign 
policy issues. One would wish it to be 
widely read abroad as well as at home, 
and in Communist as well as democratic 
countries. For its unique and priceless 
virtue lies in the underlying assumption 
that Americans, by and large, are still 
capable of brushing aside the cobwebs 
of mythology and looking at their prob­
lems through the eyes of responsible 
adults. 

Sicily on the Sordid Side 

FRAZER YOUNG'S 
LITERARY CRYPT NO. 1097 

A cryptogram is writing in cipher. 
Every letter is part of a code that 
remains constant throughout the puz­
zle. Answer No. 1097 will he found 
in the next issue. 

GLCA NLTBG OCG FHBB; XAG 

ODDP OCG NGKHZD CMMHQH-

CANBR GC FDDS TBHZD. 

QBCAEL 

Answer to Literary Crypt No. 1096 
A wise man knows everything; a 

shrewd one, everybody. 
—ANONYMOUS. 

-Foto Servadei. 

Alberto Denti di Pirajno— 
the unusual is typical. 

The Love Song of Mara Luniera, 

by Alberto Denti di Pirajno (Double-
day. 299 pp. $4.95), in a series of 
tragic and ironic scenes, reveals the 
inner workings of the Sicilian Mafia. 
Marc Slonim edited "Modern Italian 
Short Stories." 

By MARC SLONIM 

BEFORE it is translated abroad, a 
work of fiction usually appears in 

the land of the author in his own 
language; The Love Song of Mara Lii-
mera, however, was written in English, 
and its American publication precedes 
the author's own Italian translation, 
which will be released in Milan late 
in the fall. The unusual, though, is a 
salient trait of Alberto Denti di Pirajno's 
literary career. A titled aristocrat of 
Sicilian descent, a medical man by edu­
cation, an official of the Italian colonial 
service by vocation, a former governor 
of Tripoli until the arrival of the British 
in 1943, he led a life of adventure and 
travel. But the occasional books that he 
wrote failed to stir any interest among 
Italian literati until 1960, when, inspired 
by the astounding success of Giuseppe 
di Lampedusa's The Leopard, literary 
scouts of the peninsula began hunting 
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for hidden manuscripts that might even­
tually become best-sellers, and the Milan 
publisher Lerici turned up IppoUta by 
Denti di Pirajno. 

This story of a woman of humble 
extraction who acquires wealth and 
status but evolves from a creature of 
love and beauty into an avaricious, pow­
er-hungry old tyrant was told with vigor 
and skill, and Lerici promoted it in 
the wake of The Leopard. Wasn't Ippo­
Uta also a novel about Sic'lv? Wasn't 
its author also a Sicilian nobleman and 
an aged man? Didn't he tell picturesque 
anecdotes of a not-too-distant past? The 
critics hailed IppoUta and spoke of an­
other "literary discovery," and Italian 
and foreign readers liked it. At the age 
of seventy-five Denti di Pirajno was 
launched. 

In The Love Song of Mara Lumera 
he displays the same qualities that made 
IppoUta so popular: he has a gift for 
telling an entertaining yarn and for 
drawing vivid portrayals; he knows how 
to shift from the dramatic to the comic, 
and when to break the suspense by in­
troducing amusing episodes hardly con­
nected with the main plot. But his new 
novel is quite different in content and 
structure from his previous work. Its 
best and most exciting part is what 
could be called a fictionalized report 
on the Mafia, that underground organi­
zation of western Sicily which until 
recently successfully competed with the 
central government of Rome and with 
the Chinch. By corrupting the lay 
officials and by entering into monstrous 
alliances with the local clergy, the Mafia 
maintained its grip over the island. In 
a series of tragic or ironic scenes Denti 
di Pirajno succeeds in disclosing the 
inner working of the Mafia and in 
bringing to life all its secret activities. 
He also paints excellent portraits of its 
ringleaders, who range from perverted 
psychopaths to cool businessmen for 
whom murder and robbery are only de­
tails of profitable financial transactions. 

The most memorable character of the 
novel is certainly the king of Trapani, 
the "One Asleep" (VAddurraisciuto), an 
old, thin-faced bachelor who hates 
women and feels almost faint in their 
presence. A devout Catholic and 
church-goer, he condemns all the pleas­
ures of the sinful flesh but his piety 
does not prevent him from being a ruth­
less killer, a shrewd gangster, and the 
head of many fishy undertakings. 

{Continued on page 41) 
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Declare a Pan Am Holiday! 
{Do it this Fall. Fares are low and the weather says ''Go.") 

This fall is the time 
to do something 
about that faraway 
look in your eyes. 

Pick up and go places. Take off on 
that tour you've never gotten around 
to taking. And make it the easiest go­
ing vacation you've ever had. Declare 
a Pan Am Holiday! 

Pan Am Holiday tours are some­
thing special. They're hand-picked by 
the World'sMost Experienced Airhne. 
Each year, our experts give thousands 

of tours a thorough going-over. Only 
the very best get our blessing—the 
Pan Am Holiday seal. 

On the next three pages, you'll find 
scores of typical Pan Am Holidays. 
They cover every corner of the world. 
They come in every price range. And 
they're as footloose as can be. 

Go off for a few days, a few weeks, 
or a few months. Go it alone or go in 
a group. Tour now and pay later, if 
you want. 

We'll take care of the fuss and you'll 

have the fun. Hotel reservations, sight­
seeing arrangements, rent-a-cars, etc. 
are all taken care of. 

And you'll get tips on shops, shows, 
restaurants, the rate of exchange— 
everything to make your trip as care­
free and enjoyable as possible. 

Ready to make your declaration? 

Turn the page and let yourself go! 
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