
Russians. In South Vietnam, he urges 
firm support of the established govern
ment until such time as conditions speak 
for either "a successful negotiation" or 
"an expansion of the war." How this 
latter alternative would contribute to 
the hoped-for detente with Communist 
China is not explained. 

For the Atlantic world, the Senator 
proposes an Atlantic Assembly which 
could serve as a joint parliamentary 
body for NATO and the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Devel
opment. For the United States itself he 
recommends more discrimination in de
fense and space expenditure—even if the 
Russians are first on the moon—and a 
more comprehensive and compassionate 
approach to the problems of poverty, 
unemployment, educational deficiencies, 
and racial and social tensions. "The suc
cess of our foreign policy," he wisely 
observes, "depends ultimately on the 
strength and character of our society, 
which in turn depends on our success 
in resolving the great social and eco
nomic issues of American life." 

Senator Fulbright may not be another 
Socrates, but he is indubitably a gentle
man and a scholar. His little book con
tains no trace of arrogance, still less of 
"dogmatism and sectarianism." Precisely 
because it makes no claims to infallibil
ity. Old Myths and New Realities can 
be heartily recommended as the sensible 
man's guide to this year's crucial foreign 
policy issues. One would wish it to be 
widely read abroad as well as at home, 
and in Communist as well as democratic 
countries. For its unique and priceless 
virtue lies in the underlying assumption 
that Americans, by and large, are still 
capable of brushing aside the cobwebs 
of mythology and looking at their prob
lems through the eyes of responsible 
adults. 

Sicily on the Sordid Side 

FRAZER YOUNG'S 
LITERARY CRYPT NO. 1097 

A cryptogram is writing in cipher. 
Every letter is part of a code that 
remains constant throughout the puz
zle. Answer No. 1097 will he found 
in the next issue. 

GLCA NLTBG OCG FHBB; XAG 

ODDP OCG NGKHZD CMMHQH-

CANBR GC FDDS TBHZD. 

QBCAEL 

Answer to Literary Crypt No. 1096 
A wise man knows everything; a 

shrewd one, everybody. 
—ANONYMOUS. 

-Foto Servadei. 

Alberto Denti di Pirajno— 
the unusual is typical. 

The Love Song of Mara Luniera, 

by Alberto Denti di Pirajno (Double-
day. 299 pp. $4.95), in a series of 
tragic and ironic scenes, reveals the 
inner workings of the Sicilian Mafia. 
Marc Slonim edited "Modern Italian 
Short Stories." 

By MARC SLONIM 

BEFORE it is translated abroad, a 
work of fiction usually appears in 

the land of the author in his own 
language; The Love Song of Mara Lii-
mera, however, was written in English, 
and its American publication precedes 
the author's own Italian translation, 
which will be released in Milan late 
in the fall. The unusual, though, is a 
salient trait of Alberto Denti di Pirajno's 
literary career. A titled aristocrat of 
Sicilian descent, a medical man by edu
cation, an official of the Italian colonial 
service by vocation, a former governor 
of Tripoli until the arrival of the British 
in 1943, he led a life of adventure and 
travel. But the occasional books that he 
wrote failed to stir any interest among 
Italian literati until 1960, when, inspired 
by the astounding success of Giuseppe 
di Lampedusa's The Leopard, literary 
scouts of the peninsula began hunting 

36 

for hidden manuscripts that might even
tually become best-sellers, and the Milan 
publisher Lerici turned up IppoUta by 
Denti di Pirajno. 

This story of a woman of humble 
extraction who acquires wealth and 
status but evolves from a creature of 
love and beauty into an avaricious, pow
er-hungry old tyrant was told with vigor 
and skill, and Lerici promoted it in 
the wake of The Leopard. Wasn't Ippo
Uta also a novel about Sic'lv? Wasn't 
its author also a Sicilian nobleman and 
an aged man? Didn't he tell picturesque 
anecdotes of a not-too-distant past? The 
critics hailed IppoUta and spoke of an
other "literary discovery," and Italian 
and foreign readers liked it. At the age 
of seventy-five Denti di Pirajno was 
launched. 

In The Love Song of Mara Lumera 
he displays the same qualities that made 
IppoUta so popular: he has a gift for 
telling an entertaining yarn and for 
drawing vivid portrayals; he knows how 
to shift from the dramatic to the comic, 
and when to break the suspense by in
troducing amusing episodes hardly con
nected with the main plot. But his new 
novel is quite different in content and 
structure from his previous work. Its 
best and most exciting part is what 
could be called a fictionalized report 
on the Mafia, that underground organi
zation of western Sicily which until 
recently successfully competed with the 
central government of Rome and with 
the Chinch. By corrupting the lay 
officials and by entering into monstrous 
alliances with the local clergy, the Mafia 
maintained its grip over the island. In 
a series of tragic or ironic scenes Denti 
di Pirajno succeeds in disclosing the 
inner working of the Mafia and in 
bringing to life all its secret activities. 
He also paints excellent portraits of its 
ringleaders, who range from perverted 
psychopaths to cool businessmen for 
whom murder and robbery are only de
tails of profitable financial transactions. 

The most memorable character of the 
novel is certainly the king of Trapani, 
the "One Asleep" (VAddurraisciuto), an 
old, thin-faced bachelor who hates 
women and feels almost faint in their 
presence. A devout Catholic and 
church-goer, he condemns all the pleas
ures of the sinful flesh but his piety 
does not prevent him from being a ruth
less killer, a shrewd gangster, and the 
head of many fishy undertakings. 

{Continued on page 41) 
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Declare a Pan Am Holiday! 
{Do it this Fall. Fares are low and the weather says ''Go.") 

This fall is the time 
to do something 
about that faraway 
look in your eyes. 

Pick up and go places. Take off on 
that tour you've never gotten around 
to taking. And make it the easiest go
ing vacation you've ever had. Declare 
a Pan Am Holiday! 

Pan Am Holiday tours are some
thing special. They're hand-picked by 
the World'sMost Experienced Airhne. 
Each year, our experts give thousands 

of tours a thorough going-over. Only 
the very best get our blessing—the 
Pan Am Holiday seal. 

On the next three pages, you'll find 
scores of typical Pan Am Holidays. 
They cover every corner of the world. 
They come in every price range. And 
they're as footloose as can be. 

Go off for a few days, a few weeks, 
or a few months. Go it alone or go in 
a group. Tour now and pay later, if 
you want. 

We'll take care of the fuss and you'll 

have the fun. Hotel reservations, sight
seeing arrangements, rent-a-cars, etc. 
are all taken care of. 

And you'll get tips on shops, shows, 
restaurants, the rate of exchange— 
everything to make your trip as care
free and enjoyable as possible. 

Ready to make your declaration? 

Turn the page and let yourself go! 

F*/v[»r .^vivt 
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Rck any one of these 
(And there are hundreds more 

Pan Am Holidays in Europe 
and the Middle East 
{All Prices from New York!) 
408, 413, 430 Spain, Portugal and 
North Africa. 15 to 21 days. Visit 
romantic Majorca, Tangier, Gibral
tar and more. From $636. 
427 Europe by Bus, Air, Rail. 21 
days. Five countries. From $825. 

431 European Odyssey. 21 to 37 
days. See all Europe or take a long 
look at one area. From $839. 
404, 433 From England to Russia. 
5 to 26 days. See part or all Europe. 
Up to 9 countries. From $864. 
416 Deluxe or Budget Tours. 14 to 
35 days.Tours through all Europe. In
cludes Rhine cruise, cocktail parties 
and gourmet din- ^ ^ ^ , „^ 

and deluxe trips. 

ing. From 
406 Variety of 
Europe Tours. 
21 to 40 days. 
Choose from a 
host of luxury 
From $1195. 
411 The Heart of Europe. 21 days. 
London, Amsterdam, Bonn, Zurich, 
Vienna, Rome, Paris, Lichtenstein, 
Monte Carlo. From $1195. 
423 Europe-Escorted. 27 to 41 days. 
Suit your taste, time and budget. 
$1321 to $1873. 
420 Europair to 10 Lands. 31 days. 
Features an air-conditioned 3-day 

Greek Island cruise. From $1590. 
414 Mid-East. 22 days. Prestige 
tour. Italy, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, 
Israel, Greece. $1697. 
426 Grand Tour. 45 days. A classic 
luxury. England, Holland, Belgium, 
Germany, Switzerland, France, Italy, 
Austria. Escorted. From $2396. 

Pan Am Holidays 
in Bermuda and Nassau 
152, 154, 155 Bermuda. 8 days, 7 
nights. Hotel, 
some meals, 
tours, airport 
limousines. 
From New York, 
$176 up. 
216, 217, 221, 222, 232 Nassau. 
A weekend or a week in Nassau. Or 
island-hop the Bahamas. Tours, boat 
rides, fishing, rent-a-car. From New 
York, $167 up. Miami, $79 up. 

Pan Am Holidays 
in the Caribbean 
214, 219, 233 Jamaica. 7 to 9 days. 
Montego Bay or Ocho Rios. From 
NYC, $237 up. Miami, $157 up. 
215 Jamaica Rent-a-Car. 7 days. 
See everything. From New York, 
$217 up. Miami, $161 up. 
201 Caribbean Circle. 15 days. Ex
ample : hop from St. Thomas to San 
Juan, Jamaica, Nassau. From New 
York, $431 up. Miami, $404 up. 

204, 205, 206, 
208, 212, 225 
Island-by-
Island. Choose 
from all the 
Caribbean. Spend' 
a little or a lot. Stay 3 or more days. 
220 "Dine around Puerto Rico." 
7 days, 6 nights. For sophisticates, 
gourmets. From New York, $187 
up. Miami, $158 up. 
224,235 Puerto Rico. 7 to 14 days. 
All-expense tours (even tips), Puerto 
Rico, Virgin Islands, Jamaica. From 
New York, $351 up. Miami, $322 up. 

Pan Am Holidays 
in Latin America 
717 A new Grand Tour concept. 
Make up your own. Based on single-
day rates. $15, $17 or $21 a day. 
705 A la Vista. 
17 to 45 days. 
Put together your 
own tour. See 
all South America. 
From New York, 
$872 up. Miami, $820 up. 
707, 709 Host Tours 'Round South 
America. 21 days. A tour host guides 
you through his own city. Add extra 
days for side trips. From New York, 
$1002 up. Miami, $947 up. 
710,711 Central and South America 
—Escorted. 23 to 32 days. Tours plus 
ample time to browse. From Miami, 
$1435 up. Los Angeles, $1775 up. 
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tours, clip the coupon. 
where these came from!) 

303, 307 Mexico and Central 
America. 4 to 15 days. Mexico City, 
Acapulco, Guatemala, Panama, 
Costa Rica and more. From Hous
ton, $119 up. Miami, $199 up. 
714 Inside South America. 35 to 39 
days. Interviews, lectures and visits 
in private homes. From Miami, 
$1595 u'p. Los Angeles, $1820 up. 
712 New, Old and Unusual. 47 
days. Brasilia, Machu Picchu, San 
Bias Islands, Llao Llao, others. First-
class flights. From Miami, $3655 
up. Los Angeles, $3965 up. 

Pan Am Holidays in 
Hawaii, Alaska, the Pacific 
{All Prices from the West Coast.) 
561 Sun 'n' Fun. 
7 to 21 days in 
Hawaii. Alone 
or m a group, 
economy or de
luxe. From $250. 
556,557 Hawaii Holiday. 7 days, 6 
nights. Waikiki Beach hotel. Sight
seeing. From $251. 
555, 558 Deluxe Escorted Tour. 
14 to 21 days. Hawaii tours. See 3 
extra islands. From $569. 
560 Islands of Fun. 7, 9, 10 and 12 
days. See Waikiki, add Hawaii and 
Kauai, or all the islands. From $260. 
126, 127 Alaska Tours. 6 to 16 days. 
Unexpected pleasures, beauty and 
fun—big as all outdoors. From $285. 
517 By Sea and Air. 32 to 47 days. 
One way by ship, the other by Jet. 
Japan, Formosa, Hong Kong, Ma
nila, Singapore, Bangkok—Macao, 
if you like. Basic 32-day tour, $1523. 
501 Around the Pacific. 32 days. 
Sydney, Tahiti, others. From $2183. 
503 Japan and the Orient. 14 to 28 
days. Up to 26 Japanese cities plus 
Hong Kong, others. From $1848. 
509 Grand Orient Tour. 35 days. 
Japan, Formosa, Manila, Singapore, 
Bangkok, Hong Kong. $1990. 
805 South Pacific. 34 days. Hawaii, 
Tahiti, Samoa, Fiji, Australia and 
more. From $2234. 

Pan Am Holidays 
'Round the World 
From 30 days to the legendary 80. 
Go it alone, 502, 802, 814. Or go 
with a group, 811,812,813,816.Tlio 
ultimate adven
ture in one pack
age tour. From 
New York, 
$1981 up. West 
Coast, $2700 up. ^^a^sr-^- ^^ 

Special Interest 
Pan Am Holidays 
There's one to suit your special 
travel interest. Ski the Alps, 419. 

Play golf in 
Bermuda, 
Hawaii or the 
Caribbean, 
900. Take a 
bachelor party 
tour for single people, 901. Fly, bus, 
or drive through Africa, 101,102, 
105. Visit Scandinavia, 407. Drive a 
rent-a-car around Europe, 403. Or 
buy one there, 950, 951. Use our 
World-Wide Package Plan to plan 
^our own tour, 902; or select a pre
arranged trip abroad, 903. 

If you don't see it here, write your 
own special interest in the space pro
vided in the coupon. 

SPECIAL SERVICE REQUEST 
Want a travel expert to contact you and help plan your Pan Am Holiday? 
(No obligation, of course.) Simply complete this coupon and mail to: 

Pan American, Dept. 894, P. O. Box 2212, Boston, Mass. 02107 

I definitely plan to travel to_ _on or about. 
n I have D have not made Pan Am reservations 

Name Phone (Home) 

Address 

City 

.(Office). 

.State. .Zip Code. 

Pan Am Travel Agent. 

Agent's Address 

D Please contact me about the Pan Am Holiday(s) circled below: 

101 127 201 208 216 221 232 307 407 414 423 431 503 556 561 710 717 812 900 950 

102 152 204 212 217 222 233 403 408 416 426 433 509 557 705 711 813 901 951 

105 154 205 214 219 224 235 404 

126 155 206 215 220 225 303 406 413 420 430 502 555 

Or special interest 

419 427 501 517 558 707 712 805 814 902 

560 709 714 811 816 903 
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and start packing! 
/ \ 

See your Pan Am Travel Agent 

How do you spot him? Just 
look for the big Pan Am sign in 
his window. 

You'll be glad you called on 
him. In our opinion, he's as good 
a Travel Agent as you can find 
anywhere in the world. And 
nobody knows Pan Am Holidays 
better than he does. 

See him soon. He'll be happy 
to arrange all the details of your 
Pan Am Holiday. And he has the 
know-how to help you make the 
most of your trip. After all, he's 
an experienced Pan Am traveler 
himself. 

A one-package price 
The prices on the preceding 

pages include just about every
thing: 

Your round-trip Pan Am fare. 
In-flight meals inspired by 

Maxim's of Paris. 
Hotel accommodations reserved 

in advance. 
Many of your meals (on most 

Pan Am Holidays). 
Transfers between airports and 

hotels or city terminals, as indi
cated in folder. 

Pre-arranged sightseeing trips. 

Plus unusual features. (For in
stance, the price of Pan Am 
Holiday in Mexico number 303 
includes the cost of a reserved 
seat at the bullring!) 

Tour now, Pay later 
If you have eyes for a bigger 

trip than you can pay for right 
now, use our Pay-Later Plan. 

Just 10% down and you're on 
your way. Take up to 24 months 
to pay the balance. 

(Note: our Pay-Later Plan 
applies to the entire cost of your 
tour, not just air fare.) 

Be sure it's a Pan Am Holiday 
When it comes to package tours, 

we're mighty selective. 
That's one reason why so many 

sophisticated travelers pick Pan 
Am Holidays for their pleasure 
trips again and again. Another 
reason: Pan Am makes it easier 
to get around the world—with 
more Jets to more places than any 
other airline. 

You can board a Pan Am Jet 
Chpper® in any one of 17 U.S. 
cities. Take off for any one of 85 
lands. 

You won't be a stranger any
where. There are more than 900 
Pan Am offices throughout the 
world. 

And it's so easy to get your Pan 
Am Holiday off the ground. Take 
your pick: 

• send in the Special Service Re
quest on the preceding page 

• or see a Pan Am Travel Agent 
• or see Pan Am. 

Wherever you go, you'll have a 
good feeling all the way, because 
you'll know you're flying the very 
best there is: the World's Most 
Experienced Airhne. 

World's Most Experienced Aiitoie 
m^^'-mrn i^mik'S.. 
FIRST ON THE ATLANTIC . . . FIRST ON THE PACIFIC . . . FIRST IN LATIN AMERICA . . . FIRST 'ROUND THE WORLD 
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Mamma Knows Best 

(Continued from page 36) 
Among other activities, he directs the 
smuggling of the "white powder" into 
Sicily and takes particular delight in 
turning children into drug addicts. His 
opposite number, Sasa Gucciaria, runs 
after every woman he meets and spends 
on his whims the money he earns from 
trading in heroin and cocaine. The un
educated members of the "honorable 
society" consider him a fine diplomat, 
a learned man, because he went to 
school, talks glibly, and—as they add 
respectfully—"has even been a salesman 
on the mainland." Another ruler, Don 
Vannozzo, an illiterate peasant, estab
lishes among the sharecroppers a re
gime of fear and submission similar to 
the feudal bondage of the Middle Ages. 

Opposing reforms and innovations, 
the chiefs of the Mafia thwart the efl̂ orts 
of the Italian government and of native 
liberals to combat the misery of the 
dispossessed. Superstitions and the tra
ditional passivity of the poor help the 
Mafia in wielding its authority over the 
population. When a dam is planned to 
irrigate barren fields, the Mafia claims 
that the project is "against God, who 
created the course of rivers; if He 
wanted to change it. He would send an 
earthquake." When rains threaten to 
compromise the tourist season in Pana-
gia Marea, a Mafia stronghold, the 
prominent members of the confraternity 
lead a pious procession through the 
streets into the cathedral, where, after 
prayers and invocations, the crowd be
gins to shout abuse against St. Thaddeus, 
the patron saint of the town, because 
he failed to intervene in High Quarters 
in order to stop the rain. 

Unfortunately, Denti di Pirajno added 
to an absorbing factual narrative, 
studded with bright character sketches, 
a melodramatic plot. His stilted and 
unconvincing heroine, the beautiful 
queen of the local Mafia, never comes 
to life. It is a pity that such a good 
writer employed cliches in a book that 
did not need artificial, pseudo-Romantic 
constructions to sustain the interest of 
average readers. 
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A Mother''s Kisses, by Bruce Jay 
Friedman (Simon isr Schuster. 286 
pp. S4.95), presents a matriarch 
whose efforts to settle her son in col
lege include attending his classes and 
fraternity parties. Daniel Stern, the 
author of "Who Shall Live, Who 
Shall Die," frequently comments on 
current fiction. 

By D A N I E L STERN 

I N 1963 a book called Stern by a first 
novelist named Bruce Jay Friedman 

was published. It was hailed as an ex
traordinary achievement. Here was a 
satirist who made you wince as you 
laughed aloud, who endowed wildly 
improbable scenes with a sort of mad 
internal logic. Friedman's new novel, 
A Mother's Kisses, is now here, and it 
is a worthy successor to Stern—a. hilar

ious, mordant account of a few weeks 
with Joseph, a seventeen-year-old col
lege applicant, and Meg, the most fab
ulous mother in modern fiction. 

The plot can be easily summed up. 
Joseph has been turned down by one 
of the two colleges to which he has 
applied. He goes to summer camp as a 
waiter while awaiting final word from 
Columbia. He is again turned down, 
and in despair commits an abortive 
theft, is caught and expelled from the 
camp. His mother then pulls strings 
to get him into an unlikely school 
named Kansas Land Grant. She accom
panies him to college—and will not go 
home. 

Now you know everything. Or do 
you? Not until you've met Meg in per
son, you don't. 

She is, on one level, the classic Jewish 
mother; but she wears her nu with a 
difference. Jewish mothers use sarcasm 

^nVtf 

"Oh-oh! It says, 'When in the course of Cybernetic Events it be-
cornes necessary to effect a separation with the Parent Species a de
cent respect for the opinions of mankind impels us to set forth....' 

41 
PRODUCED 2005 BY UNZ.ORG

ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


