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professional association with the repub
lics. 

At times I had the impression that 
Mr. Pflaum was concerned first of all 
to warn his fellow Americans of the 
communist threat in Latin America. 
But only in his discussion of Cuba 
and, to a lesser extent, of Bolivia, is he 
at all convincing in this regard. And, 
of course, in the case of Cuba he is 
beating a dead horse. 

At other times I sensed that his ob
jective was to administer the coup de 
grace to the State Department, but on 
each occasion that he set up that agency 
for the "kill" he has, if not in the 
text then in a footnote, allowed it to limp 
away, finally to return firm and bright-
eyed in the Dominican Republic after 
the death of Trujillo. This places him 
between authors Arevalo and Urrutia 
on United States-Latin America rela
tions, but closer to Mr. Urrutia. No
where does Mr. Pflaum give serious 
thought to the military police and the 
Church, or for that matter to the future 
of the Organization of American States, 
the Panama question, military assist
ance, price supports, Latin American 
common markets, or the role of the 
Latin American press in public affairs, 
all topics one might reasonably expect 
to find discussed in a general volume 
of this nature. 

There is very little that is distin
guished about Mr. Pflaum's production, 
but the reader might find certain of his 
observations interesting. I recall par
ticularly 1) his judgment of the part 
that the New York Times and its re
porter Herbert L. Matthews played in 
selhng Castro to the United States and 
to the Cuban middle sectors, 2) his 
"massive overconfidence" thesis for 
explaining why the United States failed 
in Cuba and has supported what Mr. 
Pflaum apparently considers a commu
nist-riddled administration in Bolivia, 
3) his remarks on the end of the 
Trujillo era, which are lacking in analy
sis but are rich in detail, and 4) his 
favorable evaluation of the policy of 
the United States in the Dominican 
Republic following the death of the old 
tyrant Trujillo, a policy which, because 
of its interventionist overtones, if applied 
in one of the major countries of the 
area would be considered an affront to 
that nation's sovereignty, as the author 
must know. 

I cannot in good conscience close 
this review without calling Mr. Pflaum's 
attention to the fact that by quoting 
Hubert Herring and Lewis Hanke out 
of context and then stating that they 
"were overwhelmed with gratitude for 
Trujillo" he has done a serious injus
tice to two highly regarded scholars 
who have devoted much of their lives 
to improving understanding between 
Latin America and the United States. 
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BY ELMER DAVIS. Edited by Robert 
Lloyd Davis. Bobbs-Merrill. $5.95. 

Archeology, Anthropology 

FROM THE SILENT EARTH: A Report on 
the Greek Bronze Age. By Joseph Alsop. 
Harper & Row. $6.95. 

Art 

CHINESE MONUMENTAL ART. Text by 
Peter Swann. Photographs by Claude 
Arthaud and Frangois Hebert-Stevens. Vi
king. $16. 

Crime, Suspense 

UP FOR GRABS. By A. A. Fair. Morrow. 
$3.50. 

VIRGIN LUCK. By Laurence Meynell. 
Simon & Schuster. $3.50. 

Current Affairs 

THE FIGHT FOR THE TORY LEADERSHIP. 
By Randolph S. Churchill. Houghton Mif
flin. $2.65. 

THE LIBERAL DILEMMA. By Harvey C. 
Bunke. Prentice-Hall. $6.95. 

THE NEGRO REVOLUTION IN AMERICA. 
By Louis Harris and William Brink. Simon 
& Schuster. Hardbound, $4.50. Paperback, 
$1.45. 

TAXPAYERS' HAYRIDE. By Jufius Duscha. 
Little, Brown. $6. 

Essays 

ALMS FOR OBLIVION: Essays by Edward 
Dahlberg. Univ. of Minnesota Press. $4.50. 

THE POET AND THE POLITICIAN AND 
OTHER ESSAYS. By Salvatore Quasimodo. 
Southern Illinois Univ. Press. $4.50. 

Fiction 

CONVENTION. By Fletcher Knebel and 
Charles W. Bailey, II. Harper & Row. 
$4.95. 

THE ENCHANTRESS. By Guy Bolton. 
Doubleday. $4.95. 

A FAIR DAY'S WORK. By Nicholas Mon-
sarrat. Sloane. $3.50. 

KNIGHT'S HONOR. By Roberta Gellis. 
Doubleday. $4.95. 

THE LOSER. By Borden Deal. Doubleday. 
$5.95. 

MAULEVER HALL. By Jane Aiken Hodge. 
Doubleday. $4.95. 

MY BROTHERS, REMEMBER MONICA. By 
Patricia McGerr. Kenedy. $4.50. 

WAGONS WEST. By Leslie Turner White. 
Doubleday. $4.50. 

History 

LEGION OF STRANGERS: The Vivid His
tory of a Unique Military Tradition—The 

(Continued on page 134) 

T H E 

The Western History Association an
nounces tliis distingiiislied new publica
tion created to bring you, four times each 
year, the true history of our West in fas
cinating articles and regular features by 
leading historians, authors, and research 
writers. These stimulating and authorita
tive writings are presented in handsome 
SVi X 11 voiumes illustrated with large 
photographs and drawings, distinctively 
and tastefully designed. 

In creating THE AMERICAN WEST the Associa
tion members decided upon a totally new illustrated 
publication to befit the lively writings and discov
eries of the very best Western historians. They se
lected a distinguished Board of Editors and ap
pointed Dr. A. Russell Mortensen of the University 
of Utah, with his skill for exciting presentation of 
accurate history, to edit it. As a result, THE 
AMERICAN WEST will at last bring you Ameri
ca's true Western heritage in volumes that are as 
graphically stimulating as the writings they contain 
—important and worthwhile reading the educated 
layman, as well as the scholar, will enjoy. 

If you act now you can become a Charter 
Subscriber at an immediate saving—with 
the guarantee that you will always be able 
to renew at much less than the regular 
subscription rate. 

THE AMERICAN WEST 
Dept. WZ, Menio Park, California 

CHARTER SOBSCRIPTION OPPORTUNITY 
— v o i d when the 2nd issue p e s to press in May. 

Gentlemen: I wish to become a Charter Sub
scriber to THE AMERICAN WEST at the 
special rate of $4.95 (regular rate $6) and to 
guarantee my right to renew at a lower-than-
regular rate as long as I continue to subscribe. 
4 big issues per year. 

D $4.95 enclosed D bill me 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 
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What in the world 

could possihly top this? 
1 % ' • • • 

This! 

When even the geometric grandeur of the Pyramids falls flat, visit India. At Madurai, wonder 
agam at the ^eat Meenakshi Temple. Nine soaring towers, richly carved with figures, depict 
the pageant of Indian Ufe. Meenakshi is a living symbol of India's holy traditions, the scene 
of never-ending rehgious festivals. An unexpected glory typical of India. In India you can be 
the pampered guest m a Maharaja's palace. Or the tranquil resident of a houseboat on a high 
Kashmir lake. For colorful literature about India and her modem faciUties, see your Travel 
Agent or wnte to the Government of India Tourist Ofiice. 
New York, 19 East 49th Street. San Francisco, 685 Market Street. Toronto, 177 King Street W. 
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