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THE Kennedy era, most people had 
assumed, had come to an end even 
before the Democratic convention 

in Atlantic City. And they assumed, too, 
that in President Johnson's eyes, at least, 
the Johnson era had begun. 

Johnson, after all, in a surprisingly 
short time has succeeded in embossing 
his own initials on Washington. But 
however much he has already accom
plished at the Presidential desk, however 
much the White House has changed 
from a little Versailles to a breezy bar
becue pit, and however peacockish his 
manner at times, he is too shrewd a man 
not to realize that he is still only some
thing like a roof superimposed on the 
edifice built by John F. Kennedy, and 
that he entered through the back door 
by fate and not by popular choice. 

It is not surprising, then, that the man 
who says he "likes to own people" does 
not wish to live in a structure built and 
still owned, at least spiritually, by some
one else; that he has now changed the 
motto which he appropriately gave to 
his Administration after he became 
President from "Let us continue" to "Let 
me begin." This, it seemed to me, was 
the key to the Democratic Convention. 

It had all the Johnsonian earmarks 
and yet it was still not quite his very 
own convention. For the moment most 
delegates will remember all their lives, 
the moment they will tell their children 
about, was the showing of the film album 
of the Kennedy years and the sixteen-
minute ovation for Robert Kennedy, 
who stood there in the sea of applause, 
his head bowed under the halo of his 
mourned brother. It was apparent that 
the Kennedy name still evokes a more 
spontaneous reaction than Johnson's. 

It is therefore understandably human 
that this was an uneasy circumstance for 
a man as proud and as self-centered as 
Mr. Johnson to sustain, and that he 
wants and needs more—a smashing man
date from the nation. 

President Johnson quite shrewdly and 
quite naturally assumes that in times of 
vmsurpassed prosperity, and in a world 
where life on the brink does not offer 
the kind of "peace of mind" Americans 
yearn for, the best bet is to offer stability 
and moderation, wisdom and restraint, 
patience and responsibility and, of 
course, fairness to all. And at this stage, 
it is better to rest his record on the 
achievements of the past six months 
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The Democratic Team 

rather than try to break new ground. 
4nd those achievements, in terms of new 
legislation, in terms of the economy, in 
terms of having at least made no false 
move in foreign policy, and in terms of 
leadership generally, are impressive. 

Lyndon Johnson knows he is not the 
type of man who can sweep the nation 
off its feet. And he suffers from what he 
considers the handicap of being a South
erner. Thus, in spite of the bursting self-
confidence, the unconcealed vanity, the 
highflown self-esteem he must display, 
he is a man of many hidden insecurities. 
In view of all this, he must rely for his 
acceptance on achievements. He must 
play the card of long experience in gov
ernment and in public affairs. And so 
he has come to the conclusion that the 
"image" he must project is that of the 
father figure—though he will never be 
an Eisenhower with a Texas lilt; for 
that he is too restless, too energetic, too 
much the doer. This attitude may not 
appeal to the liberals, but in a campaign 
against a Goldwater he probably feels 
they need no pampering. 

Johnson's selection of Senator Hum
phrey for the Vice Presidency is some
what of a deviation from his election 
strategy, which is to extend the Johnson 
political fish net as far and as wide as 
he can decently afford to do. Hubert 
Humphrey has always been considered 
a bit of a liberal bull in the china shop. 
But his horns have been blunted by 
years of running against various stone 
walls. Some have fallen before him, some 
on him, yet somehow he has always 
emerged chipper and full of optimism, 
ready to take on another obstacle. 

When at the Democratic Convention 
in 1948 he shattered most of the win
dows with his fiery appeal for a stronger 
civil rights platform than President Tru
man was willing to concede, and when 
he read the riot act to the Senate in his 
maiden speech there, many people did 
not think much of his political prospects 
in Washington. Although I would not 
wish to draw any conclusions, Hum
phrey's progress reminds me of Britain's 
Ramsay MacDonald, whose political 
fortunes were considered nil when he 
turned conscientious objector in World 
War I. Yet he eventually made the Prime 
Ministership. 

Humphrey's secret probably is that he 
enshrines the combination of the circum
spect reformer with that of the skilled 
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These young men are preparing for important careers with General Motors. 
Under the GM apprentice plan, they are learning the diemaker's skills. Once 
they have mastered this craft—and it will take them four years (8,000 hours) 
of on-the-job training and classroom study—each will be a skilled journeyman, 
qualified to make the complex dies, jigs and fixtures so vital to modern industry. 

This year, 2,753 General Motors apprentices are being trained for this and 
other trades—more than 30 in all. They are learning to be pattern makers, 
pipefitters, bricklayers, toolmakers, diesinkers, electricians and millwrights, 
to name a few. From the time they start training they are paid good wages on 
a regular rising scale. 

At the conclusion of their four-year courses, apprentices will have gained skills 
that will serve them well throughout their working careers. They are free, of 
course, to work anywhere they wish—but most stay with GM. We're glad of 
that. We need them. Talented people are indispensable to General Motors. 
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political pract't.oner, and in addition he 
has almost limitless energies, an im
mense capacity to absorb facts, and an 
insatiable curiosity. They are rare quali
ties, and they help to explain his success. 

None of the Vice Presidential can
didates President Johnson considered 
would have made much of a difference 
to the election campaign itself, accord
ing to various polls he had made. People 
vote for a President. But what could in
fluence them, perhaps, and of course the 
fate of the nation—especially with a man 
who has had a heart attack—is the matter 
of who would be his successor. And 
President Johnson saw in Humphrey 
the best campaigner and the best-quali
fied man. He has the broadest experi
ence in domestic and foreign affairs of 
any member of the Senate. He knows 
how to manipulate Congress; he is ar
ticulate (even overarticulate perhaps); 
he has lately been able to establish a 
friendly working relationship with 
Southern Senators; he is very much 
aware of all agricultural problems; and 
he is a thorough work horse. He may not 
quite project the image of being able o 
serve "all our people" as Johnson does, or 
likes to think he does, but he may pro
vide the kind of spark Johnson will need 
to get the Johnson era off the ground. 

It was Humphrey's panache, his abil
ity to lift the spirit of an audience, that 
brought the focus of the convention back 
to Johnson after it nearly drowned in 
nostalgia from seeing the Kennedy film. 
He changed the mood almost with a 
flip of his fingers, and in a few seconds 
he had injected into the mass audience 
before him a new gusto for the present. 

T 
-I HE President's problem is that he is 

so much better a leader than he sounds; 
and I am not of course referring to ac
cent, but to style and presentation, con
tent, and the ability to convey how 
deeply engaged he feels in the welfare 
of this nation and the world. At the 
convention Johnson generously admitted 
that his program is still the Kennedy 
program. The methods, the style, the 
techniques, of course, are unadulterated 
Johnson. They must be, and the Presi
dent's wish to eliminate anything that 
could divert attention from him is there
fore not surprising. 

Under the American system it is vitally 
important for the President to establish 
himself as the dominant authority. Feel
ing that he really deserved to become 
President, and not having Truman's 
modesty, he obviously finds it painful, 
in a way it never was to Truman, that 
fate rather than the ballot box opened 
the door to the White House. His yearn
ing to see the Johnson Era ushered in is 
the more understandable in view of his 
deep urge to prove to history that a 
Southerner can unite the American 
nation. —HENRY BRANDON. 
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PREHISTORY 
AND THE 
BEGINNINGS OF 
CIVILIZATION. 
Jacquetta Hawkes 
and 
Sir Leonard Wootley 
The widely-hailed initial volume of the 
UNESCO HISTORY OF MANKIND-a 
global history written from an interna
tional viewpoint. 

GREAT RELIGIONS OF MODERN MAN: 
Buddhism, Catholicism, Protestantism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism. 
A massive home library presenting the 
meanings and contemporary significance 
of the world's major faiths—with exten
sive selections froni their great writings. 

PEDRO MARTINEZ: A Mexican Peasant 
and his Family and THE CHILDREN OF 
SANCHEZ: The Autobiography of a 
Mexican Peasant and his Family 
Oscar Lewis 

Already hailed as classics, .< 
these books are two of the 
most moving human doc
uments of our time-por- ' 
traying in their full sad- ^ ^ ^ 
ness and dignity the des- *̂-̂ -̂  ' 
titute worlds of the rural 
peasant and the urban 
slum dweller. 

THE WORLD OF LOVE. 
The full scope and depth 
of human love-from its 
experience, meanings, 
and pathologies to its 
social and moral aspects 
—explored in the great 
writings of over 100 phi
losophers, psychologists, 
theologians, anthropolo
gists, and novelists. In
c l u d i n g M e n n i n g e r , 
Proust, Freud, Aristotle, 
Fromm, Adier, Lawrence, 
Malinowski, Dostoevski, 
and James. 

PATTERNS OF MYTH 
Alan Watts. General Editor 
Alpha: The Myths of Creation, by Charles 
H. Long. The Wisdom of the Serpent: The 
Myths of Death, Rebirth, and Resurrec
tion, by Joseph L. Henderson & Maude 
Oakes. The Two Hands of God: The Myths 
of Polarity, by Alan Watts. Major themes 
on the myths of human experience pre
sented in authoritative texts, extensive 
source readings, and illustrations. 

AIMYS 
OF THESE VALUABLE REFERENCE WORKS 

FOR ONLY 
(Combined Retail Values Up to $45.45) 

Ranging from the excitement of contemporary drama to a massive 
set surveying the world's major religions, these distinguished refer
ence voiumes-and the outstanding bool<s listed be low-are a vivid 
demonstration of the high quality of selections that The Book Find 
Club will make available to you as a member. You will recognize 
them as books of current interest and lasting value. What is more, 
you may have the Book Find Club selections you want at savings as 
high as 40%. Then, when your introductory agreement is completed, 
you will be entitled to choose a free bonus book after every third 
selection that you take. Why not take advantage of this excep
tional opportunity today? And accept any two of these valuable 
reference works for only $4.95, as your introduction to the many 
benefits of membership in The Book Find Club. 

THE MASKS OF GOD: 
Primitive, OrI«ntal, and 
Occidental Mythology 
Joseph Campbell 

The oldest truth? of man's 
inner life seen in the light 
of a new science to which 
psychology, anthropolo
gy, and a rchaeo logy 
contribute. 

THE GREAT AGES OF 
^^r»*,^r«„ WESTERN PHILOSOPHY 

;̂ The major writings of the 
i g rea t p h i l o s o p h e r s 

J if i through history to today— 
i accompanied by inter-

r̂̂ Ttnr'—j;:;̂  ̂  pretive commentaries to 
«« ,«*™««̂  reveal the development 

: 01 philosophy from St. 
: Augus t ine to James, 
'•• Sartre, and Russell. 

CENSORSHIP: The Search for the 
Obscene and PRIVACY: The Right to be 
Let Alone 
Mom's L. Ernst and Alan U. Schwartz 

The histories, natures, and implications 
for the future of two most controversial 
aspects of the law-thoroughly illustrated 
with actual case histories. 

THE I ' l t 
AMERICAN t I r 
IMAGE i J 
edited by h '{ ' 
Ernest R. May i H 
Society, ^f ^ i; 
Foreign Policy, 
Political Process, Economy. 
A basic 4-volume library of significant 
writings on American Civilization—from 
Jefferson and Lincoln, to Roosevelt and 
Kennedy, from Twain and James to Reis-
man and Baldwin. 

THE WORLD OF PSYCHOLOGY 
Exploring the whole range of motives under
lying man's behavior—his perceptions, myths, 
dreams, fears; his love, hate, and guilt; his ven
tures into self-discovery-this massive compen
dium of theories, case studies, and works from 
world literature contains essential writings by 
Plato, Freud, Dostoevsky, Jung, Nietzsche, 
Kafka, Huxley, Fromm, Sartre, and more than 
70 other foremost writers and authorities. 

O U T S T A N D I N G R E C E N T S E L E C T I O N S 

Crisis in Black and White, Charles E, Si iberman. Retail $5.95. .Member 's pr ice $4.95. 

Science: Tlie Glorious Entertainment, Jacques Barzun. 
Retail $6.00 lylember's pr ice $4.95. 

The Fate of Man, edi ted by Crane Br inton. Inc luding Plato, Sophocles, Aquinas, 
Nietzsche, Engels, Freud, Toynbee, Kant, Whi tehead, K luckhohn, Shapley, Huxley, 
and more. Retail $7.50 Ivlember's pr ice $4.95. 

Images of Man: The Classic Tradition in Sociological Thinking, edi ted by C. Wright 
Mi l ls . Penetrat ing studies of man by L ippmann, Spencer, Weber, Marx, Engels, 
Veblen, and many others. Retail $7.50 Member 's pr ice $4.95. 

Saint Genet: Actor and Martyr, Jean-Paul Sartre. Retail $8.50.. .Member 's pr ice $5.95. 

Abundance lor What? David Riesman; and The Martyred, Richard E. K im. Combined 
retail pr ice $11.00 Combined member 's pr ice $6.50. 

The Essential Walter Lippmann: A Political Philosophy lor Liberal Democracy. 
Editors: Cl inton Rossiter & James t a r e . Retail $7.50 Member 's pr ice $5.50. 

Memories, Dreams, Reflections, C. G. Jung. Retail $7.50 Member 's pr ice $5.95. 

The Vital Balance: The Lite Process in Mental Health and Illness. Karl Menninger. 
Retail $10.00 Member 's pr ice $6.95. 

The City in History, Lewis Mumford. Retail $11.50 Member 's pr ice $6,95. 

The Basic Writings ol Bertrand Russell. Retail $10.00 Member 's pr ice $5.95. 

Identity and Anxiety: Survival ol the Person in Mass Society. Inc luding Mead, Orwel l , 
Rosenberg, Howe, Richards, Gorer, Jaspers, Mi l l s , and more. 
Retail $7.50 Member 's pr ice $5.50. 

The Invisible Government, David Wise and Thomas B. Ross. 
Retail S5.95 Member's price $4.50. 

THE BOOK FilVD CLUB, INC. 
215 Park Avenue South, New York, New York 10003 

You may enrol l me and send the 2 reference works ind i 
cated below for only $4.95 (plus postage and handl ing). I 
agree to buy four addi t ional select ions or alternates from 
tfie wide range of books that wi l l be made avai lable to me 
in the coming year at substantial savings. When I do not 
want the current se lec t i on -o r prefer to order another book 
— I may do so on the convenient form provided for this pur
pose. I may cancel my membership at any t ime after pur
chasing the four addi t ional books. 

Reference works 1 . 

2 . 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss 

Please print ful l name 

Address 

Ci ty State Zip Code. 

(Same otter & prices apply in Canada: 
105 Bond St., Toronto 2, Ont.) 
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Top of My Head 
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ALETTER came this morning from 
the RCA Service Company of 

• Camden, New Jersey, personal 
physicians to my TV set for many years. 
And not a moment too soon, because 
all summer my set has suffered an 
agonizing siege of the re-runs and now 
must be put into shape to receive all 
these new goodies the networks have 
been promising us. 

What's needed most for moie enjoy
ment of my TV set, the letter says, is 
a program of better-planned mainte
nance. Actually, what is really needed 
is a maintenance of better-planned pro
graming. But the RCA Service Com
pany promises only to give "complete 
protection to the parts and tubes of 
your color TV set." It does nothing for 
the parts and tubes of the vice presi
dents in charge of what we see on TV. 

I've been doing business with this 
nice company a long time—about ten 
years, if my otiose memory serves me— 

Somewhere Over the Rainbow 

even before color came into our spec-
trums. Every season this letter came, 
the bill foi' a year's service was paid 
in advance, and the parade through our 
apartment of the service men with their 
little black first-aid kits was constant. 
Skilled of hand, quick of eye, they 
turned a screw here, tightened a nut 
there, and breathed new life into our 
TV set. Then came color and I must say 
that nothing seems to help. 

Oh, the men still come! Many of 
them think of om' living room as their 
home away from home. The little lady 
plies them with colas and matches and 
entreats them not to la\' their black 
tools on the white vinyl flooring. But 
their interest is color. And they fiddle 
and faddle with hidden knobs and 
tubes until they are satisfied that the 
color is in order again. Little do they 
know that when they leave and slam 
the door, even ever so lightly, the knobs 
and tubes fall back into disrepair and 

SUPERB SERVED CHILLED WITH YOlUR AFTER-DINNER <X>P]F«e 
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the color is drained from the cheeks of 
our set. 

And do you know how their letter 
refers to this furniture phenomenon? 
"One of the miracles of the electronic 
age." Honest. I quote from their letter: 

"Dear RCA Victor Color Television 
Owner," it begins. I've been doing 
business with them for many years. 
Wouldn't you think by now it would be 
simply "Dear Victor"? 

To continue: "For some time now 
you have been enjoying one of the 
miracles of the electronic age—color 
television!" 

The exclamation point is theirs. 
"We trust that during that time you 

have enjoyed many fine months of 
gi'cat entertainment." 

Now what channel do you suppose 
they've been watching? 

"Naturally, you'll want to make some 
definite provision for the future serv
ing of yom- color receiver. Much more 
enjoyable than black-and-white TV, 
your color set is a prized possession." 

Now hold it just one darned minute, 
fellows. In the first place, I think we 
should stop referring to them as "color" 
sets. These days the word has an un
pleasant connotation. In my home there 
are two TV sets. One is black and white. 
The other is red and green. Those are 
the only two colors we can depend on 
with our set. No matter how many 
times you come to the house, no mat
ter how long you fool with the set, by 
the time the Tonight show comes 
around everything is either red and 
green or green and red. 

I take that back. There are times 
when the colors return unexpectedly. 
The other night while watching the 
Yankees I saw Mickey Mantle chase a 
fly ball across a field of the most beau
tiful orange grass you ever saw. 

There is one other place I get nice 
color on my red and green set. And 
that's while watching a show that is 
in black and white. During this show 
there is a lacy border of rainbow colors 
on the right side of my pictuie. I get 
the feeling they're waiting in the wings 
for a show in color to come along and 
they can do their stuff. Needless to say, 
most of them fail to show up. Red and 
green, of course, are always there, and 
sometimes mauve. But mostly just red 
and green—neither of which is my 
favorite color. 

And even sometimes one of those 
colors fails me. While watching Meet 
the Press the other evening on my red 
and green set, I heard Lawrence Spivak 
and Frank McGee ask some rather 
pointed questions of Robert Welch, of 
the John Birch Society. When he an
swered and didn't blush I knew my led 
was gone. On the other hand, the set 
probabb, felt Mr. Welch's antipathy. 

—GOODMAN ACE. 
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