Shakoes in a Yeasty Time: The late
Robert Benchley is credited with having
declared that “all generalizations about
women are made by men under five feet
four.” There are probably comparable
hazards to generalizations about success-
tul newspaper proprietorship, but the
temptation offered by the “selected dis-
quisitions” of E. W. Scripps in I Protest
(Wisconsin, $12.50) is more than can
be resisted.

This random and oddly delightful vol-
ume, introduced and edited by Oliver
Knight of the University of Wisconsin
school of journalism, invites the general-
ization that success with a newspaper or
newspapers is most often attributable to
the force of character of an individual.
The names of many pop up in any look
at American journalistic history, Unfor-
tunately, other names pop up to make
the generalization less than satisfying.
Press lords of the counting house were
not uncommon.

E. W. Scripps, founder of the group
of papers latterly known as the Scripps-
Howard chain, and of what is now
known as United Press International, in-
dulged himself in dictating his views
after his retirement to his Hearst-like
ranch outside San Diego. These pieces
range from highly personal ruminations
to needle-sharp directions to his editors
and managerial associates. They are set
in two time tracts, Scripps’s own span of
life and the first quarter of the twentieth
century.

The first thirteen, somewhat pom-
pously headed “Search for Life,” provide
a savory intimation of the man—loqua-
cious, conceited, not very deep, but oh
so determined. Whether they provide an
adequate portrayal had best be left to

others, but they can be taken to reveal

one kind of mind it took to make a
success in American journalism in that
generation,

Those interested in the history of
newspapers in the United States will
want to read the second group of dis-
quisitions in the glow of the first, but
they will do well to hold in mind the
period of American history in which E.
W. Scripps scored his success, This was
a veasty time when references to the
social awakening had burning meaning;
and Scripps’s advice to a new editor,
Paul C. Edwards, was decidedly in tune
with the time. This item, a combination
of two documents written by Edwards
and Scripps, is in many ways the gem of
the book.

E. W. Scripps’s lucubrations on re-
form, politics, foreign affairs, American
business, and labor are of historical in-
terest, but the reader catches himself
wondering what other artifacts would
be unearthed in the same layers of com-
pacted soil. Time has moved on with a
vengeance, and these are what Robert
Louis Stevenson once described as many
fierce-looking shakoes on broomsticks
still peeking above a parapet from which
the soldiery has long since passed on.

I Protest runs to considerable length
—761 pages of text, plus a tabular listing
of the E. W. Scripps newspapers, and an
excellent bibliography and index. The
book bespeaks the vigor of Scripps’s
mind and the range of his interests; it is
good reading, certainly to any who have
pursued newspaper work and probably
to many general readers. It also bespeaks
first-rate scholarship by Mr. Knight and
his colleagues at the University of
Wisconsin. —NarT S. FINNEY.
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New Writing
from the
Philippines

A Critique
and Anthology

By leonard Casper. This is an exciting
introduction to the rich variety and qual-
ity of contemporary Philippine writing in
English. The first extended critical study
of the literature to be published in the
United States, it combines a critique of
some thirty Philippine writers with an an-
thology of nearly forty pieces, including
Nick Joaquin’s remarkable play, Portrait
of the Artist as Filipino. $7.95

Swinburne
Replies

Notes on Poems and Reviews,
Under the Microscope,
Dedicatory Epistle

Edited by Clyde Kenneth Hyder. Here in
their first critical edition are Swinburne’s
three most important rejoinders to his cri-
tics, essays that constitute, in effect, his
ars poetica. Brilliantly displaying Swin-
burne’s genius for stinging invective, they
are important for their biographical reve-
lations, and for their strategic place in
literary history.

The editor has provided an illuminating
introduction and detailed critical notes.

$5.25
Gabriele D’Annunzio
in France
A Study in

Cultural Relations

By Giovanni Gullace. D’Annunzio’s phe-
nomenal personal and literary success in
France in the years before World War |
provides the focus for this study, which
examines his novels, theatre, poetry, and
personality, and analyzes the cultural
trends of the period, to discover why the
flamboyant writer was far more enthusi-
astically acclaimed in France thon in his

native ltaly in those decades. $6.25

At your bookstore or
SYRACUSE

UNIVERSITY
PRESS

Syracuse, New York 13210
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W. B. Yeats

and Georgian Ireland

BY DonaLp T. TORCHIANA

During the last twenty years of his life,
the period in which he wrote his best
poetry, Yeats felt a close identification
with Protestant Ireland and its eight-
eenth-century heritage, Professor Tor-
chiana has made a thorough study of
these influences, bringing to our atten-
tion many unpublished Yeats papers,
letters, speeches, and interviews.

xvi + 378 pages $10.95

Internal Evidence
and Elizabethan
Dramatic Authorship

BY S. SCHOENBAUM

Even though the Elizabethan period was
the greatest in English stage history, its
documentary records of authorship are
often fragmentary, contradictory, or er-
roneous. This study, an essay in literary
history and method, discusses various
solutions to the problem.

xi -+ 232 pages $7.50

Northwestern University Press
Evanston, Illinois

DOCUMENTS ON
RUSSIAN - AMERICAN
RELATIONS —

WASHINGTON TO EISENHOWER

by Stanley S. Jados, Ph.D.

An important title which will meet the need
for quick and convenient reference in any his-
torical inquiry that may be undertaken. The
classification is chronological and alphabetical.

$12.95

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
IN SOUTHERN ITALY,
1950 - 1960

by Joseph A. Martellaro, Ph.D.

This new title explains the types of aid that
have heen provided to help this section, the
steps the residents are taking to improve their
conditions, and the form of possible future
assistance.

$4.95

Publishers of
THE FATHERS OF
THE CHURCH
Write for Brochure

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
OF AMERICA PRESS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20017
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York State

Continued from page 59

“My Aunt Susan” are suitable for ado-
lescent readers of any age.
All of the stories are, alas, a disappoint-

" ment. They tell us nothing much about

the war itself, nor anything of signifi-

. cance about its impact on those who

kept the home fires burning. Frederic
even fails to illuminate the war issues,

i issues to which his Mohawk Valley
' neighbors never appear to give thought

or expression. You may read through the
volume and never guess that slavery ex-

. isted, or that the North fought to end it

and preserve the Union.
Though Stories of York State fails

* either to illuminate the tragedy of the
i Civil War to achieve any high degree
i of literary distinction, Thomas F. O'Don-
, nell is to be commended for making
! Frederic’s tales available again, not only
. to admirers of The Damnation of Theron
. Ware, but to all those with a serious in-

terest in the development of American
fiction.

It may be that the trauma of the Civil
War so stunned the American psyche in
the latter part of the nineteenth century
that Frederic’s stories are as close as any
writer could come to the actual experi-
ence. It has taken seventy-five or 100
years and all the developments of twen-
tieth-century psycho-sociological science
to enable the contemporary mind finally

to come to terms with this buried wound.

Evening for Insights

People in the Summer Night, by
Frans Eemil Sillanpddi, translated
from the Finnish by Alan Blair (Wis-
consin. 158pp $4), generally regarded
as the last impressive work of the
Finnish Nobel Prize-winner in Lit-

| erature (1939), is a series of vignettes

that compound into a perceptive dis-
course on the human condition. Col-
umbia’s Professor Emeritus John H.
Wuorinen has published several
books; the latest are “A History of
Finland” and “Scandinavia.”

By JOHN H. WUORINEN

ILLANPAA, born in 1888, was the
son of a crofter and farm hand. De-
spite most modest circumstances, he was
able to acquire the secondary-school ed-
ucation necessary for matriculation at

i the University of Helsinki, where his
' main field of interest was biology. Four

years at the university sufficed to pull
him away from the concerns of science
and propelled him toward a literary ca-
reer. His first full-length novel appeared

in 1916, and three years later he was
recognized as a main figure in the world
of Finnish and general Scandinavian
letters.

When People in the Summer Night
was published in 1934, Sillanpiid could
look back on two decades of successful
literary effort. The thirty years before
his death in 1964 at the age of seventy-
five, on the other hand, witnessed a de-
cline of his creative powers, although he
published his highly regarded The
Month of August in 1941 and continued
to publish until 1957, These and other
essential biographical data are ably sum-
marized by Thomas Henry Warburton
in his introduction, which, incidentally,
does not disclose the fact that War-
burton himself has an important place in
Finland’s literary firmament; his publica-
tions since the mid-Forties include an
excellent survey of Swedish-language
literature in Finland.

To characterize People in the Summer
Night is by no means easy. Alan Blair’s
translation more than suffices, to be sure,
to make the reader aware of the high
literary quality of the work. Yet the
story itself, composed as it is of well over
forty sketches describing and comment-
ing on a luminous summer night during
which a variety of human beings move,
interact, and portray many-sided reality,
has an elusive quality not easy to cap-
ture. Birth, love, death, and problems
and frustrations large and small, experi-
enced or observed by old and young,
the untutored and the sophisticate, are
depicted and emerge as components of
reality skillfully delineated.

This novel, indeed a fine introduction
to a central Finnish literary figure dur-
ing the past half-century, is one of the
Nordic Translation Series published by
the University of Wisconsin in conjunc-
tion with the Nordic Council. Richard
B. Vowles and his colleagues on the Ad-
visory Committee have demonstrated
once again the significant contribution
the Department of Scandinavian Studies
at Madison is making to American stud-
ies of Scandinavia; they deserve more
than a hasty nod of approval.
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