
L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
The New Left 
EDWARD M . KEATING, in "The New Left: 

What Does It Mean?" [Sfl, Sept. 24], 
makes some teUing points in his critique of 
the postwar poHcies of the United States, 
and of the assumptions which underhe 
these pohcies. Unfortunately, these points 
are hkely to be obscured by Mr. Keating's 
unfair and untrue statements about pohtical 
moderates. 

According to Keating, only the extremists, 
right or left, on the American political scene 
are willing to deal with issues. This is 
nonsense. Keating himself tells us that Ron
ald Reagan won the California primary by 
"appealing to the base instincts of fear and 
hostility." 

In fact, it is usually the moderates who 
make progress possible in our political 
system by painstakingly formulating com
promises that are acceptable to contending 
groups. 

JAMES E . MCGOVERN. 

Arlington, Va. 

EDWARD M . KEATING'S article is one of the 
most perceptive political writings we have 
seen for some time. If Americans can be led 
to look at life as the "New Left" does, there 
is a bright future ahead. 

W. F . UNRUH. 
North Newton, Kan. 

MH. KEATING'S principal message is that 
"nonviolence" must supplant our foreign 
policy, which he claims is based solely on 
"naked force" to the exclusion of peaceful 
approaches such as effective economic 
assistance. 

From my first-hand observation of the 
AID program in Latin America, I know 
that Keating is ignorant of the facts and 
that his charge is false. We are foremost 
among nations in this field for reasons 
which stem from our own humanitarian 
ideals. Where we have resorted to arms, as 
ill Vietnam, we have done so with the 
knowledge that nonviolence in the face of 
aggression and terror does not serve hu
mane ends. 

CHARLES J. STEPHENS. 
Eiigartown, Mass. 

1 CAN ASSURE YOU that a great many mem-
beis of the "New Left" do not share the 
slance of Mr. Keating, Robert Scheer, et al. 
Cxjiitrary to what Mr. Keating would have 
\ ()u believe, many if not most of the young 
members of the Left today are not ready 
to commit themselves uncritically to a posi
tion of trying to "radicalize" or "realign" 
flic Democratic or Republican parties. Nor 
do we attempt merely "to work within it 
[the present system] by running for elec
tive office." 

Electoral action is in itself a valid form 
of political struggle, but to associate it ex
clusively with reform and the attempt to 
"force" Democratic politicians leftward is 
to entirely mistake the intent of a large 
portion of the New Left. 

D A N RAPHAEL. 

Tacoma, Wash. 

SK/October 15, 1966 
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"I know it's 'creativity time,' Miss Hadley, but 
I can't just turn it on and off like that.' 

For the Record 
REGARDING THE COMMENTS about Richard 
M. Nixon's views reprinted from the Van
couver Sim [As OTHERS SEE US, SR, Aug. 
20], it is and has been his position that: 
a ) No American foreign aid should go to 
any nation that trades with the Communist 
regime in North Vietnam while that regime 
is fielding an army against American troops 
in the South; b ) there should be no Ameri
can trade with any shipping company that 
participates in this trade with the Commu
nist regime in Hanoi. 

However, it is not and it has not been 
Mr. Nixon's position that trade should be 
cut off with nations involved in trading 
with Hanoi. 

I trust that this letter will clear up any 
misunderstandings in this matter. 

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN, 
Aide to Mr. Nixon. 

New York, N.Y. 

Enterprise in Russia 

MEYER LEVIN'S ARTICLE, "The $500 Mis

understanding" [BOOKED FOR TRAVEL, SR, 

Sept. 24], offers a glimpse of Russian life 
that we seldom see—the urge of private en
terprise. I was especially interested to hear 
that a small army of Russian speculators 
would dare, openly, to attempt the pur
chase of American-made shoes, shirts, ball
point pens, cameras, car-luggage racks, and 
even cars. 

An American car is a conspicuous object, 
especially in Russia, and conditions must 
be greatly changed to tempt a Soviet citi
zen to dare own one, especially in view 
of the strict laws against such black-market 
items, and the severe penalties meted out 
for breaking these laws. 

Perhaps those who say that human na

ture and time will change the Soviet policy 
are right. 

PEHLEY HENDERSON, JR. 
Pittsburg, N.H. 

FAO and the Army 
R.L.T.'s VERY INTERESTING editorial ["Hya
cinths, Coconuts, and the FAO," Sept. 17] 
on plagues and insects which destroy food 
crops neglected one of the most malignant 
destroyers. To the list of desert locust, water 
hyacinth, quelea quelea bird, and coconut 
disease you should add the name of the 
United States military forces ruthlessly en
gaged in chemical warfare in Vietnam. 

Shouldn't this be a matter for the FAO's 
concern? 

R. C. ADAMS. 
Coopersburg, Pa. 

The Fader Method 

I WAS INTERESTED in your report on Dr. 
Daniel Fader's book. Hooked on Books 
[TRADE WINDS, June 25]. 

This summer, while working at Douglass 
College in New Brunswick, New Jersey, I 
had the opportunity to see his method in 
action. There was a REAP group on campus 
working with high-school students. Their 
goal was to stimulate an interest in reading 
and in academic matters. The main meeting 
room of this group contained wire racks 
filled with paperback books. On top of each 
rack was the inviting sign saying PLEASE 
TOUCH. AS the summer progressed, these 
books were being more than just touched. 
Students could be seen sprawled on the 
lawns absorbed in their reading. These chil
dren, who were "not interested in books," 
were reading a couple of books a week! 

LINDA MUTTERER. 
New Brunswick, N.J. 
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(MytMestmtii^is§)odenM^Jorchildren 

Understanding Others 
ADOPTED JANE 

by Helen F. Daringer; illustrated by 
Kate Seredy. An orphaned child finds 
a family in this moving story. Ages 8-12 

$2.95 A / B / D / G / H / I / J / L 
CHUCARO, WILD PONY 

OF THE PAMPA 
by Francis Kalnay; illustrated by Ju
lian de Miskey. A remarkable story set 
on an Argentinian ranch. Ages 8-12 

$2.75 A / B / J V L / N / Q / S 
A FRIEND IS SOMEONE 

WHO LIKES YOU 
by Joan Walsh Anglund. An unparal
leled favorite with all ages, beguiling-
ly told and pictured. All ages 

$1.95 A / B V J / L 
ALL-AMERICAN 

by John R. Tunis; illustrated by Hans 
Walleen. Problems of democracy 
in terms of school life. Ages 12 up 

$3.50 A / B V C / D / E / F / H / I / J / L 

GIRL ON WITCHES' HILL 
by Mildred Lawrence. A girl, new to 
New England, gradually accepts her 
very different life. Ages 14 up 

$3.25 A/J /L 
THE HUNDRED DRESSES 

by Eleanor Estes; illustrated by Louis 
Slobodkin. How intolerance hurts a 
Polish girl in an American school is 
vividly portrayed. Ages 6-10 

$3.50 A / B ' V D / G / H / I / J 
LITTLE PEAR 

by Eleanor Frances Lattimore. The 
story of a boy in prewar China, now a 
children's classic. Ages 7-10 

$2.95 A / B * V D / G / H / I / J 
LOVE IS A SPECIAL WAY 

OF FEELING 
by Joan Walsh Anglund. The ways in 
which we show and recognize love, 
written with deep feeling. All ages 

$1.95 A / B ' / J ' / K / L 
TWO IS A TEAM 

by Lorraine and Jerrold Beim; illus
trated by Ernest Crichlow. A Negro 
boy and a white boy work and play to
gether. Ages 4-8 

$2.75 A / B V D / G / H / J ° ° 

People, Places, and Ideas 
ABE LINCOLN GROWS UP 

by Carl Sandburg; illustrated by James 
Daugherty. Chapters on Lincoln's boy
hood from Abraham Lincoln: The Prai
rie Years. Ages 12 up 

$3.75 A / B ' V C V E / F / H / I / J 

DEAR DRAGON 
. . . and Other Useful Letter 

Forms for Young Ladies 
and Gentlemen 

by Sesyle Joslin and Irene Haas. Be
guiling introduction to letter writing. 

Ages 6 up $2.25 A / B / J V K / L 
PAGES, PICTURES, AND PRINT 

A Book in t h e M a k i n g 
by Joanna Foster. The various stages 
from 'manuscript to hard-bound vol
ume clearly described. Ages 10 up 

$2.95 A / B V C / E / G / J V K / L 

A TASTE OF CHAUCER 
Select ions f rom 

The Canterbury Tales 
edited by Anne Malcolmson; illustrat
ed by Enrico Arno. Excellent verse 
translation with notes and glossary. 

Ages 12 up $3.75 A / J ° V L / S 

THERE IS A DRAGON IN MY BED 
And O t h e r Useful Ph ra ses in 

F r e n c h and Eng l i sh 
by Sesyle Joslin and Irene Haas. A 
dual-language picture book showing 
two children on a trip to Paris. 
Ages 6 up $2.25 A / B ' / G / I / J ' / L / S 

THIS IS YOUR CENTURY 
by Geoffrey Trease; illustrated with 
photographs, drawings and maps. A 
history of the world in the 20th century. 

Ages 14 up $6.95 A / J ° / K / L / Q 

Picture Books 

A LITTLE HOUSE OF YOUR OWN 
by Beatrice Schenk de Regniers and 
Irene Haas. Delightful drawings dem
onstrate a child's secret hiding places. 

Ages 3-8 $2.25 B / D / J / K / R 

APE IN A CAPE 
An A l p h a b e t of O d d Animal s 

by Fritz Eichenberg. Simple nonsense 
rhymes for each letter of the alphabet. 

Ages 4-8 $3,00 A / B / H / I / J / L / S 
BABY ELEPHANT 

AND THE SECRET WISHES 
by Sesyle Joslin and Leonard Weis-
gard. Baby Elephant has a merry time 
on Christmas Eve. Ages 4-8 

$2.50 A/B/J-ZK/L 
DANCING IN THE MOON 

C o u n t i n g R h y m e s 
by Fritz Eichenberg. The numbers up 
to twenty in amusing rhymes and pic
tures about animals. Ages 4-8 

S3.25 A / B / D / I / J / L / S 

FINDERS KEEPERS 
by Will and Nicolas. Brilliant, humor
ous drawings and an original story 
about two dogs. Ages 5-9 

$3.25 A / B V D / G / I / J - ' / L / O 

FROG WENT A-COURTIN' 
by John LangstafF and Feodor Rojan-
kovsky. The American version of a 
well-known ballad, with rollicking pic
tures. Ages 4-8 

$2.95 A / B ° V D / H / I / J / L / 0 / Q / S 

I KNOW A LOT OF THINGS 
by Ann and Paul Rand. A child's sense 
of wonder caught in imaginative prose 
and pictures. Ages 3-6 

$3.50 A / B / D / H / I / J ° ° / K 
THE LITTLE RED LIGHTHOUSE 

AND THE GREAT GRAY BRIDGE 
by Hildegarde H. Swift and Lynd 
Ward. A story about a lighthouse near 
a New York Citv bridge. Ages 4-8 

' $3.25 A / B / G / H / I / J 
MANY MOONS 

by James Thurber and Louis Slobod
kin. A humorous tale of a princess who 
wanted the moon. Ages 8-12 

$3.50 A / B ° V G / H / I / J ° V O 

PITSCHI 
by Hans Fischer. An enchantingly il
lustrated story of a kitten who believes 
he can be anything. Ages 4-8 

$4.95 A / B V G / H / I / J / K / L / S 

SEE AND SAY 
A Picture Book in 4 Languages 
by Antonio Frasconi. Words and ev
eryday phrases in English, Italian, 
French, and Spanish. Ages 4 up 

$3.25 A / B V D / G / H / J / K / L / S 

THE SLEEPING BEAUTY 
by the Brothers Grimm and Felix Hoff
mann. The favorite old story of the 
princess who slept for a hundred years. 

Ages 5-8 $3.95 A / B V I / J " V L / S 

A WISH FOR LITTLE SISTER 
by Jacqueline Ayer. A glowing portrait 
of a small girl in Bangkok. Ages 5-9 

$2.95 A / B / J V K / L 

High Adventure 
THE BOUNDARY RIDERS 

by Joan Phipson; illustrated by Marga
ret Horder. Three children get lost in 
the Australian "outback" country. 

Ages 9-12 $3.00 A/B/J ' ' /K /L 
GUNS IN THE HEATHER 

by Lockhart Amerman. A fast-moving 
tale of espionage set in the Highlands. 

Ages 12 up $3.25 A / J V L / S 
THE LONE HUNT 

by William O. Steele; illustrated by 
Paul Galdone. An unforgettable story 
of Tennessee in pioneer days. Ages 8-12 

$2.95 A / B V D / E / I / J V K / L 
STAR MAN'S SON: 2250 A.D. 

by Andre Norton; illustrated by Nico
las Mordvinoff. Superior science-fic
tion. Ages 14 up $3.25 C / E / H / I / J / L 

RED HORSE HILL 
by Stephen W. Meader; illustrated by 
Lee Townsend. A stirring story of a boy 
and a roan colt. Ages 12 up 

S3.50 A / B ' / C / D / E / H / J 
WINTER DANGER 

by William O. Steele; illustrated by 
Paul Galdone. Frontier life in the 
1700's \ividlv portrayed. Ages 8-12 
$3.00 A / B / C / D / E / G / H / I / J / K / L / Q 

Folk and Fairy Tales, 
Tall Tales and Legends 

ALPHONSE, THAT BEARDED ONE 
by Natalie Savage Carlson; illustrated 
by Nicolas Mordvinoff. An hilarious 
tale from French Canada about an un
usual bear. Ages 6-10 

$2.95 A / B / D / G / H / I / J / K / L / Q / S 
DAVY CROCKETT 

by Constance Rourke; illustrated by 
James MacDonald. A biography with 
new facts and legends. Ages 12 up 

$3.25 A / B V C / D / E / F / H / I / J 

DAVY CROCKETT'S 
EARTHQUAKE 

by William O. Steele; illustrated by 
Nicolas Mordvinoff. A tall tale of Davy 
Crockett's bear-hunting expedition to 
Tennessee. Ages 6-10 

$2.50 A / B / G / I / J / K / L / R 

FAIRY TALES 
by E. E. Cummings; illustrated by 
John Eaton. Four beautiful, humorous, 
tender stories. Ages 5 up $4.50 J /L 

THE DAY THE COW SNEEZED 
by James Flora. A rollicking, zany story 
to delight young readers. Ages 6-9 

$3.50 A/B/J /L 
THE KING'S DRUM 

and Other African Stories 
by Harold Courlander; illustrated by 
Enrico Arno. Twenty-nine folk tales 
from many regions of Africa. Ages 8-12 

$3.00 A / B V J V L 
PAUL BUNYAN 

by Esther Shephard; illustrated by 
Rockwell Kent. Tales of the gigantic 
lumberjack, vigorously pictured. Ages 
12 up $4.50 A / B ^ V C V D / E / H / I / J 

ROOTABAGA STORIES 
by Carl Sandburg; illustrated by Maud 
and Miska Petersham. An omnibus vol
ume, including Rootabaga Stories and 
Rootabaga Pigeons. Ages 8-12 

$4.50 A / B V H / I / J 
TIKTA'LIKTAK 

An Esk imo L e g e n d 
by James Houston. The legendary ad
ventures of a young Eskimo hunter. 

Ages 7-11 $295 A / J / L / T 
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ZEEE 
by Elizabeth Enright; illustrated by 
Irene Haas. A tiny fairy finds a real 
friend and a permanent home. 

Ages 6-10 $3.50 J /K/L 

Science 
ALL KINDS OF TIME 

by Harry Behn. A picture book about 
clocks, time, and the seasons. Ages 5-9 

$3.00 A / B V H / J / L 
COMMUNICATION: FROM 

CAVE WRITING TO TELEVISION 
by Julie Forsyth Batchelor; illus
trated by C. D. Batchelor. A his 
tory of communication, with 
instructions for simple experi 
ments. Ages 9-12 $2.75 

A / B ° / D / G / H / I / J ° / L ^ 4 5 e r ^ < -

LIFELINE 
The Story of 

Your Circulatory System 
by Leo Schneider; illustrated by Jere 
Donovan. The story of blood and all its 
functions. Ages 10-14 

$2.95 A / B / C V D / E / G / J V K / L 
PLANTS 

A Guide to Plant Hobbies 
by Herbert S. Zim; illustrated by John 
W. Brainerd. For the amateur with 
simple equipment. Ages 14 up 

$4.75 A / B / C V D / E / F / J 
SCIENCE IN YOUR OWN 

BACK YARD 
by Elizabeth K. Cooper. Easy scientific 
experiments and observations for city 
or country children. Ages 10-14 
$3.00 A / B V C / E / G / H / I / J V K / L / U 

THE STARS FOR SAM 
by W. Maxwell Reed; edited by Paul 
F. Brandwein; illustrated with photo
graphs and drawings. A revised edition 
of the classic account of the universe. 
Ages 12 up $4.50 A / B V C V J " / K 

TURTLES 
by Wilfrid S. Bronson. A science-pic
ture book by a well-known naturalist. 
Ages 4-8 $2.75 A / B " / C / D / G / H / J 

WHAT MAKES THE WHEELS 
GO ROUND 

by Edward G. Huey; illustrated by El
mer Loemker. A simple introduction 
to phvsics. Ages 10-14 

$3.00 A / B / C / D / E / G / J 

Among the thousands of books published each year, a 
few survive the test of time and are read and reread by 
nevv' generations with delight and profit. Here are some 
of the books published by Harcourt, Brace & World 
that have achieved this status. Recommended by the 
professional reviewing groups listed below, the titles on 
this list are valuable suggestions for parents, teachers, 
librarians who would like to offer their children good 
writing to nourish and enrich young minds and hearts. 

KEY TO RECOMMENDATIONS 

THE WONDERS OF SEEDS 
by Alfred Stefferud; illustrated by Shir
ley Briggs. How seeds sprout, grow, 
flower, and bear fruit. Ages 10-14 

$2.75 A / B / C / D / G / I / J V K / L 

Family Stories 
" B " IS FOR BETSY 

by Carolyn Haywood. The popular 
and casy-to-read story of Betsy's first 
year at school. Ages 6-10 

$3.50 A / B " / D / G / H / I / J 
GINGER PYE 

by Eleanor Estes. About two children 
and their dog, written with tenderness 
and humor. Ages 8-12 
$3.75 A / B V D / G / I / J - V K / L / M / Q 

GONE-AWAY LAKE 
by Elizabeth Enright; illustrated by 
Beth and Joe Krush. A vacation of 
glorious exploration in an abandoned 
summer colony. Ages 8-12 $3.50 

A/B V D / G / H / I / J * V K / L / N / Q / S 

MIRACLES ON MAPLE HILL 
by Virginia Sorensen; illustrated by 
Beth and Joe Krush. A distinguished 
book about a family reunited after 
World War 11. Ages 9-12 

$2.95 A / B * V D / H / I / J / K / L / M / S 

THE MOFFATS 
by Eleanor Estes; illustrated by Louis 
Slobodkin. A classic family story full of 
love and laughter. Ages 8-12 

$3.25 A / B - V D / G / H / I / J " 
TERRIBLE, HORRIBLE EDIE 

by E. C. Spykman. An uproarious, per
ceptive story set in New England in the 
early 1900's. Ages 10-14 

$3.25 A/B/J /L /S 

THE ARK 
by Margot Bfenary-Isberl; translated by 
Richard and Clara Winston. A beauti-
fid, moving account of a family in Ger
many after the war. Ages 12 up $3.25 

A / B * V C / D / E / F / H / I / J / L / Q / S 

A—The Booklist and Subscrip
tion Books Bulletin, Amer
ican Library Association 

B—Children's Catalog, H. W. 
Wilson 

C—Standard Catalog for High 
School Libraries, H. W. Wil-
son 

D—A Basic Book Collection for 
Elementary Grades, Amer
ican Library Association 

E—A Basic Book Collection for 
Junior High Schools, Amer-
ic in Library Association 

F—A Basic Book Collection for 
High Schools, American Li
brary Association 

C—Subject Index to Books for 
Primary Grades; Subject In
dex to Books for Intermedi
ate Grades, American Li
brary Association 

H—National Coinicil of Teach
ers of E n g l i s h : P r i m a r y , 
Books for Beginning Read
ers; Elementary, Adventur
ing with Boofcs; Junior High, 
Your Reading; Senior High, 
Books for You 

'especially recommended ° ' 

I—Books for the Elementary 
School Library, Catholic li
brarians of New York State; 
The Catholic Booklist, Cath
olic Library Association 

J—Library Journal (including 
School Library Journal) 

K—Bulletin of the Center for 
Children's Books 

L—Horn Book 

M— Newbery Medal 

N— Newbery Medal runner-up 

O—Caldecott Medal 

P—Caldecot t Medal runner-up 

Q—N.Y. Herald Tribune Spring 
Book Festival Award 

R—N.Y. Herald Tribune Spring 
Book Festival Honor Book 

S—.\merican Library Associa
tion Notable Book 

T—Canadian Library Associa
tion's Book of the Year for 
Children Medal 

U—Thomas Alva Edison Foun
dation Award 

doubly recommended 

Fantasy 
THE BORROWERS 

by Mary Norton; illustrated by Beth 
and Joe Krush. The memorable adven
tures of a tiny people in the world of 
humans. Ages 8 up 

$3.25 A/B° V D / G / H / I / J " V L / S 
THE CHILDREN 

OF GREEN KNOWE 
by L. M. Boston; illustrated by Peter 
Boston. An enchanting story in which 
a modern boy meets children of long 
ago. Ages 9-12 

$2.75 A / B V G / I / J V K / L / S 
THE GAMMAGE CUP 

by Carol Kendall; illustrated by Erik 
Blegvad. Original, highly humorous 
fantasy about the Land Between the 
Moimtains. Ages 9-12 

$3.25 A / B V J V K / L / N / S 
HALF MAGIC 

by Edward Eager; illustrated by N. M. 
Bodecker. A coin turns a summer into 
magical adventure for four children. 
Ages 8-12 $2.95 A / B / H / I / J ° V K / L / R 

THE LITTLE PRINCE 
by Antoine de Saint-Exupery; trans
lated by Katherine Woods. With ex
quisite in; gery, a poet's vision of life 
is shared. Ages 8-12 

$3.75 A / B V C ' V H / I / J 

MARY POPPINS 
by P. L. Travers; illustrated by Mary 
Shepard. Delightful nonsense, full of 
wisdom, that defies age boundaries. 
All ages $3.50 A/B° V C / D / H / I / J 

TATSINDA 
by Elizabeth Enright; illustrated by 
Irene Haas. An original fairy story of 
great beauty and excitement. 
Ages 7-12 $3..50 A/B* V J " V L / R / S 

THE SUMMER BIRDS 
by Penelope Farmer; illustrated by 
James J. Spanfeller. Rare characteriza
tion and great originality mark this 
story, set in England. Ages 9-12 

$2.95 A / B / J V K / L / S 

Poetry 
CRICKET SONGS 
Japanese Haiku 

translated by Harry Behn; illustrations 
by Sesshu and other Japanese masters. 
A collection of 85 Japanese three-line 
poems about nature. All ages 

$2.50 A/B*/J*" /K/S 

THE LITTLE HILL 
by Harry Behn. 30 poems about events 
and activities familiar to children. 

Ages 6 up $3.00 A / B / H / I / J / L 

THE MAGIC CIRCLE 
Stories and People in Poetry 

edited by Louis Untermeyer; illus
trated by Beth and Joe Krush. 106 po
ems selected for their narrative quality. 

Ages 12 up 
$3.00 A / B / C / D / E / F / H / I / J " 

WHISPERS 
And Other Poems 

by Myra Cohn Livingston; illustrated 
by Jacqueline Chwast. Verses filled 
with laughter, gaiety, and tenderness. 

Ages 5-9 $2.25 A / I / J V R 

WIND SONG 
by Carl Sandburg; illustrated by Wil
liam A. Smith. A selection of Carl 
Sandburg's poems suited for children. 
Ages 10 up $3.00 A / B / C / H / I / J ' V L 

Write for a complete free catalog of children's books, Dept. B, 
Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc., 757 Third Avenue, New York, New York 10017 

U HARCOURT, BRACE & WORLD 
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Casseirs 
the foremost name 
in foreign language 

dictionaries 

Also available in 

German 
Spanish 

Latin 
Italian 

Each t7S0, thumb-indexed tS^O 

at all bookstores 
FUNK & W A G N ALLS 

A Division of Reader's Digest Books, Inc. 

350 Lexington Ave., New York 10017 

Pad-of-Postcards Case 
Perforated pad of 50 postcards is kept clean 
and unbent in a practical, handsome gold-
tooled leather case which slips easily into bag 
or purse. Special pocket for stamps. Black, 
red, or turf. Gift-boxed. $ 5 . 9 9 

(Add 900 for 3 Gold initials) 
2 Refill Pads $1.79 

(Add 29# Pstg.) (N.Y. State res. add 2 % sales tax) 
HFPF'^ HnW rO INC Dept. SR-1S 59 Tec St., 
nCKCi nUW L U . , I N L . iJicksviile, N . Y . I I B O I 

GOOD VSED BOOKS 
Wide variety of fields, intelligent selec
tion. Librarians buy regularly: you can 
too! Lists are free; drop a card to 

EDITIONS, Desk SR, Hempstead, N.Y. 

SR G O E S TO THE M O V I E S 

SO CRITICAL has the star shortage 
become in Hollywood that it was 
presumably not possible to find 

three American natives to play the prin
cipal Yankee roles in Hawaii, a three-
hour movie divided into two unequal 
parts, with an intermission between. 
But, playing the game of producer for 
a moment, who is there of prominence 
suitable enough for $12,500,000 worth 
of large-screen movie epic? Ann-Marg-
ret for Jerusha Bromley Hale? Rock 
Hudson for the Reverend Abner Hale? 

Obviously, producer Walter Mirisch 
and director George Roy Hill had to 
seek elsewhere for their important play
ers, and they have come up with Julie 
Andrews and Richard Harris, both Brit
ish, and Max Von Sydow, a Swede, with 
the result that, capable as these players 
are, their accents don't exactly match 
their roles. This bothered me; it may not 
bother others; and I suppose when the 
film is dubbed into other languages all 
will even out. 

There are, however, other problems 
with Hawaii. In spite of the fact that 
only a small part of the novel's large 
and sprawling story is covered on the 
screen, the movie becomes burdensome 
after awhile. This is due to the nature 
of the hero, Mr. Von Sydow's Abner 
Hale, who is a less-than-charming bigot 

I from beginning to end, and who, when 
faced with the local customs of the na
tives of the island he invaded with
out prior invitation, invariably behaves 
with rigid predictability. He's not only 
against them; he continually invites the 
wrath of his singularly narrow-minded 
God upon those who don't conform to 
what the reverend considers to be His 
precepts. <.fter awhile you're all on the 
side of the natives. Not only that, the 
reverend soon drives his sweet, loyal 
wife (Miss Andrews) to sickness, des
pair, and death. A strange hero, indeed, 
especially when Richard Harris, as a 

• rugged whaler and trader, knocks him 
i off his feet every time he meets him. 

Evidently, Dalton Trumbo, the 
screenwriter (who rewrote an earlier 
draft by Daniel Taradash, prepared for 
Fred Zinneman), had the estimable aim 
of providing a truthful picture of the 
early conquest of Hawaii by the mission
aries and the traders. He forthrightly 
brings up the subject of incest, a mari
tal practice indulged in by early ruling 
families of the islands, and shows how 
the Westerners brought their diseases 
with them, with the eventual decima
tion of much of the local population. 

'Hawaii" Number 1 

Nevertheless, his Reverend Hale is a 
bore, and every time things show signs 
of getting lively, along he comes to 
break it up. Somewhere along the line 
the story structure got misshaped. Nor 
does George Roy Hill take full advan
tage of the pictorial possibilities of the 
subject. Views of the splendors of the 
islands and the native ceremonies are 
scanted in favor of the reverend's ful-
minations. 

United Artists, the producing firm, 
will be watching the box-ofiice reaction 
to Hawaii carefully. It still owns the re
mainder of the best seller, and the firm 
contemplates one or two film sequels. 
This section, by the way, smashes the 
nudity barrier in Hollywood films. Sev
eral of the native lasses are shown with 
bare breasts, a somewhat timid step 
toward liberalism since the ladies have 
brown skins and not white. Brown bos
oms were never taboo, really. And, any
way, these are hastily covered up by the 
shocked reverend. 

N< 

26 

OT a total success, either, is the 
film version of A Funny Thing Hap
pened On the Way to the Forum. The 
stage production was a rowdy, seamy, 
joyous affair, and while much of the 
rowdiness and seaminess are retained, 
some of the joyousness is missing. This 
is hard to account for, in view of the re
tention of Zero Mostel and Jack Gilford 
from the original cast, and since the di
rector, Richard Lester, was allowed 
every liberty in whipping up hilarity for 
the screen. Perhaps he was allowed too 
much liberty. He appears to have been 
obsessed with the need to keep things 
moving; which is to say he has attempt
ed to make the comic musical cinematic. 

Today's chic way of being cinematic 
is to insert some sort of wild, insane 
chase episode reminiscent of silent clas
sic comedy. Thus, Lester spends far too 
much time on an idiotic chariot race, 
or chase. He has the late, and lamented. 
Buster Keaton running around and 
around the Roman hills. It just isn't fun
ny. On the other hand, some of the 
stage business provided by Mostel and 
Gilford seems too broad for screen re
quirements. Luckily, a good deal does 
remain from the original to spice up the 
film. Phil Silvers is on hand as a con
niving whorem aster, the girls are at
tractive, and the comic corruption on all 
levels of Roman society is a welcome 
corrective to those noble Romans who 
have infested movies for generations. 

—HoLLis ALPERT. 
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