
eiiiment jurisdiction and concern. In 
fact, they see as much danger in govern
ment "development" as they would see 
in its private counterpart. They have 
spent more time in recent years fighting 
Reclamation and the Engineers than 
they have fighting private power or the 
lumbermen. And any of them would as
sure Mr, Smitli that the "preservation-
i.sts," whom he patronizes, have had a 
major role in forcing the American pub
lic to adopt a more responsible attitude 

toward land and water. It is not incon
ceivable that in future disputes over 
projects, these preservationists could find 
themselves opposing Mr. Smith. 

Nevertheless this is an important 
book, and one that all conservationists 
and legislators should read carefully. If 
the author fails to admit that, having 
pushed the old car to start it up a hill, 
we have the obligation to steer and even 
to stop it, he describes with authority 
and clarity how we got it going. 

The Business and Politics of Crime 

The Secret Rulers, by Fred J. Cook 
(Duell, Sloan t Pearce. 373 pp. 
·1ίβ.95), documents the a.roicth and 
corruptive influence of organized 
crime in the United States. Josepli 
Haas is an editor and staff icriter for 
Panorama magazine of the Chicasio 
Daihj News. 

By JOSEPH HAAS 

W ITH his earlier study, The FBI 
Nobody Knows, Fred J. Cook per

formed admirably a long-overdue public 
service. After reading his expose, only 
the most blind fanatics of the extreme 
Right would still be able to maintain 
the fiction that J. Edgar Hoover is a sort 
of third person in a new trinity of Ameri
canism, just below God and Columbia. 

Because no one else Iiad dared attempt 
it before. Cook's was an essential book, 
presenting much new evidence. The au
thor made significant use of known facts: 
the arrogance, autocracy, and incredible 
bureaucracy of Mr. Hoover and of the 
agents who are indoctrinated to worship 
him in a dangerous pcrsonalitx- cult. 

Unfortunately, these virtues cannot be 
found in Mr. Cook's latest reportorial 
eflort, Tlie Secret Rulers. While this is 
a thorough history of the crime syndi
cate's operations in New York and New 
Jersey, with side trips to Youngstown, 
Ohio, and other points west, the book 
doesn't advance our knowledge of or
ganized crime. 

It is not completely just to fault Mr. 
Cook because he was unable to turn up 
startling new information abont the 
Mafia as he was about the FBI. For one 
thing, it has been open season on the 

"No it isn't a bubble bath—that's the xcaij it came out of the tap." 

Mafia for generations, and just about 
anything that is written on it, fact or 
fiction, is published. For another, an Abe 
Reles or a Joe Valachi seldom comes 
along to try to tell all he knows about 
the Combination's operations. The Mafia 
frowns on informers, over the muzzles 
of .38-caliber revolvers or the din of 
dynamite blasts. 

But, to justify another book on or
ganized crime, Mr. Cook should have 
furthered our understanding of it some
how. And what dtjes he tell us, beyond 
the cruel facts of the Mafia's history? 
That by utilizing perhaps half of its $9 
billion to SI l billion annual take for 
bribery pajoffs it corrupts thousands of 
public officials. That it is sy.stematic, 
savage, often immune from justice. 

What does Mi'. Cook lecommend to 
combat it? Stiffer penalties for bribes 
and removal of the .statute of limitations 
on this oflense; regular, mandatory in
come tax investigations of public officials; 
reform in political campaign financing. 
All certainK needed, and suggested for 
years by honest anti-crime agencies, but, 
because politicians make the laws, never 
significantly put into eftect. 

The book's organization and prose arc 
competent; perhaps workmanlike would 
b(̂  a better word. As jom-nalism The 
Secret Rulers is excellent except for Mr. 
Cook's frequent lapses into some of the 
crime reporter's weaknesses: Reles is 
described as a "squat, repulsive thug" 
but a photograph shows him as just an
other face in the crowd; Mr. Cook keeps 
speaking of the "enormity" of the syndi
cate's take when he means the "enor-
mousness," and every ranking utiderling 
is some Mafia leader's "right bower" or 
his "right arm"; "quid pro quo" pops up 
everywhere to mean almost anything. 
Then, too, in this kind of work an index 
is essential if the book is to have con
tinuing utilit). 

X O be sine, if you have not yet read a 
history of organized crime in the United 
States, Mr. Cook's book would provide a 
good starting point. Everyone should 
know how the syndicate works, how its 
moneyed tentacles reach into governors' 
offices, the courts, police departments, 
and city administrations. In this colorful. 
\iolent story one may follow the machi
nations of such figures as Lucky Luciano, 
Frank Co.stello, Joe Adonis, Vito Geno-
vese, and other Mafiosi in the continuing 
struggle for power. 

But if you have kept reasonably in
formed through earlier accounts of the 
business of crime and through revelations 
by Joe Valachi, Abe Reles and others 
before investigatory bodies, Mr, Cook 
ofters little. It's a pity that a reporter 
with his skill as an investigator cannot 
find the backing to give him a real shot 
at attempting to bring members of the 
Mafia to justice. 
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The Week's New Books 
Anthropology 

LAW AND WARFARE: Studies in the An
thropology of Conflict. Edited by Paul J. 
Bohannan. Natural History Prcss/Double-
day. $2.50. 

Crime, Suspense 
T H E CRIMSHAW MEMOHAXOUM. By 

Lionel White. Dutton. $3.95. 
HEDGEROW. By Florence Engel Randall. 

Hareourt, Brace & World. $5.95. 
T H E 9TH DIRECTIVE. By Adam Hall. 

Simon & Schuster. $4.95. 
SMILING THE BOY F E L L DEAD. By Mi 

chael Delving. Scribners. $3.95. 
TAKE M Y L I F E . By Winston Graham. 

Doubleday. $3.95. 

Economics 
T H E ECONOMICS OF POVEUIV. By Thojnas 

Balogb. Macmillan. $7.95. 

Ficlion 
BELINDA. By Katherine Blake. Reynal. 

$3.95. 
A CERTAIN ISLAND. By Robert Murphy. 

ICvaiis. $4.95. 
T H E EYE OF THE NEEDLE. By Ben StoU/-

fus. Viking. $4.50. 
RAKOS.SY. By Cecelia Holland. Atheneuin. 

$5.75. 
T H E SCORPIONS. By Robert Kelly. IDou-

bleday. $3.95. 
STORY TELLER. By MacKinlay Kantor. 

Doubleday. $5.95. 
WHEREVER SHE GOES. By Richard Scow-

croft. Lippincott. $4.95. 

Government 
LAWMAKERS IN A CHANCING WOULD. 

Edited by Elke Frank. Prentice-Hall. Hard
bound, $4.95. Paperback, $L95. 

History 
T H E COLONIAL EMPIRES: A Comparative 

Survey from the Eighteenth Ccntiuy. By 
D. K. Fieldhouse. Delacorte. $8. 

KASSERINE PASS. By Martin Blumenson. 
Houghton Mifflin. $5.95. 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND JAPAN. By 
Raymond A. Esthus. Univ. of Washingloii 
Pre.ss. $7.95. 

Miscellany 
T H E INVENTOR'S PATENT ΠΛΜΙΙΙΟΟΚ. liy 

Stacy V. Jones. Dial. $5. 
READER'S DIGEST 1967 ALMANAC ANH 

(Continued on page 94) 

HE NEVER 
TASTED MILK 

SOCRATES CHAVEZ, PERU
VIAN, AGE 4. Large family. Father 
dead. Mother works as laundress. 
Earns $20 a month. Struggles to feed 
family. No milk. No meat. Clothes 
given by charity. Live in smelly, 
dusty slum. No paving, street lights, 
sewage system or garbage disposal. 
"Home" is shack made of split bam
boo mats. Dirt floor. No electricity. 
Use candles. No running water. No 
toilet. Socrates sleeps with three 
brothers in bed without mattress. 
Situation desperate. Help to Socrates 
means help to entire family. 

Thousands of children as needy as 
Socrates anxiously awai t "adopt ion" by 
you or your group. Choose a boy or girl 
from Greece, South Korea, Viet N a m , 
Hong Kong, the Phil ippines, Colombia, 
Ecuador or Peru . Your child receives $8 a 
month of your money in cash as well a s 
blankets, household equipment , clothing, 
medical care — and education. E V E R Y 
P L A N C H I L D M U S T A T T E N D 
SCHOOL. You receive a case his tory and 
photograph. Each mon th you wri te and 
receive a let ter (original and t rans la t ion) . 
Learn how your "adopt ion" benefits the 
entire family. Soon, th rough the regular 
letters and progress repor ts you and your 
child develop a warm, loving relat ionship. 

CHECK YOUR CHARITY! PLAN 
never employs professional fund-raisers. 
We eagerly offer our financial s t a tement 
upon request because we a re so proud of 
the handl ing of our funds. 

P L A N is a non-political, non-profit, 
non-sectarian, independent relief organi
zation, approved by t he Uni ted S ta tes 
Government, registered unde r No. VFA019 
with the Advisory Committee on Volun
ta ry Foreign Aid of the Agency for In te r 
na t iona l Development a n d filed wi th t h e 
N a t i o n a l I n f o r m a t i o n B u r e a u a n d t h e 
Nat ional Bet ter Business Bureau in New 
York. y 

PARTIAL LIST OF 
SPONSORS AND 
FOSTER PARENTS 

Steve Allen 
Sen. Paul H. Douglas 

Helen Hayes 
Conrad N. Hilton 

Sen. Jacob K. Javits 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 

Art Linkletter 
Amb. & Mrs. 

Henry Cabot Lodge 
Garry Moore 

Sen. Wil l iam Proxmire 
Dr. Howard A. Rusk 

Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert W. Sarnoff 

Gov. & Mrs. 
Wil l iam W. Scranton 
Sen. John G. Tower 

In», 
352 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. iOOlO · FOUNDED 1937 

In Canada: P. O. Box 65, Sta. B, Montreal, Que. 

A. I wish to become α Foster Parent of α needy child for one year or 
more. If possible, sex , age , nationality 
I w i l l pay $15 α month for one year or more ($180 per year). Payment 
wi l l be monthly ( ), quarterly ( ), semi-annually ( ), annually ( ). 
I enclose hei^with my first payment $ 
B. I cannot "adop t " α child but I would like to help α child by 
contributing $ 

Nan 

Address_ 

City -State . - Z i p -

Date 
SR-1-07 

-Contributions are income tax deductible 
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