
LETTERS TO THE E D I T O R 
S o r e i i s e n ' s D ia lo j iue 

As AN I;\(;H.\N(;E student from Ct'iniaii)' . . . 
1 paid special attention to Theodore C. 
Sorensen's article, "A Dialogue with Bonn" 
[SR. Ma\ 20]. Mr. Sorensen's "sufJKestions 
for what nii,cht—but won't—be said" in a 
meeting l)etween President John.son and 
Cha]Kellor Kurt Geors Kiesinger of West 
C;ernian\ . . . showed that he is better in
formed abo\it Cerniany than are man> 
.Americans. I only hope that both statesmen 
read tliis article and that Sorensen's snsJUes-
tions conte true. 

HANS I'I.HJCM KIUIX.KH. 
Dubuque, la. 

Literary N o r t h l a i n l 
IN HER \BT]C:LE. "Is Canada Clultured?" 
[SR, Apr. 29], DuBarr\ Campau states that 
the only Canadian writers "certain to have 
been heard of be\'ond the borders" are 
Stephen l.,eaeock and Mazo ile la Roche. 
•Apparenth she has not heard of the jioets 
Bliss Carmen and his cousin Charles G. 
D. Roberts: or Marshall Saunders — famed 
for Bc'diitiftil Joe — and 1.. M. Moutfjomery, 
creator of Anne of Green Gables ( children's 
books, >es, but as famous and popular in 
their day as The Bohh.seii Ttcins): or Mor-
le\' Callaghan and Farle> Mowat; not to 
mention Marshall Meljuhan. amonn others. 

Several internationally known writers, 
generally thought of as primarib Americans, 
were l)orn or lived nian>· \ears in Canada. 
Ernest Thompson Seton was born in Kng-
land. lived in Canada during bis early man
hood (Wild Animals I Have Known has 
Toronto for the scene of several of its 
tales), and later became an American citi
zen although be called hin]self a Canadian. 
Willard Price and Thomas Costain were 
boni and raised in Toronto; Will Durant 
was born in Quebec; and. if memor\- serves. 
A. J. Cronin was a Caniidian minister before 
he wrote best sellers. 

Κ \ r i i \ i i i N E W . I Ι κ ί Λ ΐ . 

Kneehuid. ('alif. 

We»tiii<»relanil's V i e w s 
N. C.'s EoiTORiAi,, "Patriotism iuid \ icl-
nam" [SR, \h i \ 1-3]. is both tin)el> ;uid 
extremeh important . . . . 

I was \'cr> much disnuiyed. however, 
by the pi'otectivc tone concerning our elect
ed officials in power. The editorial failed 
to mention that President Johnson deliber
ately provided Cleneral Westmoreland with 
the opportunit\ to appear in ;i ioint session 
of Congress to air his views—an unpreie-
dented event during wartime in the historx 
of this countrx . . . or that it is our President 
who has appointed the C^eneral as com
mander in Vietnam . . . or that oiu' President 
is well aware of the views of the Ceneral. 

General Westmoreland is where he is 
only because our elected officials have put 
him there. Does he deserve to be castigated 
for his views? The man who put the Gen
eral in power and brought him here to 
serve whatever motives he had for doing so 
bears the responsibilit>. 

H. D. KAi.ousrtAN. M. D. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

(i^^-><?^ 

"Disreiiurd Plan 'B' — / jii.it saic if in a movie." 

O v e r F o r t y 

GOODMAN ,^CE'S colujnn, ".An Old Story" 
[rop OF ΜΊ HEAD, Ma>· 6], .strikes close to 
home. Perhaps one of this dynamic nation's 
most paramount problems is to salvage the 
experience and brains of citizens past fort\ 
or tift,\· and make it possible for them to 
liave income and live with pride in doing 
something worthwhile, if not profitable. 

How ironic life is for .American senior 
citizens, especialK those who ha\'e not 
stayed in the rut or groove that the>' landed 
in during their twenties or thirties. Scien
tists are prolonging our lives by the year. 
Still, anyone over fort) is too old for almost 
all the iobs available—although 1 .sincereh 
believe that most of thost' ovo-r forty will 
do better and sta\· longer than their juniors. 

DONAI ο 1.. Mof)HE. 
Dee;itnr. (ia. 

An 01«1 Watch Trick 
I WAS n\iHER surprised to find as good a 
historian as William Henry Chamberlin in 
his article, ".lohn Stuart Mill: Independent 
Radical" [SR, May 20], reviving as gospel 
truth the discredited story of how Charles 
Bradlaugh, "a militant unbeliever . . . prac
ticed the rather corny trick of publicly tak
ing out his watch and challenging God to 
strike him dead in ten minutes"—if God 
existed. 

This was a generic tale, going back well 
into the eighteenth century, and had been 
attached to many people in France, Great 

Britain, and America before Bradlaugh's 
religious and political enemie.s tried to hang 
it on him in the 1870s. Bradlaugh's repeated 
and vociferous denials, however, were so 
ineflective that in 1880 he filed suit for libel 
against the Tory British Empire, which had 
resuscitated the story in its campaign to 
prevent him from taking the seat in Parlia
ment to which his constituents in North
ampton had elected him. 

But the Victorian world in the Seventies 
so buzzed with the story that shortly after 
the brash young Bernard Shaw arrived in 
England he terrified a bachelor party of 
young professional men by announcing 
that if Bradlaugh had not really issued such 
a challenge he ought to have done so, and 
that since he, Shaw, "happened to share 
Mr. Bradlaugh's views as to the absurdity 
of the belief in these violent interferences 
with the order of nature b\ ' a short-
tempered and thin-skinned supernatural 
deity," he would himself try the experiment. 

As he recalled the experience almost fifty 
years later when he recounted it in the 
preface to Back to Methuselah (1921), his 
production of his own watch precipitated 
such consternation in the group that, in 
spite of his urging "the pious to trust in 
the accuracy of their deity's aim with a 
thunderbolt," his host intervened and for
bade the cOuipletion of the experiment. 

ARTHUR H . NETHERCOTT, 
Department of English, 
Northwestern Universitv. 

Evanston, 111. 
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Oxford University Press 

French Novelists of Today 
By HENRI PEYRE. Professor Peyre's The Contemporary French 
Novel, published in 1955, became a standard work on modern litera
ture. But much has happened in French fiction since the mid-fifties. 
Some figures such as Proust, Malraux, and Green have grown in 
stature; others, such as Gide, are now viewed more critically; the 
existentialist novel is in decline; and the "new" novelists of the 
fifties have been challenged by even "newer" writers. These changes, 
and many others, are reflected in this revised and expanded edition 
of an important book in French studies. 

Cioth, $10.00. A Galaxy Book, GB 189, paper, $2.95 

The Power Structure 
POLITICAL PROCESS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 

By ARNOLD M. ROSE. This revealing survey of the American 
political process investigates the central question: who holds political 
power in the United States and how is this power used? The author, 
in disputing the views of C. Wright Mills, examines the many differ
ent groups exerting political pressure and the ways they achieve 
varying results under varying circumstances. 

Cioth, $8.50. A Galaxy Book, GB 194, paper, $2.95 

Politics in Brazil 1930-1964 
AN EXPERIMENT IN DEMOCRACY 

By THOMAS E. SKIDMORE. "This book will fulfill an enormous 
gap in the literature on Brazil. Skidmore has focused on the most 
important epoch of Brazilian history — the period in which its isola
tion was broken and modern Brazil emerged. He has done much to 
put logic and order in the seemingly contradiction and ambivalence 
of Brazilian politics." 

— CHARLES WAGLEY, Columbia University $8.75 

The Imagination 
of an Insurrection 

DUBLIN, EASTER 1916 

By WILLIAM IRWIN THOMPSON. The author pursues the rela
tionship between the Irish Literary Renaissance and the Insurrection 
of Easter Week. He demonstrates how the awakening of national 
consciousness had a profound effect on the imagination of twentieth-
century Irish writers and revolutionaries. The Irish Literary Renais
sance, with Yeats at its head, was one result; the other was the 
unsuccessful Easter Rising, in which many poets took part. An ac
count of the rebellion is given, and in a final section, the effect it had 
upon the works of Yeats, George Russell, and Sean O'Casey. $6.75 

At better bookstores 

W OXFORD W UNIVERSITY W PRESS 
200 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 

ACQUAINTANCES 
By ARNOLD TOYNBEE. Twenty-four 
people or couples who made an im
pression on Dr. Toynbee are described 
by him in a book that sheds new light 
on a number of well-known people, and 
a very warm light on its author. The 
characters include public figures such as 
Nehru, Smuts, and T. E. Lawrence, 
whom he merely met, but in interest
ing circumstances. Close personal friends 
and relations are portrayed with affection 
and admiration and in an entertaining 
manner. $7.50 

STALIN 
A POLITICAL BIOGRAPHY, 

SECOND EDITION 

By ISAAC DEUTSCHER. This masterly 
work, first published in 1949, is firmly 
established as the standard life of Stalin 
and one of the most notable political 
biographies of our time. The major im
portance of this edition is the new, exten
sive closing chapter on Stalin's last years. 
Besides discussing the forces that shaped 
Stalin's life, this study is devoted to his 
foreign policy and its relation to Soviet 
Russia's internal evolution. Cloth, $12.50. 

A Galaxy Book, GB 195, paper, $2.95 

MEN AND THE 
MATTERHORN 

By GASTON REBUFF AT; translated by 
ELEANOR BROCKETT. Gaston Rebuf-
fat, the great Alpine guide, relates his 
own and other's experiences on the Mat-
terhorn. In reviewing the French edition, 
the Appalachian Club Journal wrote: 
"What is peculiarly the author's own is 
the intuitive grasp and style of creating 
a mountaineering book, the subtly ryth
mic and poetic interplay between plate 
and text, rock and idea, engraving and 
aerial photograph . . . snow and shade, 
sunrise and the apprehensive joy of 
climbing." $12.50 

THE ROLE OF THE 
CHINESE ARMY 

By JOHN GITTINGS. This especially 
timely book examines the transformation 
of the Chinese People's Liberation Army 
since its victory in 1949. The author also 
discusses the theory of political control 
and the mechanics of revolutionary mo
bilization. The civil war and the Korean 
War, plus the connection between mili
tary policy and Sino-Soviet relations, are 
studied. Concluding chapters examine 
the character and status of the military 
leadership from 1949 to the present. 
(Royal Institute of International Affairs.) 

$8.50 
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LITERARY HORIZONS 

Students of American Culture 

THE LATE Perry Miller, in the 
two volumes of The New Enghnd 
Mind and in various texts that he 

edited and interpreted, did more than 
any other man to compel a widespread 
revaluation of Puritanism. Having read 
thousands of sermons and theological 
treatises, he knew what he was talking 
about, and he destroyed a multitude of 
superficial generalizations. As a his
torian be believed that ideas are im
portant, and he set out to discover 
exactly what the early settlers of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut be
lieved. 

Miller did not accept Puritan the
ology, nor, so far as I can make out, 
any other theology; he was a thorough
going skeptic. But he respected the 
Puritans as thinkers, and he regarded 
them more highly than he did their 
successors who moderated their teach
ings. In the nineteenth century, he 
believed, "a double disaster" occurred: 
"on the one side, the splendor of the 
Protestant conception of life as an or
deal was watered down to a comfort
able moralism of good cheer; on the 
other, the meanness, the brutality, 
which Calvinism always recognized in 
the ordinary conduct of Christians, was 
covered over with a gauze of senti
mentality." 

Nature's Nation (Harvard, $7.50) is 
a collection of essays and lectures that 
Miller wrote in the later years of his 
life. The first six or seven are by
products of his studies of Puiitanism, 
and they show how his mind worked. 
As he comes down to the nineteenth 
century his tone grows sharper, and 
there is a ruthless analysis of the 
shortcomings of Theodore Parker. He 
sees the weaknesses of Emerson, too, 
especially the vestiges of Boston Uni
tarian snobbishness. (Speaking of Emer
son's condemnation of Jacksonian de
mocracy, Miller writes: "A man need 
not be a transcendentalist to find this 
ill thing disgusting; he need only to 
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have gone to Harvard.") Yet in the 
end he does Emerson justice. 

He also writes about Thoreau and 
Melville, and there are two brilliant 
essays that have not appeared before 
in book form—"An American Language" 
and "Romance and the Novel." In the 
former Miller traces the development 
of the "plain style" from Thomas 
Hooker through Melville and Thoreau 
to Mark Twain. (Moby Dick, as he ad
mits, doesn't fit neatly into his theory; 
but he argues that the plain style is at 
the heart of it.) In "Romance and the 
Novel" he discusses Cooper, Melville, 
Hawthorne, the local-color writers, 
James, Howells, Mark Twain, Heming
way, and Faulkner. The final essay is 
amusingly and pointedly entitled "Sin
ners in the Hands of a Benevolent God." 

Miller was a specialist and an influ
ential one, but he was not merely that, 
as this volume shows. He read widely 
in the whole field of American litera
ture, and he was alert and uncon
ventional as well as scholarly. It is a 
pity that he did not live to complete 
his study of the American mind. 

Robert Sklar's F. Scott Fitzgerald: 
The Last Laocoon (Oxford, $8.50) is 
the best critical discussion of this writer 
that I have seen. We have had two 
excellent biographies of Fitzgerald, by 
Arthur Mizener and Andrew TurnbuU, 
and there have been several special 
studies of his work; but Sklar is the 
first critic to o&er a comprehensive 
analysis of Fitzgerald's development as 
a writer. He discusses everything—the 
novels, the volumes of collected short 
stories, the stories that have not been 
collected, the available manuscripts— 
and he finds a surprising degree of 
coherence in the whole body of woik. 

Sklar begins by saying: "Of important 
American novelists, F. Scott Fitzgerald 
was the last to grow up believing in the 
genteel romantic ideals that pervaded 
late nineteenth-century American cul
ture." Fitzgerald's early work, Sklar ar-

Books 
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27 "Nature's Nation," by Perry Miller; 
"F. Scott Fitzgerald," by Robert 
Sklar; "Jeffersonianism and the 
American Novel," by H. M. Jones 

28 Preview of Toronto 
30 The Publishing Scene 
31 A Quarter Century of Milestones 
32 Presidents of the AAUP, 1943-67 
34 A Period of Youthful Aging, by 

Chester Kerr 
35 "The Notebooks for 'Crime and Pun

ishment,' " ed. by Edward Wasiolek 
36 "Short Sentimental Journey and 

Other Stories," by Italo Svevo; "Italo 
Svevo," by P. N. Furbank 

37 "Joseph Conrad and the Fiction of 
Autobiography," by Edward W. 
Said; "Joseph Conrad," by Bernard 
C. Meyer, M.D.; "Conrad's Eastern 
World," by Norman Sherry 

38 "A World History," by W. H. 
McNeill 

39 "Africa Remembered: Narratives by 
West Africans from the Era of the 
Slave Trade," ed. by P. D. Curtin 

41 "South Africa," by B. Sacks. "The 
Origin of the Icelanders," by B. 
Guthmundsson 

42 "Politics and the Military in Spain," 
by Stanley G. Payne 

43 "The Eurocrats," by Altiero Spinelli 
44 "Berfin: The Wall Is Not Forever," 

by Eleanor Lansing Dulles 
45 "The New Poets," by M. L. Rosen

thal. "Widening Horizons in English 
Verse," by John Holloway 

46 Pick of the Paperbacks 
48 "William Penn," by Mary Maples 

Dunn. "The Writings of Christopher 
Gadsden," ed. by Richard Walsh 

50 "In a World I Never Made," by 
Barbara Wootton 

52 "Pedro Vial and the Roads to Santa 
Fe," by Noel M. Loomis and Abra
ham P. Nasatir 

54 "With the Bark On," ed. by John 
Q. Anderson. "Looking Backward 
2000-1887," by Edward Bellamy 

56 "Quotemanship," by P. F. Boiler, Jr. 
61 "Basic Writings of Mo Tzu, Hsiin 

Tzu, and Han Fei Tzu" 
62 "Science, Technology, and American 

Foreign Policy," by E. B. Skolnikoff 
64 "The Diplomacy of a New Age," by 

Dexter Perkins. "Island in the 
Sound," by Hazel Heckman 

66 "And Promises to Keep," by Thomas 
A. Krueger 

70 "Restif's Novels," by Charles Porter 
71 "The French New Criticism," by 

Laurent LeSage 
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