R

State of Affairs

WASHINGTON.

r I \HE PENDULUM of U.S. policy in
Vietnam has swung wide into a
new militarist phase. Efforts to get

negotiations going have been abandoned

for the time being. The President feels
he has tried hard, but that Hanoi has
refused to “give him any change.”
Actually, Hanoi is no longer asking
for “permanent” cessation of the bomb-
ing in the North; it is only asking for

“unconditional” cessation, and that is

vague wording indeed. But since this

change on the part of the North Vietna-
mese, the Americans have decided that

Hanoi must first offer some form of de-

escalation before the bombing can be

halted. The United States is prepared
to take the first step in this de-escala-
tion minuet; it would even agree to de-
claring part of North Vietnam immune
to bombing. But there must be a quid
pro quo. Simply to agree to come to
the conference table is not enough.

The Cruel | Pendulum

Whether it was wise to insist on de-
escalation before negotiations rather
than making it the first item on the
agenda of the negotiations is questioned,
not at the top level, but among a good
many in the Johnson Administration who
are familiar with the problem. At any
rate, once this de-escalation condition
was rejected by the North Vietnamese
the emphasis in Washington shifted
sharply to making life in the North
more disagreeable through stepped-up
bombing.

Targets which have been off-limits for
a long time are now on the list, which,
iu general terms, excludes only “popula-
tion centers.” There is now a tendency
to accept greater risks than before, with
the possible corollaries of Chinese in-
tervention and the chance of severely
embarrassing the Russians. This is made
obvious, for instance, by the decision
to attack MIG airfields. Secretary
of Defense McNamara is on public rec-

“I was an hour late at the office this morning because my neighbor’s
bearded son lay down in my driveway for some reason or another.”
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ord against the bombing of these jet
airfields because, he argues, it could
force the North Vietnamese to withdraw
their jets to Chinese air bases, which in
turn would raise the issue of “hot pur-
suit” in this country. This change of
policy in spite of Mr. McNamara’s argu-
ment is one of several signs that his in-
fluence in the high councils, at least as
far as the military strategy in Vietnam
is concerned, has weakened, and thal
of Dean Rusk, Walt Rostow, and the
Joint Chiefs of Staff has increased.
McNamara has never believed that the
bombing of North Vietnam can have a
decisive influence. He accepted it as
helpful in interdicting the use of the
supply routes from the North to the
South, but did not think it would bring
the enemy to its knees or to the con-
ference table.

But this is exactly the reasoning now
behind the escalation of the bombing.
Are the North Vietnamese really pre-
pared to see the vitals of their country
destroyed? The assumption is that they
will in the end prefer to come to the
negotiating table under terms more ac-
ceptable to the United States than those
they have offered so far. American mili-
tary policy, therefore, is best summed
up in one sentence of General William
C. Westmoreland’s address before Con-
gress: “The rate of decline [of the ere-
my’s morale] will be in proportion to
the pressure directed against him.”

The pressures of the American forces
in the South have certainly been mount-
ing and have helped to improve the situ
ation to the point where the enem:
cannot hope to win. The pressures on
the North through bombing are also in-
creasing. But while this is being written.
State Department officials predict North
Vietnam may launch a major attack
across the demilitarized zone. The en-
emy strength is estimated to be at least
four divisions. What is surprising, how-
ever, is that the North Vietnamese are
able to concentrate that many troops in
one area despite heavy bombing by B-
52s and despite long-range artillery
bombardment. The reported North Viet-
namese concentration across the border
has also led to transfers of American
military units to the northern provinces,
which could easily lead to the enemy’s
taking advantage of the weakened
American position in the central prov-
inces. It is also difficult to understand
why American long-range artillery has
been put almost directly below the bor-
der of the demilitarized zone, virtually
into the front line; why it is allowed to
be shelled by enemy mortars and field
artillery every night; and why it is - ot
withdrawn slightly farther and onto
more favorable terrain,

Also, despite American reinforce-
ments in these northern border prov-
inces, the North Vietnamese seem to
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ot German.

How good
could it be?”

Noonewhohaseverbeenona
Frenchrailroad,flowninaCaravelle
jet or sailed on a French ocean
liner would talk like that.

Yet there are people around
who think France is practically a
nation of chefs and painters.

Even if that were true, con-
sider: What makes a great chef
great? Or a painter, for that matter?

The answer, obviously, is a
frightening, almost inhuman fin-
ickiness.

Now is it reasonable to assume
these same people who worship
meticulousness in all other things,
would suddenly not care how they
put a car together?

Renault is the wo}ld’s seventh
largest car-maker.

We sell more Renaults in Swe-
den than Sweden sells Volvos in
France. (About 7,700 to 1,000 in '66)

We sell more Renaults in Ger-
many than Germany sells Volks-
wagens in France. (About 55,000 to
10,000 in '66)

The Renault 10 is very far
from being a piece of French pastry.

It has a five main-bearing en-
gine that can do over 80 all day long

without whimpering.

It gives an honest 35 miles to
the gallon.

It has a sealed, liquid cooling
system that will not boil or freeze.

It has disc brakes and inde-
pendent suspension on all four
wheels.

It also has some things that
aren’t absolutely necessary for
sheer transportation: Four doors in-
stead of two. Ridiculously (by some
standards) plump seats. A little
more leg room.

Without these little conces
sions to creature comforts, a car, to
us, simply isn’t civilized. It is the way
we do things in France.

Understand. Some very fine
cars have and still do come out of
Germany.

We just hate to think anyone
wouldn’t at least test drive the
Renault 10 just because it’s French.

Be assured that we take our

cars every bit as ;
ENAULLe

seriously as we E
take our soufflés.

The Renault 10

$1647 East and Gulf Coast P.0.E. Slightly higher on West Coast. Whitewalls, AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION optional
For nearest dealer or information on overseas delivery, write Renault, Ine., Box 5, 750 Third Ave., NYC 10017



Take off for 26 days
of South America.

on the inca road.

Jet with our girls in the Red Ruana®
from New York, Miami or Mexico City to
20 eyepopping places—Conquistadores’
palaces, soaring Indian fortresses, gold
hoards. Inca descendants will dazzle
you with their costumes, dances and re-
ligious festivals. From Bogota's colo-
nial treasures we'll fly you to Quito
where the INCA ROAD began. Swing you
to Buenos Aires and Tocuman where it
ended. We follow it on the desert near
lovely Lima, Peru. Stir your imagination
in Machu Picchu and Chan-Chan, vast
Chimu capital. For 26 days of pagean-
try, departing monthly, call your Avianca
Travel Agent or Avianca.

INCA ROAD TOUR INCLUDES: Colombia, Ecua-
dor, Argentina and Peru-sidetrips to colo-
nial cities, Hacienda, Indian villages, gau-
chos. Also roundtrip airfares, best hotels,
tips, taxes, most meals, sightseeing, English-
speaking guides. Per person double occu-
pancy from New York $1,835 up—from Miami
$1,800 up.

Since 1919

e

AVIANC A

FIRST AIRLINE IV THE AMER/CAS

Boston * Chicago * Los Angeles » Miami ¢ New York
San Francisco » Washington, D.C.

To AVIANCA, 6 West 49th Street,
New York, New York 10020 - JU 6-6040

Send me ON THE INCA ROAD tour booklet

Mr/Mrs/Miss

Street
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have succeeded with their terrorist
methods and have created such insecu-
rity in this area that whatever progress
in pacifying the villages and hamlets
had been achieved has now been lost,

: and whatever hope there was in making
' this area safe has been given up for

the rest of this vear. It all shows how

¢ difficult the American task is, how de-
, ceptive military power can be in this
! situation, and how stretched American

manpower is.
There is also a danger that the United

. States in its pacification strategy is fall-
. ing into the same mistake it did when

it gradually assumed an increasing load

- of the fighting from the South Vietna-
' mese army. The more the American
- forces took over, the less the war became
" a South Vietnamese cause. Robert Ko-

mer, whom the President put in charge
of pacification, and others have said
that it is for the South Vietnamese to
pacify their country. This is something

~ only they could and should do; it is not
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something at which Americans can be
expected to succeed.

Pacification can work only if it is done
at the grassroots level. It requires the
kind of psychological understanding of
the local people, the kind of close per-
sonal contact that only the South Viet-
namese are capable of. But there are
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signs now that more and more Ameri-
can advisers are attached to local South
Vietnamese pacification teams. The dan-
ger is that just as the South Vietnamese
began to rely more and more on the
Americans to do the fighting—this is not
to depreciate the fighting that is still
being done by South Vietnamese units
which General Westmoreland praised so
highly—they may also increasingly come
to rely on Americans to assume the
burden of pacification. This would not
only further increase the strain on Amer-
ican manpower but it would also doom
the pacification program.

Thus the cruelty of the American
dilemma in Vietnam is more in evidence
than ever. The optimism that prevailed
last spring and late last year has evapo-

| rated. A new and much tougher mood

has set in. The President is being told
that intensification of the bombing in
the North could bring the war to a de-
cisive phase and lead to negotiations
before the end of this year. And so the
pendulum of American policy and the
mood in the White House swing back
and forth. —HENRY BRANDON.

Chess Corner—No. 114

WHEN the American immortal
Harry Nelson Pillsbury lost to
world champion Dr. Emanuel Lasker
at St. Petersburg, 1896 [see Chess Cor-
ner—No. 113, May 13], he discovered
an improvement on his seventh turn.
For eight long years, he secretly perse-
vered, finally getting the opportunity
to spring it on the good doctor at Cam-
bridge Springs, 1904.

Now, a new move in an opening
rarely refutes the debut, but this was
an exception. Here, that move shat-
tered Lasker’s King-side pawn phalanx
under which he was forced to seek
refuge. And Pillsbury rained scissor-like
flailing blows against the hostile posi-
tion. And, even though the world cham-
pion has a constitution made of iron,
he succumbed.

Thus, eight vears later, Pillsbury had
produced a brilliant echo of Lasker’s
triumph at St. Petersburg. Sweet re-
venge!

Here is the game.

QUEEN’'S GAMBIT DECLINED

Pillsbury Lasker Pillsbury Lasker

White  Black White  Black
1P-Q4 P-Q4 140-0 R-Bl
2P-QB4 PK3  15Q-03 R-B2
3N-OB3N-KB3 16N-K4 B-K2
{N-B3 P-B4 17 N-Q6ch K-B1
5B-N5 PxQP  18N-B4 Q-N4
6QxP N-B3  19P-B4 PxP
7BxN! PxB 20Q-04 P-B3
8Q-R4 PxP 21QxP/4 Q-QB
9R-Q1 B-Q2  22NK5 BXKI

I0P-K3 N-K4  23N-N4 P-B4

11NxN PxN 24 Q-R6ch K-B2

12QxBP Q-N3  25B-B4 R-B3
13B-K2 OQxNP

LASKER

i

ﬁ% % ....... 7%32;;4

PILLSBURY

26 RxPch QxR
27 R-KB1 QxRch
28 KxQ B-Q2

29 Q-R5¢h K-N1
30N-K5 Resigns

—AL Horowirz.
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