
The Custom Wide Tread Polyglas tire is built with a polyester cord body and 
a fiberglass cord belt. Together, they hold the wide tread firm, so it squirms 
less, wears longer than Goodyear's non-belted tires. And only Goodyear 
makes the Polyglas tire. 
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Poiyglss, Custom Wide Tread-T.M.'s The Goodyear,Tire &.Rubber Company,.Akron, Ohio 
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BARTENCIER'S 
quids TO 
pARiy 
chEESES... 

WISPRIDE® Sharp Cheddar Cheese spread^ 
lights up any manhattan with golden 
goodness. Toasted, served on crackers, 
or sharpening up the hors d'oeuvres, 
it refreshes any palate. 

«'^ .A/1 
W I S P R I D E i 

SWISS KNIGHT® A mUke flavor makes 
this fine imported Gruyke a warming 
companion for a chilled martini. In 
wedges or slices, a great Knight for a 
party. 

SWISS KMIGHT 

\ 

HUM® Holland's finest Gouda and 
Edam to be sliced or scooped as a 
tangy complement for any drink. 

Phoenix Nosl 
Edited by Martin Levin 

GERBER CHEESE CO., N.Y.,N.Y. 10017 

The Laundry Box 

I F YOU ARE under fifty you've probably 
never heard of a laundry box and if 
you're over fifty you probably wish you 
hadn't. Young people in college have so 
much money these days they think 
nothing of sending their laundry out, to 
be done professionally, but during the 
Depression, when I was an undergradu­
ate, only wealthy sons of Detroit mil­
lionaires, daughters of doctors, and the 
downright profligate sent their laundry 
to the corner cleaner. The rest of us 
used a laundry box. Let me explain 
about a laundry box. 

It looked like a small suitcase, a bit 
larger than an attache, and was made 
of cardboard and cloth. It opened from 
the top and was closed by straps that 
never quite held together. The result­
ant constant shifting of contents did 
not, of course, make for satisfactory 
transit and, though soiled laundry went 
home without hazard, even the gentlest 
of postmen could not keep the clean 
laundry that was returned in anywhere 
near a pristine state. Tt usually arrived, 
in point of fact, a jumbled mess of 
wrinkles and cookie crumbs. Let me ex­
plain about the cookie crumbs. 

Thrift aside, and that was quite an 
aside in the early 1930s, the laundry 
box was an easy way to communicate 
with home and from home to school. 
Letters, notes, pictures, clippings, pleas 
for sustenance always accompanied 
the dirty laundry; letters, notes, pic­
tures, clippings, and sustenance always 
accompanied the clean laundry in re­
turn. At Ann Arbor, where for lour 
years I shuttled literally hundreds of 
laundry boxes to my mother in south­
western Michigan, and where she re­
turned literally hundreds of pounds of 
food to 915 Oakland Avenue, I'm not 
sure I would have survived physically 
if it had not been for this unique postal 
service. Laundry cost, as I remember 
it, 16 cents in postage each way, and 
16 cents was a hell of a lot better than 
sending shirts and shorts and socks to 
the corner laundry, whose bill was in­
variably over $1. One dollar was more 
than I usually had at one time, after 
payment of the house bill. Let me ex­
plain about house bills. 

Most men lived in either rooming 
houses or fraternities in Ann Arbor in 
those days because there were no 
men's dormitories. Unless you lived at 
home you had the choice of a room 
somewhere around town (they could 
be pretty jolly if you got hold of a 
motherly soul) or one of a hundred 

fraternities, which were far moi'c than 
snobbish social clubs. They were the 
center of the world for most of the 
male undergraduate population. House 
bills were issued by fraternities to each 
brother once a month. Mine usually 
ran about $40 for room and board and 
my share of the phone and light bills, 
the salaries of the cook and Nelson, 
the Delta Phi houseman. Since I re­
ceived |50 a month from home, this left 
$10 to squander at approximately 30 
cents per day, laundry and dates aside. 
Let me explain about dates. 

The University had put in a strict 
auto ban for everyone but graduate 
students or that rare bird, the married 
student with a family; so we walked 
everywhere, even on dates. Girls who 
insisted on taxis were never asked 
again, at least not by young men like 
me, for taxis could run as much as 70 
cents each way if the girl lived way out 
in Washtenaw. Adding the cost of a 
movie (for two), refreshments after­
ward (nonalcoholic, of course), maybe 
even a sandwich apiece (if she was a 
Sorosis), you can see that walking youi' 
baby back home was more than a pop­
ular song. Fortunately, I knew three 
Sorosis girls who just loved to walk, 
yet there would be whole weeks on end 
when for financial reasons I dared not 
call anyone for a date for fear she 
might accept and even my laundry 
money might go down the drain. Not 
that a clean shirt meant much, of 
course, for we wore dark blue shirts 
much of the time, and you'd be sur­
prised how many days you can wear a 
dark blue shin, with different ties, and 
no one knows the difference. Or almost 
no one, that is. 

But getting back to the laundry box, 
the greatest treat I ever i-eceived by 
mail came in this precious fortnightly 
package just before Thanksgiving my 
freshman year. The box appeared to be 
a bit more lopsided even than normal, 
but it had an aroma unmistakable to 
someone from farm country. Pumpkin 
pie! There it was, large as life and 
about as messy. What matter that 
there wasn't a shirt fit to wear inside 
the box, or that the postage was 23 
cents? A complete pumpkin pie had 
been anchored carefully between the 
shorts and socks, stuck to the inside of 
the laundry box with black mechanics' 
tape, and was more or less still intact. 
I remember having only a dollar or two 
left and here it was mid-November, and 
I was always hungry and I must con­
fess that nothing before or since has 
tasted as good. Naturally, I ate the 

SR/NOVEMBER 22. 19t9 
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A bit of common sense 
in the Drinking Society. 

In our society, 
too many people who 
drink, do not enjoy 
their drinking. 

They drink what 
they drink because 
they think they ought 
to. Rather than drink­
ing something else 
that might give them 
more pleasure. 

Like Dubonnet, 
for instance—a very 
pleasurable drink. 
You drink it whenever 
you'd like a cocktail. 

Its flavor is subtle. 
It is a quietly civilized 
Hrink.. 
v:;£pgfegnnet will, 
however, make socia­
ble occasions slightly 
more sociable. 

We have said of its 
taste, "A touch of Paris 
in evety drop!' 

Which, admittedly, 
is a very romantic 

'thing to say. 
' But, Dubonnet is a 
very romantic drink. 

* As well as a sensible 
one. 

Dubonnet. A touch of Paris in every drop. 
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Daumier by Nikon 

Many a contemporary master would rather use Nikon 

Photographers today enjoy the same creative freedom that has always been 
the painters prerogative. Sometimes they come amazingly close to a famous 
painter's style—without conscious effort. More often they develop styles 
of their own. But with strikingly few exceptions contemporary masters 
use the Nikon F camera. It is no coincidence. For some of the reasons, 
see your Nikon dealer, or write: Nikon Inc., Garden City, New York, 11530. 

H H D Subsid/)f Ehrenreich Photo-Optical Industries,lnc.(In Canada:Anglophoto Ltd.,P.Q.) 
For full-color 16x20" reproduction of "Daumier by Nikon"send $1. 
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r/AMERICAN MOVIES 
7 REFERENCE BOOK 
/ 

l lF /1,854 photos - over 1,000 movies ir Nearly 600 top movie stars . . . 
/ Academy Award Winners, character actors, Western stars, mobsters, 
/ molls, funny men, singers and dancers ic The 100 most famous 

/ American directors and producers -k Special giant section on the 
/ Academy Awards! -k 629 colossal pages (8Vi" x 11") - the same 

I / size as a telephone book. Beautifully hard bound, if Paul Michael, 
/ Editor-in-chief, -k No other book like it. Destined to be the bible 

/ of movie buffs . . . and also a priceless reference for those who 
/ watch old movies on TV. 

STORE PRICE $29.95 
Yours for 

. , with tr ial membr" ' 
ent to buy only 4 i 

deep discounts . • . 20''/ . even 707o off regula 

r 

k 
^ < 3 - < 3 - < > < J < 5 - < > < > 0 0 <}• ̂  O <^ <3-•» <^ <^ <?• 

YOU'LL HAVE A LIFETIME OF FUN 
with this mammoth pictorial 

encyclopedia of American movies that 
carries you from the dawn of "talkies" 

to the present day. Here is the life 
story of just about every interesting 

actor or actress who ever crossed 
Hollywood and Vine against the light: 

Bogey and Bacall . . . Jimmy Cagney 
. . . Errol Flynn . . . Garbo . . , Gable 
. . . Adolphe Menjou . . . The Bennett 
Sisters . . . The Lane Sisters . . . Judy 

Garland . . . Hepburn and Tracy . . . 
Melvyn Douglas . . . Hope and Crosby 

. . . Norma Shearer . . . Freddie 
Bartholomew . . . The Marx Brothers . . . 

Harlow, Dietrich, Lamarr, Shirley Temple, 
Ronnie Reagan, Fred Astaire, Edward G. 

Robinson, The Barrymores, Jimmy Stewart 
. . . the list goes on and on and on! 

And the movies! Big Broadcast. 
Broadway Melody. Busby Berkley's 

Gold Diggers. Screwball comedies 
with Laurel and Hardy, Charlie 

Chaplin, W. C. Fields. Abbott and 
Costello, Francis the mule. 

Adventure: Johnny WeissmuUer, 
Buster Crabbe, Doug Fairbanks Jr. 

A-Westerns: Duke Wayne. Gary 
Cooper. B-Westerns . . . Roy, Gene, 
and the guitars. Women's pictures: 

those 3-handkerchief weepers. 
Mystery and intrigue: Mr. Moto, 

Charlie Chan, Sherlock Holmes — 
all the way to 007. Nice 

Healthy Horror Movies: 
Frankenstein, Dracula, 

King Kong. The new 
Vincent Price brand of 

terror. The War: Alan Ladd 

wipes up the floor with 5,000 Japs. 
Ray Milland, Bill Holden and Veron­
ica Lake leave a lump in your throat 
in I Wanted Wings. 

Star-Studded Membership Privileges 

Right now we want to add a cast 
of thousands to Nostalgia Club's 
membership, so we've arranged to 
make your trial membership worth 
more in dollars and more in plea­
sure. Now — and as long as we can 
keep this offer open—you may take, 
for just $4.95 plus shipping, the fan-
tabulous AMERICAN MOVIES REF­
ERENCE BOOK — store price $29.95. 

You also receive a free subscrip­
t i o n to R e m i n i s c i n g T i m e , t h e 
monthly Club bulletin that not only 
describes the latest Selections and 
Alternates but also carries special 
yesteryear features sure to start the 
nostalgia flowing. Discounts ranging 
from 20% all the way up to 70%, 
prices from $3.49. You need buy only 
four Club Selections over the next two 
years from among 50 or more we'll 
offer, after which you may resign 
at any time. You are free to reject 
any Selection that you don't want 
on the handy form provided. If you 
want the monthly Selection, no need 
t o d o a n y t h i n g ; i t w i l l c o m e 
automatically. 

Step right along, folks. There's 
Immediate seating . . . send the form 
below to the Nostalgia Book Club, 
525 Main Street, New Rochelle, New 
York 10801. 

HCCT/tlieiyt 1B€€1K CILUIB S2S Main Street, New Rochelle, New York lOBOl 

Thesamesizeasatelephonebook, 

l l h u g e v o , u . e c o - ^ -

^'""-tainn^^p::^ 

O.K., you moguls of the silver scroen. Sign me on as a 
triol member of your Club. I get all the star-studded 
membership privileges described above plus THE AMERI­
CAN MOVIES REFERENCE BOOK (worth $29.95] for 
$4.95 plus shipping — and my free subscription to Remi­
niscing Time, the monthly Club bulletin that describes 
current Selections and Alternates and brings me memory-
jogging words, pictures and sounds from yetteryeor. I 
may buy Ctub books and records at 20% . . . 5 0 % . . . 
even 7 0 % discount plus shipping. I am free to reioct any 
Selection on the form olways provided. If I wont a 
Seloction I need do nothing; it will come automatically. 
I agree to buy only four more Selections over the next two 
yeors ofter which I may resign onytimo. SR304 

Name. 

Address 

City/Stale. -Zip . 

Please give us the name ond number of any major credit 
card you own. Con be gasoline card, bank card. Diners 
Club, American Express, etc. 

Nam* of card-

NoUl If you do net havo « crodit cord, your romitUnco 
of $4.K mutt bo tont with this momborthip form. 
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THE BOOKS YOU WANT TO READ ARE-USUALLY-BOOK-

Is 

2 5 9 . JENNIE 
The Life of Lady 
Randolph Churchill 
h RALPH G. MARTIN 
(Ret. price IH.IS) 

3 1 3 . THE PROSECUTOR 3 1 7 . MY LIEE WITH 
/ , > ; A M I : S MILLS MARTIN LLJTHER 
(Ret . pr ice .'5.S.95) KING, JR. iy 

CORETTA 
SCOTT KING. P h o t o s 

(Ret. price $6.95) 

Pearl S Buck 
The 

Tlvec 
Daughters 

& 
Madane 

Liang 
1 3 3 . THE HUMAN zoo 2 0 4 . THE THREE 
by DESMOND MORRIS DAUGHTERS OF 
"Ret. pr ice .$6.9,'!) MADAME LIANG 

hy PEARL S. BUCK 

• Ret. price .$6.95) 

ONLY 
ONEYE^ 
SVKTL4NA 

AllilimVA 

2 3 6 . ONLY ONE YEAR 
h SVLTLANA 
ALLILUYEVA 

(Ret. price $7.9.Sj 

319. Retail 
price $12.50 

As a demonstration of how Club membership can keep you 
from missing the books you promise yourself to read 

You may have any 
three for only $1 
IN A SHORT EXPERIMENTAL MEMBERSHIP 
THE SUGGESTED TRIAL: You simply agree to buy three additional 
Club Selections or Alternates within a year at special members' prices 

241. Retail 
price $10 

THESTORYOF' 
PHILOSOPHY 
r.Y winniiRANf 

— THl-llVIS 
ANI>. OPINION! S. 
Of IHt.CJtfAllR 
rnuosomta.s 

B i t HI* i lO«Y OF 

; i ,.,[,y,.,: 

2 3 1 . COMPLETE 
POEMS OF 
ROBERT FROST 
(Reta i l pr ice $8) 

116 . DISRAELI h 
ROBERT BLAKE 

Illustrated 
(Ret. price $12..50) 

149 . THE STORY 
OF PHILOSOPHY 
h WILL DURANT 

(Retail price $6) 

3 2 9 . THE HISTORY 
OF PSYCHIATRY h 
F. G. ALEXANDER, M.D. 
and S. T. SELESNICK, 
M.D. Illustrated 
(Ret. price $11.95) 

3 7 8 . THE UNITED 
STATES NAVY IN 
WORLD WAR II 
Edited by s. E. S M I T H 
(Ret . pr ice $12.50) 

£S-— 

' \ ^ R ; HTON 

250. Retail 
price $5.95 

THt OXFORD 
DICTION A RY 

OF 

QVOrATIONS 

f l 
#'4 

itcohti imrim 
litVJi£t>md ffltSJFf 

2 6 0 . THE OXFORD 
DICTIONARY OF 
QUOTATIONS 
(Reta i l pr ice $11) 

TheComfrfete 
MedycrfGude 

^ ^ 1 ^ 

1 4 0 . THE COMPLETE 
MEDICAL GUIDE by 
BENJAMIN F. MILLER, 

M.D. 3rd revised ed. 
Illustrated 
(Ret. price $9.95) 

4 9 1 . STRUMPET CITY 
i y JAMES PLUNKETT 

(Ret. price $6.95) 

M A M l R I N t . 
IHF ARTOf 

French 
Ccxiking 

4 8 5 . KNOW YOUR 
ANTIQUES by R A L P H 
and TERRY KOVEL 
Photographs 
(Ret. price $7.50) 

130.THE GRAHAM 
KERR COOKBOOK 
by THE GALLOPING 
GOURMET. P h o t o s 

(Ret. price $7.50) 

^ k,linijs simsufRW 
«l»8l(»<ll')»t8»"f««tf»>« 

1 6 1 . JOY OF COOKING 
by IRMA S. ROMBAUER 
dWa'MARlONR. BECKER 

Illustrated 
(Ret. price $6.95; 

^!2SS& 

5 8 0 . MASTERING 
THE ART OF FRENCH 
COOKING. BECK, 
BERTHOLLE, CHILD 
Illustrated 
(Retail price $10) 
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)F-THE M O N T H CLUB SELECTIONS OR ALTERNATES 

lat are available to Club members this month alone 

PEANUTS 
THEASUnr 

IM- "^ii"' si-'** 

s „ l„ .̂ ĵ Sfefe' 

7. PEANUTS 

;ASURY h 
ARLIiS M. SCHULZ 

:t. price $4.95) 

mtm 
vWSiiTHfi.^'RO^S 

183 . THE VICTIMS 
hy BERNARD 
LEFKOWITZ and 
KENNETH G. GROSS 
(Ret. price $6.95) 

S^JSTKiS^^toiSfeS^Ss* 

CL Sitl:h-tg:r 

Along 
Rowor 
Candles 
,,1!,K«f>tf'riMr/B 

u ^ » ^ 4 

4 0 8 . COUPLES by 
JOHN UPDIKE 

(Ret. price $6.9.5) 

I0¥S ^ 

Yfmmi 

104. MISS CRAIG'S 
21-DAY SHAPE-UP 
PROGRAM: For Men 
& Women. I l l us . 
(Ret . pr ice $6.95) 

I The ^ 
^Way £ 
i Things t 

3 0 4 . THE AMERICANS 
h'J- C. FURNAS 

Illustrated 
(Ret. price $12.95) 

Work 

HARRISON 
Ea4USBlM 

THEm 
ragswiew 

4 8 4 . THE 900 DAYS 
The Siege of Leningrad 
hy HARRISON E. 
SALISBURY. P h o t o s 

(Ret. price $10) 

»; 

m 

mis 
IMMESJOVCE 

8. A LONG ROW 
CANDLES: The 
moirs anrl Diaries 
C. L. Sulzberger, 
14-1954 
et. price $12.50) 

he Rise and 
Fall of the 

Third Reich 

i l l iam L Shirer 

1 . THE RISE 
ID FALL OF THE 
IRD REICH h 
ILLIAM L. SHIRER 

et. price $12.50) 

1 9 6 . LISTEN TO THE 
WARMd/ i ^STANYAN 
STREET & OTHER 
SORROWS ty R O D 
M C K U E N . ( R e t a i l 
p r i c e s t o t a l $ 7 . 9 0 ) 

2 3 3 . THE JOYS OF 
YIDDISH h 
LEO ROSTEN 

(Retail price $10) 

1 0 7 . THE WAY 
THINGS WORK 
An illustrated 
Encyclopedia of 
Technology 
(Re t . pr ice $8.95) 

139.ULYSSES 
i j JAMES JOYCE 
LJnabridged 
(Ret. price $7.95) 

»• - - .: 
f i_ 

187. THE INTERCOM 
CONSPIRACY 
h ERIC AMBLER 

(Ret. price $5.95) 

IBERIA 

THESE TWO 

COUNT AS 

ONE BOOK 

• ? 5 S ^ 

:;• 'tHESMEfBM:: 
iSi-ANlSH TRAVaS H ^ ,,: fff^^mf 

KHO REf=i.6CTIONsH^ ; i i S a M i B l f 

3 8 1 . ROUSSEAU 
AND REVOLUTION 
iy WILL and 
ARIEL DURANT 
Illustrated 
(Retail ptice $15) 

, JAMES A. ^ 
MlCHENERi 

4 1 4 . IBERIA: Spanish 
Travels and Reflections 
by JAMES MICHENER 

(Retail price $10) 

2 3 4 . THE OXFORD 
HISTORY OF THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 
hy SAMUEL ELIOT 
MORisoN. I l l u s t r a t e d 
( R e t . p r i c e $ 1 2 . 5 0 ) 

I! . 5 - ^ 

2 0 0 . HOW CHILDREN 
LEARN a>id HOW 
CHILDREN FAIL h 
JOHN HOLT. ( R e t a i l 
p r i c e s t o t a l $ 9 . 4 5 j 

111.ERNEST 
HEMINGWAY 
A Life Story 
by CARLOS BAKER 
Photographs 
(Retail price $10) 

A library-building plan every reading family should know about 

THE EXPERIMENTAL MEMBERSHIP 
suggested here will not only prove, 

by your own acXual experience, how 
effectually -"embership in the Book-of-

'" can keep you from 
"versight or over-

. ^^' ^ '•'illy intend to 

the-Mo 
missir 
bus •̂ 
rer 
i' "9 .f^ 

SI^i t%..^ 
% 

• ' ^ ^ . , % > -- 4 , 

~^s-^ 

•V-. 

Og-^^t^ ""^ 
f 7 Qj 

X 
'dends. 

"'S-

-5^0,:% 

'{^ 

'•^'^ 
^ff '^^ -^o' 'f>f^ 

-^o.^o 
/ ^M ^^^:'^^^. 

' ' ^ . > > . . •A, ^^, 'O "<i' "^^z. 

buy, a Book-Dividend Credit. Each 
Credit, upon payment of a nominal sum, 
often only $1.00 or $1.50—sometimes 
more for unusually expensive volumes 
or sets—will entitle you to a Book-Divi­
dend which you may choose from more 
than a hundred fine library volumes 
available over the year. This is probably 
the most economical means ever devised 
for building up a well-rounded persona! 
library. Since the inauguration of this 

-que plan, $480,000,000 worth of 
Cretail value) has been earned 

'ed by Book-of-the-Month 
/ 

/ 

'^o^fPe 
NTH CLUB, INC. 

' ' . N.Y. 10017 
O-

Sit0* 
MVVfc gMT 

101. Retail 
price $12.50 

ttUME^, 
*̂  -^BH 

House?! 
iHtW 

BiteO^ 
AHOVBt-

322. Retail 
price $6.95 

'led States Patent Office i 
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"l go home at night 
and try to justify ^hat 
I do... to kids 
'^ho question the 
establishment." 

A research director in one of the coun­
try's leading pharmaceutical companies 
speaks his mind . . . and asks you to 
speak yours. 

You're part of the establish­
ment, my kids tell me. Your com­
pany makes profits from sick peo­
ple while you sit in the laboratory 
doing research of doubtful value. 

That's tough to take. And I read 
and hear the same things occa­
sionally in the papers, the best 
magazines, on TV. Now and again 
I'm inclined to wonder why I'm in 
this business . . . until I'm back 
at the bench, mulling over a new 
structure that one of our scientific 
teams created. After thousands of 
steps and many years of faltering 
progress, we've been able to re­
create in the lab what nature does 
daily, in an instant, in your body 
. . . simply and beautifully. We've 
managed to get a look deep in­
side a molecule and discover a 
nuance of life . . . 

Our discovery may someday 
help eliminate genetic defects, or 
it may even open avenues to 
whole new concepts of therapy. 

I feel sure that I spent those 
years usefully. My industry, em­

ploying some 20,000 scientists 
and research people, and using 
its income from sales to finance 
more than half a billion dollars in 
research and development each 
year, has, by and large, used that 
money well. We are also accept­
ing the smallest percentage (1.5) 
of government research money of 
any major industry. 

Our efforts have been extraor­
dinarily productive. Of 528 new 
drugs originated in the U.S. from 
1940 to 1968, about 90 percent 
came from pharmaceutical indus­
try laboratories. 

I'm proud of that record . . . It 
is good evidence that our system, 
by holding out the prospect of 
appropriate rewards for innova­
tions in medicine, can function 
efficiently to meet the needs of 
people . . . I can't imagine any­
thing more worthwhile. 

Another point of view... Phar­
maceutical Manufacturers Asso­
ciation, 1155 Fifteenth P*' 
N.W., Washington '" ' 

whole thing that night while studying 
for a geology midterm. The shirts I 
wore anyway, yellow stains and all. I 
doubt if anyone noticed. Some of my 
friends didn't wear shirts at all. They 
didn't have any. —RICHARD L. TOBIN. 

An Out-of-Fashion Plate Tells All 

I HAVE a dilemma: whenever I buy sin­
gle-breasted suits, they immediately go 
out of style and double-breasteds come 
in. Also vice versa. Thus, sartorially 
speaking, I always find myself either 
too amply endowed or pathetically flat-
chested. 

The reason is clear. Somewhere—per­
haps in a plush appartamento above 
the Via Veneto, or, more likely, in a 
loft building on Seventh Avenue—sits 
the cabal of master stylists who dictate 
fashion trends. I picture them—thin-
lipped, cold-eyed behind their dark 
glasses—peering through their radar-
scopes as I enter a shop to buy my 
biennial navy-blue worsted. 

As the purchase is completed, the 
sales tax scored up, and my charge-a-
plate stamped, they smile and nod to 
one another. Mr. Big flicks a switch and 
whispers the words: "Change over!" 
And there I stand, my poitrine encased 
in an obsolete, already shopworn gar­
ment, once more hopelessly demode. 

Some years ago I tried foiling this 
plot. My jackets were all double-breast­
ed, but I felt the winds of change rus­
tling through my lapels. So I played it 
smart. Instead of buying new suits, I 
took the old ones to a tailor and sub­
mitted them to surgery. The herring­
bone lapels were removed, and, after a 
short convalescence, the suits were 
walking around again, as good as new. 

But the mob was ahead of me. Read­
ing my double-cross, they double-
crossed me. That year, and for five 
years thereafter, there was no style 
change. Double-breasteds remained 
stubbornly in, leaving me to squirm un­
easily in single-finned dowdiness. 

To make matters worse, the scheme 
cost us a valued maid. One morning, 
when the girl approached the closet 
where I'd thriftily stored my severed 
swatches, I said, "Don't bother dusting 
that upper shelf. That's where I keep 
my breasts." Naturally the girl ran 
screaming from the house. 

Today, affluent but insecure, I own 
a few jackets of each persuasion. In 
addition, my old breasts are still in the 
closet, ready for the morning the mob 
decrees the Picasso Look. ("Men! " 
Chic! Be Cubistic! Go Tr'-' 
ed!") 

Comes th" ' 
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