Music to My Ears

Irving Kolodin

0O Plus O Equals
Ormandy and Ozawa

WHATEVER HAS HAPPENED to the fine
art of program making? To judge from
some examples offered recently in
Philharmonic Hall by the resident
New York Philharmonic and the visit-
ing Philadelphia Orchestras, every-
thing. Nor can it be related to anything
so canonically forthright as experience
vs. inexperience, or youth and age.

In the first bracket, Eugene Or-
mandy as conductor of the visiting
ensemble from Philadelphia (about to
celebrate its 70th anniversary, of
which he has been music director for
nearly half the total period) brought
along the Temple University Choirs to
share a program with Shirley Verrett
as mezzo soloist. What he worked out
—if “worked out” is the proper phrase
—was a kind of choral sandwich on
brown bread, with the Egmont Over-
ture of Beethoven and the Second
Symphony of Brahms as the outer
matter, and works of Vaughan Wil-
liams (Magnificat), Brahms (Alto
Rhapsody), and Reger (Requiem) as
the filler.

The performance did not belie the
promise that this would result in too
many unconnected impressions within
an all-too-short time period. Any host-
ess who offered a comparable menu
could scarcely escape the accusation of
being deficient in taste. As much must
be said of the host at a symphonic
feast who overlooks ordinary consid-
erations of balance, progression, jux-
taposition.

Perhaps if the ear had been assailed
by one incandescent performance after
another, the divisive factors would
have been incinerated, the noncompat-
ible elements fused into one molten
mass of nourishment. But The Phila-
delphia Orchestra in its current con-
dition under Ormandy may be relied
upon, always, to glow comfortably, but
rarely burst into flame. The relation
of one with the other makes for an
embracing surge of sonorities, if rarely
the kind of abrasive interaction that
gives rise to sparks.

In a way, then, Miss Verrett was the
ideal soloist for this kind of music-
making. She has the qualifications for
producing a Philadelphia-beautiful
sound in the music she sang, but
neither the largeness of style nor the
urgency of emotion to be, in fact, a
solo voice rather than an element of
the ensemble. In the Vaughan Wil-
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liams Magnificat and the Reger Re-
quiem—beautiful works, both, in their
separate ways—the outcome did not
suffer seriously because the role as-
signed to the solo voice is not all that
important. But in the setting by
Brahms of verses from Goethe’s Harz-
reise im Winter, Miss Verrett offered
beauty of sound in place of largeness
of understanding, and an ingratiating
kind of personality rather than the
depth of feeling with which Brahms
enriched the eloguent words. Actually
the voice itself seems to be undergoing
a transition in which the brilliant
forceful top range is leaving behind
the true mezzo character in the lower
range, but a clever use of such re-
source could make much more of the
opportunities in Brahms than Miss
Verrett realized.

Should one look for a more applica-
ble kind of consideration in the young,
more ‘“contemporary” Ozawa vis-a-vis
the older Ormandy, the conclusion
would have to be—look elsewhere.
The appropriate generalization would
be that, whatever separates an ex-
perienced conductor from a less ex-
perienced one, they are much more
responsive to the larger unity that af-
filiates all conductors with all other
conductors, as all actors are like all
other actors. Put into simplest terms,
that would be a concern for conduc-
torial convenience rather than audi-
ence satisfaction. (East or West, here
certainly the twain do meet.)

The Ozawa program was much in-
volved with Orfi’s Carmina Burana, of
which he is an ardent, accomplished
exponent. It occupied about 60 per

cent of the evening’s playing time, |

suggesting that it could have been

well-balanced by a shorter work of ;

comparable substance. Ozawa chose to

begin with Riegger’'s “Study in Sonor- |

ity” for strings, followed by Ibert’s
equally lightweight “Divertissement.”
In thus addressing himself to the su-
perficial rather than the substantial,
Ozawa wasted a wonderful opportu-
nity to perform a service as well as to
fill time. For that matter, neither the
Riegger nor the Ibert was particularly
well disciplined. In the Orff, which
was, the collaborators included sopra-
no Patricia Brooks, tenor Anastasios
Vrenios, and baritone John Reardon,
along with the Schola Cantorum and
the Boys’ Choirs from the Little
Church Around the Corner and the
Browning School.

D-C Fans not only solve D-C’s,

they invent them.

Here’s the most recent gathering.

DOUBLE-CROSTICS
BY FANS #5

Edited by
Thomas H. Middleton

A SPARKLING ASSEMBLAGE OF NEW
AND EXCITING LITERARY PUZILES
CREATED BY D-C DEVOTEES FROM EAST
AND WEST, NORTH AND SOUTH—
EVEN MEXICO AND CANADA!

FASCINATING collection

of teasers and puzzlements
comprising as many styles and
reflecting as many tastes as there
are contributors. Fifty puzzles—
ranging from the relatively easy
to the very difficult. Something
for everyone, beginner or vet-
eran. Plus rules for constructing
your own Double-Crostic.

Spiral-bound, flat, portable and
sturdy. Send for your copies of
Double-Crostics by Fans #5 to-
day. It's the best way in the
world to put sun-soaked minds
back to work.

{77 Note: If you've never solved a
Double-Crostic puzzle before, the in-
structions are in the book. All you
need bring to the project is a sharp-
ened pencil and your own comfort-
ably stocked mind. You'll have a
wonderful time and emerge from
the encounter feeling like Sherlock
Holmes or, perhaps, someone who
can read the Dead Sea Scrolls.

To your bookseller, or
SATURDAY REVIEW
380 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y, 10017

Send me . ... ... copies of Dounble-
Crostics by Fans #5,
Price $2.50 each.

Name

Address

City State Zip

(New Yurk State residents, add appli-

cable sales tax)
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STRAVINSKY:
THE RITE OF SPRING
SCHERZO A LA RUSSE

Thomas & Grierson (pianists)

IN THE SPANISH STYLE
Christopher Parkening ( guitar)

BEETHOVEN:
VIOLIN CONCERTO
New Philhkarmonia Orch: Klemperer
Menuhin (violin)

HADYN:
CELLO CONCERTO IN D
MONN:
ELLO CONCERTO IN G MINOR
Jacqueline du Pré
London Symphony: Barbirolli

RIMSKY-KORSAKOV:
SCHEHERAZADE
Royal Philharmonic Otch: Beecham

A Concert Master’s
Concert

Programme

POULENC:
GLORIA /ORGAN CONCERTO
Orchestre de la RTF: Prétre

HANDEL:
WATER MUSIC (COMPLETE)
Bath Festival Orch.
Menuhin, conducting

HANDEL:
MESSIAH-HIGHLIGHTS
Schwarzkopf, Gedda, Hines

Philharmonia Chorus and Orch: Klemperer

RODRIGO:
CONCIERTO DE ARANJUEZ
GIULIANI:

GUITAR CONCERTO IN A
Alirio Diaz
Spanish National Orch: Frithbeck de Burgos
MAHLER:

DES KNABEN WUNDERHORN

Schwarzkopf, Fischer-Dieskau
London Symphony: Szell

TCHAIKOVSKY:

SYMPHONY NO. 1

“"WINTER DREAMS”
U.S.S.R. Symphony Orch: Svetlanov

PUCCINI:
MADAME BUTTERFLY —HIGHLIGHTS
De los Angeles, Bjoerling
Rome Opera Chorus and Orch: Santini

PUCCINI:
LA BOHEME-—HIGHLIGHTS
Freni, Gedda
Rome Opera Chorus and Orch: Schippers

BIZET:
CARMEN —HIGHLIGHTS
Callas, Gedda
Paris Opera Orch: Prétre

FAVORITE FRENCH SHOWPIECES

Orchestre de Paris: Jacquillat

This 1s only the beginning of the extensive new fall library now available on Angel and Melodiya-
Angel. Adding to the existing library, this largest of classical releases includes 35 great new and great

encore performances.

The top artists in Angel’s international roster of stars bring you unexcelled classical performances:
opera, orchestral, instrumental, vocal and chamber repertoire. A full range of the finest artistry repro-
duced on cassette, as well as 8-track and reel-to-reel. Bringing you the same clarity and fullness of fidelity
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A NEW DIMENSION IN EDUCATION

Designed by university professors to

teach and chalienge those who enjoy
BRAIN —~ TO — BRAIN COMBAT.
WFF ‘N PROOF (logic) $8.75*
EQUATIONS (mathematics) 5.50
ON-SETS (set theory) 5.50

PROPAGANDA (social studies)
CONFIGURATIONS (geometry)
5-GAME SPECIAL (the above)

*Postage included ;
WFF ‘N PROOF

Send check to:
Box 71-GB, New Haven, Conn. 06501
invited

Free Catalog — Dealer inquires
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Perfect Gifts

Does the country
really need
a $1 Christmas card?

We have several. Also greeting cards
priced as low as 50¢. Cards are small
editions, unique frameable hand-
screens commissioned from Warhol,
Dine, Trova, Indiana, etc. Send this
ad and 10¢ for illustra-
ted leafletto MULTIPLES,
Box L, 929 Madison Ave.
New York City, 10021. o

o1 can learn to writt in the
Jtuﬁr&mdtfymﬁmm
Osmirsid pon, an Imlic wib
and owr mmymwfmy
M

Only $3.00.at art material, stationery
and pen shops as well as college book
stores. Your check or money order can also
be mailed to Pentallc Corp., 132 West 22nd
Street, New York, N.Y. 10011. Add 50 cents
to cover handling. State whether right or
left handed. . . . Nothing is more satisfying
than learning to produce the beautiful
thicks and thins that characterize the italic
hand and it’s easy to learn as the pen, held
at the proper angle, does most of the work
for-you. So be a1 penman, own an Osmiroid.

\

1B

t——
=

#1 National Non-fiction Bestseller

Fitting competition for
HOW TO SUCCEED and GAMESMANSHIP

THE PETER PRINGIPL3

Why Things Always Go Wrong
Dr. Laurence J. Peter and Raymond Hull

~-.-.$4.95 —Hﬂmonnow.
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Green Berets

Continued from page 28

unleashed an investigation—the Army
stated it was not unakin to a grand
jury investigation—into the charges.

On the very same day, August 6th,
either by coincidence or purpose,
President Thieu, in the course of a
general shift in staff officers, replaced
Gen. Doan Van Quang, head of the
Vietnamese Special Forces, and an old
friend of Rheault’s, with Brig. Gen.
Lam Son. It was recalled that in
Diem’s day Lam Son once slapped the
face of an American adviser and had
to be shipped to the Philippines.

Now the rumors flew in Saigon. Al-
though some theorists still insist that
Thai Khac Chuyen was a triple agent,
and somec even that he was a peace
emissary from Hanoi, there is at
hand little evidence for such assump-
tions. Chuyen worked at three camps,
all jump-off points for cross-border
forays. If Hanoi were contacting the
United States, there would seem to be
other avenues much more available—
across the table in Paris for example.
If he had been Thieu's personal agent
sniffing out the Green Beret opera-
tion, why would Thieu have admitted
it by inquiring indignantly of Chuyen's
whereabouts as one story insisted he
did?

The South Vietnamese government
officially disclaimed interest in the
case, and in Saigon an interesting
commentary on Vietnamese thinking
appeared in an editorial in an Eng-
lish-language Vietnamese newspaper.
Drawing a parallel between the vic-
tims of a civilian plane crash and the
victims of war it said:

When a man dies in battle or is exe-
cuted for an ideal by his enemies, we

feel this is the proper order of things
ordained by a superior being. The
very fact that the victim finds himself
in the fatal circumstances results
from his implicit dedication of his life
to an ideal. This to us is the natural
course of events.

On the American side, however, the
old accusations were dusted off, to be
hurled again. Was not Special Forces
similar to the Waffen SS, the elite
Hitlerian troops that fought with the
Wehrmacht? Were they not, with their
special uniforms and training and
privileges, an incarnation of the Prae-
torian Guard of old Rome? Even a
sophisticated American correspondent
in Saigon, perhaps not given to such
excesses himself, wondered if it were
not strange that Rheault was so dedi-
cated to his physical condition. What
manner of man might he really be?
Supposedly, during his time in Oki-
nawa he ran two miles on the beach
during his lunch hour and ordered
everyone over forty to take a phys-
ical training test once a month in-
stead of every six months as the rules
prescribe. In Vietnam he did push-ups
on his patio at high noon, all indica-
tions of a special breed.

It was recalled that the second in
command at CIA headquarters in
Washington was Lt. Gen. Robert E.
Cushman, Jr. a marine who command-
ed the First Corps at Danang during
the siege of Khesanh. Cushman and
Abrams were in less than perfect har-
mony over the employment of troops
at Khesanh. And there were still
scores to settle between Cushman and
Special Forces, whose camp at Long-
vel, outside Khesanh, had been over-
run.

A CIA man connected with the case
wondered aloud about the curious
interest of his own headquarters in

!

A camp transfer in Vietnam—‘when the irregulars can run

their own camp, Americans and Vietnamese pull out.”
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the demise of one double agent in
view of the numbers alleged to have
been Kkilled under the auspices of his
agency in Laos. Some of the people
who were involved in Laos were in
positions of CIA command in Saigon.
On the other hand, a ranking spokes-
man for the agency told me in Saigon
that “terminate with extreme preju-
dice”—the phrase the CIA was sup-
posed to have sent back to Special
Forces to indicate its recommendation
in the Chuyen case—"is not a term
we use.” The CIA may terminate an
agent every week, but that means
terminate his employment, not his
Jife. Hired by a man who uses an
alias, a CIlA-employed agent never
knows his employer’s truc identity,
and is given only the EEI-—essential
clements of information.

The CIA, as the agency is pleased
to point out, occupies itself with high-
Jevel matters, such as the recent Trong
case in which Thieu’s trusted political
adviser, an aide with a position rough-
lv corresponding to Henry Kissinger's
role with Nixon, was found to be part
of a net stretching clear to Hanoi. The
Green Berets, by CIA definition, work
only on low-level matters. In the Chuy-
en case they came looking for advice.
In the pre-trial investigation that fol-
lowed the arrest of the Green Berets,
the CIA station chief at Nhatrang
was on the stand for two-and-a-half
hours. Much of that time he demurred,
pleading cxecutive immunity.

Ten days before charges against the
Berets were dismissed by the Army,
the CIA in Saigon made it clear that
CIA witnesses would plead executive
immunity if a court-martial were to
be held. It was also made clear by
Henry Rothblatt, the celebrated crim-
inal lawyer who had been engaged to
represent three of the Berets, that it
was not possible to show just “a little
bit” of evidence. “The Supreme Court
insists on all the evidence,” he said.
Moreover, without a corpse it would
then be necessary to have proof that
the body was destroyed. A confession
is the weakest form of evidence, and
a confession without a corpse is not
cnough. A witness without a corpse
might be enough, but in this case the
witnesses were also defendants. More-
over, there was the matter of com-
mand influence in which Abrams or-
ders the arrest, the investigation, and
the trial and appoints the officers to
hear the casc that he eventually re-
views.

Some Washington sources have said |

that it was not a threatened miscar-
riage of justice that caused President
Nixon to intercede, but rather the in-
fluence upon the President of Repre-
sentative L. Mendel Rivers, chairman
of the House Armed Services Commit-
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PLAYBOY, COMING UP

NOVEMBER
ISSUES

“Reader, suppose you were an idiot. And suppose you were a mem-
ber of Congress. But I repeat myself.”

Neither the late Drew Pearson nor U.S. Representative Richard C.
Bolling is quite as withering as Mark Twain was about the intelligence
of our national lawmakers, but both demonstrate, in their tandem arti-
cles in November's PLAYBOY, that the art of criticizing Congress
remains a lively one. Pearson’s The Senate—an appropriate parting shot
after more than 40 years of spinning riders on his Washington Merry-Go-
Round — excoriates what he calls “the stench of putrefying ethics that
hangs over the Capitol today.” The House, by the respected Missouri
Democrat — a veteran of 21 years in the lower chamber — authoritatively
indicts an archaic and often corrupt committee system that caters to
special-interest groups at the expense of the electorate. Both men pro-
pose radical (yet practical) reforms designed to give all the people a
fairer shake in the halls of power.

* * *

“There is now no Anglo-Saxon writer alive,” Sybille Bedford wrote
in her review of The Comedians, “who can tell a story better than Mr.
Graham Greene”—a proposition we think you’ll agree is confirmed by a
delightfully contrasting companion to Greene’s currently best-selling
Collected Essays. It’s a novel called Crook’s Tour, and you'll find the first
installment in PLAYBOY’s November issue. A meek British bank clerk
in early retirement, his thoroughly surprising aunt and her African man-
servant are the principal characters in a rollicking Our-Man-in-Havana-
like tale permeated with — and every bit as heady as — cannabis. The
emphasis this time is on humor, but the familiar Greene sense of urbane
malignity is delightfully in evidence, too: It’s as if Dostoevski had edited
a P. G. Wodehouse story.

* ok %

“He is a big man with an imperial manner. The head is leonine and
the facial expression at once fierce and sullen. He was dressed, like a
Mod black emperor, in a brilliantly colored dashiki, bell-bottom jeans
and high-top country shoes . . . For over an hour, he delivered a passion-
ate sermon that described the black man’s plight in white society. It was
filled with street talk, down-home slang and quotations from The Bible—
but its effect was Greek tragedy with soul.”

Thus runs part of the introduction to November’s Playboy Interview
with the Reverend Jesse Jackson, the 27-year-old economic director of
Martin Luther King’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference and
head of Chicago’s Operation Breadbasket. Like our January 1965 con-
versation with Dr. King, whose pre-eminent place in the civil rights
movement Jackson seems likely to inherit, the interview itself probes
behind his “country preacher” oratory to the tough-minded political
savvy—and the passionate humanity — of a powerful new black leader.

* % %

Alternatives to Analysis, by Ernest Havemann, a survey of the off-
beat new regimens employed by post-Freudian therapists, and Head
Stone, a cliché-free look at rock-'n’-Rolling Stone Mick Jagger by
Punch’s Deputy Editor Alan Coren, are two other disparate elements in
the November PLAYBOY mix--but that’s enough for one short column.
Enough, that is, to assure old friends that the new issue lives up to

PLAYBOY’s catholic and literate standards—and encugh, we hope, to
make a few new friends as well. Like yourself?

Cordially,
THE EDITORS OF PLAYBOYe

]

- ®
P.S.: We also publish pictures of pretty girls.
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Scottish Fisherman
Knit Sweater
For Men and Women

| Warmth Without Weight. |

Here’s a hardy, handsome medium-
weight bulky-knit sweater positively warmer
for its weight than any comparable sweat-
er. Made by a special design which alter-
nates a high and low 3-dimensional black-
berry stitch pattern. Naturally water repel-
lent. Finest 100% unprocessed new wool.
Hand-finished. You'll welcome its cozy
warmth on damp, chilly days, yet it's so
light it can be worn comfortably indoors.
This is the same famous sweater worn by
British Commandos during their hit-and-
run raids along the North Sea in World War
II. Long a favorite of Scottish fishermen,
royalty, skiers, movie stars and other cele-
brities. Long-wearing, beautifully styled. A
British import in Oyster White. Sold with
full return privileges. Send suit size for
correct fit. $25.00 ppd.

FREE 80-page Color Catalog.

Probably the world's finest selec-
tion of sportswear and equipment
for sportsmen and women. Over
400 unique items: Premium Boots
and Shoes, British Country
Clothes, Hand-Knit Sweaters,
Down-Filled Garments, Fine Lug-
gage and more. Save on our Direct
import Program.

Dept:

Norm Thompson ::.

1805 N.W. Thurman Portiand, Ore. 97209
(I Send FREE Catalog. (1 Enclosed check for '§
$ . Rush__Scottish Sweaters,size.___.

Name.
Address. 1
City. State Zip ]

d
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HOLIDAY MAIL
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tee. Rivers, who was against a trial,
has championed the White House
stand on the ABM. When the released
Berets returned to the U.S., they
seemed, on the face of it, to deny the
killing. In fact, they were denying a
murder had been committed, saying
in effect that in a war you can’t “mur-
der” the enemy. Rheault said, on re-
turning to the United States, “There
is no conclusive evidence that the in-
dividual was ever killed.” The body,
of course, was never recovered, thus
no evidence exists.

Abrams’s views about the Green Be-
rets were made plain when he replaced
Colonel Rheault with Col. Alexander
Lemberes, who had won a record as
a troubleshooter, but who was, in de-
risive Green Beret terminology, a
“leg,” which is to say, a soldier who
has not qualified for airborne duty.
Colonel Lemberes tried to rectify that
by making five qualified jumps in one
hour, but unfortunately broke his
ankle on the fourth try.

For the second time in six weeks
the Special Forces got a new com-
mander when Lemberes was replaced
with Col. Michael Healy, who had en-
tered the Army as an enlisted man in
1945 and won his commission as a
ninety-day wonder at Fort Benning.
Called “Blind Mike” for the thick
glasses he wears, Colonel Healy seems
more like the friendly parish priest
than a fighting soldier. Yet, he joined
the Airborne Rangers in Korea in
search of action, joined Special Forces
in 1953 soon after it was formed, later
commanded an airborne battalion in
Vietnam. “Charge it all up to Irish
inquisitiveness,” he says.

Before his troops, Colonel Healy’s
rhetoric flows in old Knute Rockne,
let’s-win-this-one-for-the-Gipper style.
In remembering the Special Forces
dead, he says in ringing, quivering
tones: “They set the standard. They
made it what it is. Don’'t let ’em
down.” He addresses his command as
“the most outstanding officers in the
U.S. Army.” The mood in the privacy
of his office, however, is strictly down-
play. “We're not a separate little army
at all,” he says, “we’re part of the
Army team. The Special Forces are
special because they are volunteers,
because they went to Ranger School,
because they are airborne, trained in
weapons and demolitions. We have
bright, alert officers and we give them
missions and they are special. But
they are no better than any other good
American soldier. My mission is a
military mission. It has nothing to do
with a lot of high-blown cloak-and-
dagger stuff.” Asked about B-57 op-
erations, the Colonel clams up. “That’s
classified,” he snaps.

The essence of deep-dyed Green
Beret fundamental strategy, accord-
ing to one field grade officer who has
since left Special Forces and the Army,
is to borrow from the successful Com-
munist method of guerrilla warfare.
Green Berets echelons cross-fertilized
with the insurgents would, he thinks,
form an effective force in fomenting
people’s wars of our own. Since we
cannot use thermonuclear war, the
United States has to resort to some
form of guerrilla warfare to combat
the encroachments of Communism. It
is this confrontation between such
forms of revolutionary warfare and
the old system of strategy and tactics
as employed by the Army, Navy and
the State Department that is causing
conflict in the forces, according to
this theorist.

Guerrilla tactics are not new to
America. They began in the French
and Indian wars when Rogers’ Rang-
ers was formed from the New Hamp-
shire militia to conduct unconven-
tional warfare against the Indians. The
Confederacy spawned Mosby’s Guer-
rillas, who harried federal troops and
once made off with a Union general
without losing a man of their own.
Merrill’'s Marauders performed effec-
tively in Burma during World War
II, not to mention Darby’s Rangers,
a free-wheeling force that trained in
Northern Ireland, fought in Tunis,
Sicily, and Italy. There is even a prece-
dent for assassination that goes back
to the American Revolution. Tories,
according to North Callahan’s book
The Royal Raiders, who were cap-
tured by rebellious Americans were
not given the status of prisoners of
war, but were “tried as rebels, then
executed in cold blood.”

Despite its partisan adherents and
despite its successes, guerrilla war-
fare by Americans has not always been
successful, particularly in Vietnam.
The Green Berets were caught by two
Montagnard uprisings, one in Septem-
ber 1964 in which twenty-nine Viet-
namese troops were reported killed,
and another in December 1965. Dur-
ing their war in Vietnam the French
organized an elite guerrilla force
known as GOMA for Groupement de
Commandos Mixtes Aeroportes. They
mixed bands of 400 tribesmen with
French noncommissioned officers, who
sometimes married native girls to try
to assure the loyalty of their tribe.
Working along the China border, they
had a telling effect on General Giap’s
forces, but the loyalty of these in-
surgents was ever in doubt, and in the
end they were unable to cut Giap’s
long supply line to Dienbienphu.

Fighting counter-insurgency warfare
with the attendant murky skills of
black warfare, the Special Forces
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often seems more of a political in-
strument than an arm of the military.
Asked to perform arch deeds but sub-
ject to the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, it remains in a position that
1s unprotected cxcept for public opin-
ion and, as in this casc, executive
intervention. It mayv now be the time,
some Bercts think, for the Forces to
become a separate branch, perhaps
under the Joint Chiel's of Staff. Wheth-
er this would make it an elite guard
100 similar to strongarm troops once
in favor in Fascist countries is a ques-
tion for a democracy to ponder.

()nly a few days before it dropped
its case, the Army convened the
correspondents on the base at Longbinh
for a long and wordy explanation of
military justice. It droned on inter-
minably while a judge advocate sa-
vored every golden word, and 1 elect-
ed, after an hour, to leave. Turning
up a roadway called MacArthur Loop,
1 came by chance on a low green
building where the Beret officers were
interned. There was Colonel Rheault,
stripped down to shorts, nose smeared
with suntan cream, doing push-ups in
the sun. “How is it going?” I shouted
to him over the dry moat that sepa-
rated us. He gave me a thumbs-up.
“We shall overcome,” he shouted back.
1 hitched a ride back to Saigon and
walked through the dingy arcade on
the way to my hotel. The fruit ped-
dlers in their conical hats had already
drawn up their baskets and bicycles
in front of the Eden Theater, and
awaited the customers for the after-
noon show. I looked up at the garish
posters. The Eden was playing One
Spy Too Many.

m.lﬂmm |
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HELP SOMEBODY LIVE FOR A CHANGE

We all like to talk and
moralize about the unnecessary
deaths in the world.

But what does it really
mean to a child like Luciana?

She lives with her parents
and four brothers in a Bolivian
shack. There’s no running
water. No electricity. No sani-
tation.

Medical care is practically
non-existent. An unhappy cir-
cumstance when you’re con-
stantly threatened with acute
starvation and diseases rang-
ing from rickets to TB.

Luciana may die this year.
Like thousands of other children
existing in sub-human condi-
tions throughout our world.

CHILDREN, INCORPORATED
Richmond, Virginia 23220

Box 5381, Dept. SR-10,

I wish to *““adopt” a boy [ girl [ in

And believe us. All the
conversation in the world won’t
save them. )

What can save them is
people like you. If you decide
1t’s time to help somebody live
for a change.

Sponsor a child through
the CI ‘““Adoption” Plan, and
you’ll become part of a pro-
gram sending glimmers of hope
and opportunity to children in
17 countries.

It’s an easy way to do more
than talk about saving one
small life. Which isn’t any small
thing.

For more information, use
the coupon below or write direct
to Dr. J. Calvitt Clarke -or
Mrs. Jeanne Clarke Wood.
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The Public Schools’ Public

he public schools are more di-

rectly dependent than most dem-

ocratic institutions upon the
continuing support of the American
people. Yet, the way the public views
its schools has rarely been the sub-
ject of more than limited and sporadic
inquiry. Now, however, a continuing
study has been launched. A recent
public opinion survey charts in some
detail “the attitudes of the American
public toward the public schools in
the year 1969.” Conducted by Gallup
International, and sponsored by CFK,
ILtd., a Denver-based foundation de-
voted to education, the survey is the
first in a projected series of annual
assessments that should provide a
cumulative basis for a more sophis-
ticated analysis of the relationship of
the schools and their public.

As awareness of the important role
education plays in modern society has
increased in recent years, public
knowledge of school affairs has also
grown. Tc be sure, when those par-
ticipating in the Gallup/CFK poll were
asked specific questions, 30 per cent
admitted that they didn’t know how
many students dropped out of their
high schools, a third didn’t know the
percentage of graduates going on to
college, and 57 per cent had no idea
how much it costs to educate a child
each year in their local schools. But
these arc discrete facts that can easi-
ly be checked whenever necessity de-
mands. Far more significant is the
public’s lack of knowledge about the
nature of the educational process—in
contrast to information about schools.

When those who were polled were
asked what factors make for a “good”
school, the answer given most often
was one to which few would take ex-
ception: qualified teachers. But most
were vague about just how that
phrasc should be defined. And the
two factors cited next most often re-
flect a concern with the current wave
of student dissent (discipline), and the

most visible measure of excellence
(physical facilities).

On the other hand, two-thirds of
those polled said that they would wel-
come more information about the
schools. And when they were asked
specifically what kind of information
they would like to have, their answers
dealt largely with the courses taught,
innovations being introduced into the
school system, requirements for col-
lege admission, and similar matters
that come close to the heart of the
educational process.

This gap between knowledge of the
schools and the desire for information
raises scrious questions concerning
the public’s sources of knowledge
about education—and the facts are
not encouraging. When asked what
they considered “the best source of
information about the schools,” those
polled listed: the local newspaper
(which necessarily is primarily con-
cerned with news of school activities
rather than educational issues); word
of mouth from their own children,
other students, and neighbors (nota-
bly poor sources for accurate infor-
mation); school personnel (rarely seen
by most citizens); radio and TV; mecet-
ings at school; and school publica-
tions. The message scems clear—the
schools are still not telling their story
effectively to their public.

This conclusion is borne out by the
response to a question probing public
willingness to vote additional funds
for the local school. Of those polled,
45 per cent indicated their willingness
to vote for additional funds, and 49
per cent said they would not. More
significant, however, of all those who
did vote in the last school bond elec-
tion, the division for and against ad-
ditional funds was exactly even.

Clearly the public schools have not
persuaded their public. If education
is as central a national concern as we
believe it to be, its story must be told
more effectively. —J.C.
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