
Russian solutions upon the world at 
large." The "Russian solution" that ulti
mately triumphed and is now being im
posed on an ever-growing number of 
countries brought with it phenomena that 
enlightened Russians living on the thresh
old of the twentieth century thought 
relegated forever to the remote and be
nighted past: deification of heads of state 
such as the world has not seen since the 
days of the Roman emperors; restoration 
of serfdom for the peasants (now it is 
called collectivization); imperialist con
quest of small countries; savage persecu
tions of religious and national minorities; 
compulsory indoctrination of the entire 
population with the tenets of a state re
ligion (secular in letter, millennial in 
spirit); a return to bourgeois Victorian 
prudery; and more severe forms of cen
sorship in every sector than had existed 
anywhere in the nineteenth century. It 
would have been hard to convince an 
Anton Chekhov (or an Oscar Wilde) that 
all those things would be brought back 
one day and that they would be brought 
back in the name of liberation and social
ism. The entire Russian experience of the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries stands 
before us as a prophecy and a warning. 
It is sad to reflect how little the West has 
learned from that experience. ® 

Books in Brief 
The Young Romantics: Victor Hugo, 
Sainte-Beuve, Vigny, Dumas, Musset 
and George Sand, and Their 
Friendships, Feuds and Loves in the 
French Romantic Revolution 
by Linda Kelly 
Random House, 192 pp., $8.95 

J.F YOU feel guilty about enjoy
ing a good scandal, The Young Romantics 
is the book for you. First of all, everyone 
in it is dead. Second, they're all writers 
and so can be counted on to have publi
cized their affairs themselves. Besides, 
they're French. In short, this racy account 
of a decade or so of intertwined relation
ships is a book that serious readers may 
well want to keep in a plain brown 
wrapper, but there's no denying its 
piquancy. 

Although Kelly makes feints in the di
rection of scholarship and quotes her 
poets in the luxuriant original (English 
prose translations are included in an ap
pendix), her discussion of romanticism 
and its historical moment is, at best, 
casual and serves mostly as a backdrop 

for her real drama: love affairs, glittering 
salons, Uterary alliances, and quarrels. 
George Sand and Alfred de Musset are 
on-again, off-again. The great actress 
Marie Dorval drives Alfred de Vigny to 
despair, the not-so-great actress Juliette 
Drouet is driven to despair by Victor 
Hugo, while his friend Sainte-Beuve se
cretly courts Hugo's wife. The wonder is 
that these people ever found time to write, 
but their literary energies would put many 
a modern writer to shame; a recurrent scene 
in their lives seems to have been the over
night production of a brilliant last act for 
a play due to open the following evening. 
Psychological subtleties, however, are not 
Kelly's strong suit. It would be hard to 
guess from her breathless dash through a 
gay, youthful Paris that the Romantics 
had a dark side—the side hinted at by 
Musset in his description of his generation 
as "old men born yesterday." 

The Young Romantics is gossip, but it's 
also high-toned. As such, it will appeal to 
the legions of readers too intelligent for 
People magazine and too lazy for schol
arly biography. Kelly tells her story briskly 
and with humor. Although one may de
plore the concept of biographical romps 
through the bedrooms of geniuses, only 
a curmudgeon (or a French scholar) could 
resist this one. —KATHA POLLITT 
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to make you fool special . Which after ail you are . 
Before you go to Europe, check AIR INDIA, its the 
lovely way to get there, 
2. BARBADOS The perfect island in the Caribbean. 
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have you visit their island. And what an island. 
Beautiful hotels to fit every budget , beautiful food, 
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hot enough to be heavenly. It's really the perfect 
island. Send for our free, color b rochure . 

3. CAMBRIDGE BEACHES The original cottage col
ony, so typically Bermuda, lets you enjoy Bermuda 
as the Bermudlans do. 32 beautifully furnished 
cot tages on 25 acres of lush lawns and gardens . 5 
patm-fringed beaches , al l-weather cork-turf tennis . 
fishing, boating, and just 10 minutes to Port Royal 
Golf Course. Cycling along country paths , enter
taining friends in your private cottage (many with 
open fireplaces); relaxing with fellow guests over 
a f t e r n o o n t e a or in o u r c o m f o r t a b l y c a s u a l 
Resident 's Bar: Cambridge Beaches IS Bermuda. 
Brochure, 

4. GULF+WESTERN HOTELS In the Dominican 
Republic In the village of La Romana near the 
SugarMil l . the delightful Hotel Romana is si tuated 
directly on the w a t e r . , , a very special favorite, 
charming friends back again and again. Pool, Sauna, 
Boite.Theatre, Plus all the spor ts facilities at Costa-
sur just 10 minutes away where Casa de Campo 
offers two championship golf courses by the master 
PeteDye; 13tenniscour ts ;polo in season; skeet and 
trap; sailing, fishing, scuba and snorkeling from 
an idyllic whi te sand beach . Accommodations in 
one and two story guest villas —all wood and 
thatch, native tile anti s lat ted bl inds —overlooking 
the sea and golf courses . Fabulous two story open 
air cocktail lounge and bar, Indian Tent res taurant 
complete this marvelous New Caribbean inter
national lifestyle. Brochure. 

5. GULF+WESTERN HOTELS In Ihe Dominican 
Republic In its capital city the new Hole/ Santo 
Domingo overlooks the Caribbean on a 14 acre gar
den setting. This deluxe hotel offers 220 guest 
accommodat ions —unusually large rooms and mini-
suites decorated by Oscar de la Renta, Swimming 
pool, 3 tennis courts . La Cabuya cocktail lounge, 
gracious dining complete the p ic ture . Across the 
boulevard, the cosmopolitan Hispaniola Hotel with 
its own pool, res taurants and "Neon 2002" disco. 
Shopping and sightseeing adventures abound in 
this oldest city of the New World. Brochure. 
6. IRAN AIR Compiele Persia B o o k - D e t a i l e d tour 

brochure to Ancient Pers ia /Modern Iran as well as 
Greece, Turkey and Egypt. For something fasci
natingly different — Iran Air tour packages , 

7. LE GALION BEACH HOTEL & CLUB St, Mart in 
French West Indies, The very French little resort 
hidden away on two beautiful whi te sand beaches , 
including one au natural . Complimentary sailboats, 
snorkeling gear, tennis , fishing and casino t rans-
portatioB nightly. Wate r skiing, d isco and duty-free 
shopping; available. All new bungalow-type rooms 
with air conditioning and te lephone. 5-star cuisine, 
A Golden Chain Hotel, Brochure. 

B. LOUISIANA TOURIST COMMISSIOIV WHAT S 
NEW IN LOUISIANA? Year-round thoroughbred 
racing! 100 annual festivals! Cruise ships to t^ie 
t ropics! The magnificent Louisiana Superdome! 
Resorts, theme parks and much more! WHAT'S 
OLD IN LOUISIANA? Hundreds of colonial and 
antebellum mansions! No-limit fishing! A dozen 
tropical and sub-tropical ga rdens ! Music —cajun. 
country or New Orleans jazz! Food —creole. cajun 
or southern style! Evangeline country! Steamboats! 
MardiGras! Shreveport ' s Shreve Square, Old Front 
Street in Natchi toches , the incomparable New 
Orleans French Quarter, and, again much more! 
The DETAILS? lust ask! 

9. PAQUET FRENCH CRUISES Paquet puts the 
French accent on cru ises wi th cont inental cuisine, 
complimentary wines and two beautiful ships — 
M,S. Mermoz and M S , Renaissance , This winter 
and spring, M S , Mermoz offers 7-Day Rendezvous 
Cruises any Sunday from San Juan and M.S, Ren
a issance offers 12-Day Car ibbean Cruises to the 
Land of the Maya from Port Everglades. Florida, 
Write for free folder 

10. SOUTHERN LIVING Southern consumer and 
farm market information is available at no cost 
from the Progressive Farmer Co,, publ ishers of 
So υ Ihern Living and Progre.s.sive Farmer magazines. 
11. VARIG AIRLINES Ever since Fred and Ginger 
went "Flying Down To Rio" most of us , who are old 
enough to remember, have h a d a secre t longing to 
do the same. Yes, Rio de Janeiro is one of the most 
beautiful, glamorous cities in the world. And now 
VARIG BRASILIAN AIRLINES (famous around the 
world for magnificent on-board service) has put 
together a number of tour programs that make 
"Flying Down To Rio" easy, inexpensive and above 
all unforgettable. All the detai ls are in a kit of color 
brochures . Write to: VARIG BRASILIAN AIRLINES. 
Department SR-976, RO, Box 676. Old Chelsea 
Station. New York. N,Y. 10011. 
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Caged: Eight Prisoners 
and Their Keepers 
by Ben H. Bagdikian 
Harper & Row, 519 pp., $12.50 

X H E salient points have been 
made before, powerfully, though not more 
so than here, in Jessica Mitford's Kind 
and Usual Punishment—to wit: that fed
eral prisons are laws unto themselves, 
that those punished for committing 
crimes come mostly from the ghettos, that 
physical torture (beatings, Macings, with
holding of medicine, and so forth) and 
psychological torture (pre-eminently, in
definite solitary confinement) are com
monplace, that the policies of the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons are designed to punish 
rather than rehabilitate. 

In 1972 eight men—among them a 
Marxist draft resister, a black mafioso, a 
Bible-quoting alcoholic (once given elec-
troshock treatment for adultery), bank 
robbers, and a drug pusher—led a strike 
at Lewisburg Penitentiary that was to 
prove the longest in federal history. It was 
also totally nonviolent. Despite their jail
ers' promise of no reprisals, the men were 
punished; when some of them later sued 
their keepers, an almost unprecedented 
occurrence, the judge denied them the 
benefit of any doubt. 

Bagdikian, who left a senior job at The 
Washington Post when he began this 
book, recreates the drama of the strike 
with the aid of a wealth of documentation 
gathered, against stifl: odds, from corre
spondence, trial transcripts, and inter
views with all and sundry. The eight men 
don't cry innocent—in most cases the 
stories of their crimes read like the stories 
of their lives; they cry that prisoners 

Wit Twister No, 79 
Edited by Arthur Swan 

The abject of the game is to complete the 
poem by thinking of one word whose let
ters, when rearranged, will yield the ap
propriate word for each series of blanks. 
Each dash within a blank corresponds to 
a letter of the word. Answers on page 66. 

Turn East of , weary 
soul, 

And view the ancient ground. 
'Twill the jaded 

spirit. 
Restore it and 

sound, 
To see those fields of alien corn 
That Ruth and 

found. 
Contributed by Don Knuijt, Wauwatosa, Wis. 

^THscouer^e^ew Caribbean's^ntemational^fesfyle. 

Cbtsa de Gxmpo 
intheVominicanHepublic * 

'...the Jvw^g(^ resort in limtuortd" GdfMc^came. 

At Casa de Campo Hotel 
and Villas. Two 18-hole 

courses with seven holes 
along the sea; 13 tennis 

courts; polo in season; 
skeet, sailing, fishing, 

scuba and snorkeling 
from an idyllic white 

sand beach. A friendly, 
capable staff to charm 
you into contentment 

Ήοίε/Ήοιτιαηα 
A charming inn directly 

on the water near the 
Sugar Mill. Pool. Sauna. 

Boite. Theatre. Plus 
all sports facilities 

of Casa de Campo. 

Gulf+Westem Hotels in 
the Dominican Republic 
At Costasur: Casa de Campo 

and Hotel Romana 
In Santo Domingo: 

Hotel Santo Domingo 
and Hispaniola Hotel 

Call Your Travel Agent or Hugh Stevens Associates 
1 Gulf+Westem Raza, New York 10023 • 800-223-6620 · (212) 333-4100 

Hugh I'anson Fausset 

Featuring 
The need to be nothing 
Written out of inner experience, this is a studied, 
in-depth look at the profound and universal 
aspects of Hunduism and Buddhism - an honest 
appraisal of the living truths that filter through 
reli'gious dogma. It is, in addition, a mature look 
at Christianity today, a relating of parallels be
tween East and West: "What Gautama called 
nirvana, Jesus called 'the Kingdom of 
Heaven'". Gloriously optimistic - excitingly 
ecumenical - applicable to Everyman. Soft-
bound. 232p. $3.75 
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