
Education XOTT 

We have three children attending a high school that has on its staff 
two self-professed "gays." What assurance do I have that their 
"gay way" attitudes toward life will not be reflected in their 
classroom teaching? 

[Name withheld by request.] 

OVER the years schools have 
employed racists, sexists, re
ligious fundamentalists, athe

ists, Communists, Birchers, vegetarians, 
smokers, alcoholics, and thousands of oth
ers professing something or belonging to 
some category to which segments of the 
community have objected. Some preach in 
the classroom that which they practice out
side, and some practice it itl the classroom; 
most do neither. As each of these instances 
arises, those who object most vehemently 
manage to define their favorite vices in 
such ways as to makfe each one distinct 
From all other categories of belief, prefer
ence, or idiosyncracy and to render them 
exceptions to those things they would gen
erally protect under "civil liberties." 

Questions like this always conceal oth
ers: Will my child be molested physically, 
emotionally, or intellectually? What subtle 
50wers do certain (or all) teachers possess 
o influence or corrupt my child's attitudes, 
norals, and behavior? What subjects, 
deas, and (questions are proper matters for 
liscussion amorig children and adoles
cents? Unfortunately, as posed, they never 
)rovide the one piece of information neces-
;ary for a conclusive answer: Are the peo-
)le in question—in this case the two "self-
)rofessed"" homosexuals—capable and 
ensitive tfeachers? If the information were 
irovided. the question would answer itself, 
f the same question were asked about the 
(literates, sadists, deadbeats. charlatans, 
nd bigots who now teach in our schools 
nd who are being hired every day, the 
lurge would last for a generation. 

To return to the question. There is no 
•vidence—none—that homosexuals mo-
est children any more than heterosexuals 
lo; if anything, the research on sexual be-
lavior and child molesters—most of it 
loor because the definitions are uncer-
ain—suggests the reverse. Young girls run 
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at least as much risk of being molested by 
heterosexual males as boys do from gay 
males. (It should be pointed out, inciden
tally, that females, gay or straight, rarely 
molest anyone; in this society at least, pe
dophilia seems to be an almost exclusively 
male pastime.) In a book called Sex 
Offenders (Harper & Row, 1965), for ex
ample, Paul H. Gebhard, John H. Gagnon, 
and their colleagues point out that males 
convicted of homosexual acts with boys 
"also show a relative predisposition toward 
heterosexual offenses with girls under six
teen. In brief, most of them are interested 
sexually in young people." The research 
also indicates that while the average age of 
boys seduced or molested by homosexuals 
is around fifteen—an age when the "vic
tim" is often thought to be more a collab
orator than merely an innocent victim of 
perverted affection—the girls who are mo
lested in heterosexual acts are usually pre-
adolescents, many of them no more than 
six or seven years old and therefore gen
uine victims of the straight people who 
prey on them. If one were to count the 
thousands of unreported cases of incest— 
those in which fathers, stepfathers, uncles, 
and brothers molest their daughters, 
nieces, and sisters—the disproportion 
would be staggering. 

None of this may reassure Name With
held, who seems to be more concerned 
with "attitudes" than with outright physi
cal tampering. Yet here again, the mere 
"profession" of homosexuality is a label 
that doesn't tell anything. If the concern is 
with mannerisms or modes of dress or per
sonal habits, then another purge will be 
necessary to rid the schools of the nose 
pickers, lapel grabbers, leg and bust fetish
ists, and fanny patters—not to mention the 
physical and psychological sadists—who 
inhabit the classroom. If the concern is 
with the unlikely possibility that the teach
ers in question will verbally promote their 
sexual preferences, the chances are at least 
even that they will do for homosexuality 
what many teachers of English have done 
for Mill on the Floss, Julius Caesar, and 
the poetry of Longfellow. In any case, 
there appears to be evidence that an indi-
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vidual's sexual identity is fairly well formed 
by the time he or she is five or six years 
old, and no evidence that children or ado
lescents have been converted by their ho
mosexual teachers. (There is, of course, 
always the possibility that anything treated 
with so much hysteria by the official com
munity will, for that reason alone, become 
a subject of fascination or experimentation 
for a rebellious adolescent.) 

The issue, as always, is not what the 
teacher is or what he does in his private life 
but what he does on the job. The National 
Education Association (NEA), the coun
try's largest organization of teachers and a 
group that has never been accused of politi
cal or social radicalism, takes the position 
that homosexuals should be allowed to 
teach. "We're not in favor of child-molest
ing," an NEA official told a reporter re
cently, "but assuming one's sex life is one's 
own private business, we consider that re
fusing to employ homosexuals simply on 
that basis is an act of discrimination." In 
the last few years a number of cities and 
the federal civil service have prohibited 
employment discrimination against homo
sexuals. As more communities discover 
that gay teachers are no more prone to 
abuse their students than straight teachers, 
and that when they do, the abuse is much 
more likely to be rooted in hostility or stu
pidity than in homosexuality, the question 
of gays in the classroom may look as quaint 
as the prohibitions of the Twenties against 
women teachers who smoked or kept late 
hours. The question then was not homo or 
hetero, but whether the person who en
tered the classroom could have any sexual 
feelings at all. — P E T E R SCHRAG ® 

Peter Schrag, former associate education 
editor at SR, is coauthor o /The Myth of 
the Hyperactive Child and author of Mind 
Control, to be published next March. 
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Nicaragua/rom page 22 
leadership and guidance. He has long been 
seriously overweight—which reflects his 
partiality for food, drink, and fun—and he 
was rarely without one of the huge cigars 
made for him by Cuban exiles residing in 
Nicaragua. But now he has had his warning 
heart attaci^ (his brother, Luis, died from a 
second heart attack, having ignored the 
first warning), and the question is: Will he 
take it easy? 

There are two possible Somoza sub
stitutes on tap in the wings: the president's 
twenty-five-year-old son, Major Anastasio 
Somoza, and the president's half brother. 
General Jose Somoza, who is inspector 
general of the National Guard. The presi
dent favors advancing his son—young 
Anastasio acted as the link between the 
hospital bed in Miami and the government 
at home—but older National Guard of
ficers resist the idea. General Jose, the il
l eg i t ima te son of the f irs t G e n e r a l 
Anastasio Somoza, is considered an ade
quate soldier, but he would not be capable 
of running the family's affairs. Without the 
president around, in fact, the cohesion of 
the oligarchy might well be threatened. 
This, at least, is what the Sandinist guer
rillas believe: that infighting within the 
oligarchy will be the first step toward the 
return of democracy. 

The position of the United States in the 
coming months will be crucial. Nonviolent 
opponents of the Somozas have always ar
gued that rather than holding back commu
nism, Washington is encouraging domestic 
radicalism by identifying itself so closely 
with the regime. This is evidenced by the 
widespread popular (and even middle-
class) sympathy enjoyed by the guerrillas. 
If the illness or death of Somoza leads to a 
weakening of the government, the United 
States may face the not unfamiliar dilemma 
of propping up a collapsing regime or of 
resigning itself to a violent and chaotic pro
cess of rapid political change. Some Amer
icans still argue that the alternative to 
Somoza is an unattractive, untalented, dis
organized, and divided bunch, and the ad-
k'ocates invariably add the punch line: 
•'Somoza would win even if the elections 
were clean." Yet now, more than ever, it is 
n the interest of the United States to force 
Somoza at least to allow opposition groups 
:o organize themselves and thereby create 
:rue alternatives. Surely, with the recent 
Tiemories of Indochina, Portugal, Angola, 
and Ethiopia still so fresh, Washington 
Tiust realize that under right-wing dictator
ships, the only group that never fails to pre
pare itself underground is the Communist 
5arty. ® 

ilan Riding is a free-lance writer living in 
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Light Refractions 

The Chinese-Welsh 
Connection 
by Thomas H. Middleton 

ONCE when I was nine or ten 
years old, our school class 
had a substitute teacher. In 

those days, and probably in these days 
also, substitute teachers were not really fa
miliar with the work the class had been 
doing and were therefore not able to main
tain any sort of continuity in our education. 
The function of a substitute teacher was 
principally to see that we stayed in school 
without disrupting other classes, destroy
ing our schoolroom, or inflicting irrepara
ble damage on one another. 

One of the things this particular substitute 
did to keep us docile was to tell us a story 
about a little Chinese boy with the outrage
ously unlikely name Tikitikitimburiso-
rumba - arabarabushkin - clangfirepilgreen-
gilgogurkindrolwelansiliogogogo. It was a 
stupid story whose moral was something 
about how you shouldn't be too proud of the 
length of your name. 

I believe the little boy wouldn't respond 
to "Tiki" or even "Sonny," but insisted 
that he be called by his full name. On one 
fateful occasion, by the time his mother 
had called out "Tikitikitimburisorumba-

arabarabushkin-clangfirepilgreengilgogurk-
indrolwelansiliogogogo, look out for the 
wolf!" it was too late. As I said, a stupid 
story. 

I don't recall thinking at the time that the 
name didn't sound Chinese. In fact, I prob
ably thought it sounded quite right for a 
Chinese boy. I think that even the teachei 
thought it sounded Chinese. Why else 
would she have made it a Chinese boy, anc 
not a Ruritanian? In those days, scant at
tention seems to have been paid to ac
curacy in our naming of Orientals. Some ol 
you Tin Pan Alley fans might remembei 
Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby's song, "S( 
Long, Oolong, How Long You Gonna B( 
Gone?" which begins, "Ming Toy loved ; 
boy, happy little Japanee. Oolong was hi: 
name, set her heart aflame." Ming Toy am 
Oolong bear no resemblance to Japanesi 
names, but no one cared back then. Thi 
East was mysterious. 

Back to Tikitikitimbu, etc. We all hav 
brain cells whose function seems to be ti 
store inconsequential nonsense like tha 
absurd name, keeping it dormant but no 
forgotten. I'm pretty sure I've resurrectc' 
that bit of lunacy after all these years with 
out missing a syllable. 

What brought this yard and a half 0 
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'You know what I hate? Picking up those little mice with my feet. 
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