
DOUBLE-CROSTIC 
Number 161 
Instructions; 
If you 've never solved one of these 
puzzles, it will probably look much more 
difficult than it actually is. If you can an
swer only a few of the WORDS correctly, 
you're on your way to solving the puzzle. 
Fill in the n u m b e r e d b lanks of all the 
WORDS you can guess and write the let
ter of each numbered blank in its corre
sponding ly n u m b e r e d square in the 
diagram. The letters printed in the upper-
right-hand comers of the squares indicate 
from what WORD a particular square's 
letter comes. 
The diagram, when filled in, should read 
as a quotation from a published work. The 
dark squares are the spaces be tween 
words. If there is no dark square at the 
end of a line, a word may carry over to the 
line below. 
The first letter of each WORD, reading 
down, will spell the name of the author 
and the title of the work from which the 
quotation is taken. 
You should find yoiu-self seeing words 
and phrases taking form in the diagram; 
so you can work back and forth, from 
WORDS to diagram and from diagram to 
WORDS, until the diagram is filled in. 
Answer to Double Crostic 160 
appears on page 7. 

by Thomas H. Middleton 
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CLUES 
Α. Type of hound 

Β. Suddenly and 
unexpectedly (4 wds.) 

C. Makes dirty or untidy 

D. Dampen 

E. Muse of love poetry 

F. Itank; outspoken 

G. German plillosopher 
(1724-18(M) 

H. Thin or sheer linen or 
cotton fabric 

1. "When the Is heavy 
with snow" (comp.; 
Coleridge, "Ancient 
Mariner") 

J. Meal made from cereal 
grains 

K. Skillful or artful 
contrivance; maneuvering 

L. Violating propriety 

M. Checks, restrains 

N. Island In the Saronic 
Gulf, near Athens 
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CLUES 
0. Rouses to action 

P. Technique of folding 
paper artistically 

Q. Conveyed lightly 

R. 1933 song by Johnny 
Mercer and Hoagy 
Carmlchael 

S. Cricket, grasshopper, or 
cockroach 

T. Sought favor by sereile 
demeanor 

U. River In Ε England, also 
called Granta 

V. Cossack chief 

W. Unduly demonstrative 

X. First son of Leah and 
Jacob (Gen. 29:32) 

Y. Small dishes In which 
food can be baked and 
served 

Z. Situation remote from 
worldly affairs (2 wds.) 

Z^ Dutch humanist, scholar, 
theologian (1466?-1536) 

Z .̂ Guys, jokers, dudes, cats 
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BACK DOOR 
Second-Hand Wisdom 

R ECENTLY, I was given a 
helper. His first name is 
rather poetic: Casio. His 

second, scarcely pronounceable: MQ-1. 
Casio, "a highly capable unit," is an 

electronic calculating clock. He is 4% 
inches long, IV4 inches wide, and 
about as fat as this magazine. Casio can 
teU the date, day of the week, and time 
with awesome accuracy (until Decem
ber 31, 2099, w h e n his prophet ic 
powers abruptly quit). He can serve as 
a stopwatch, can count up and count 
down, can tell me on what day of the 
week Christmas will fall in 2000. He 
even knew something about me that I 
didn't: I was bom on a Monday. His 
brain is "one chip c—MOS—LSI." His 
heart is two silver-oxide batteries. He is 
quiet, cooperative (if you speak his lan
guage accurately), tireless, and never 
makes a mistake. 

I call him him not merely because his 

name is masculine. Noth ing about 
Casio reminds me of the feminine. In 
this ERA era, in which an otherwise 
worthy campaign for equal rights dis
courages one from not ing any dif
ference between the sexes, one should, 
I suppose, avoid characterizing. None
theless, if there is one attribute that I 
associate with women, it is nearness to 
the rhy thms of nature . One month , 
nine months, are intervals that mean 
something to a woman's body, but little 
to a man's. By happenstance or hidden 
wisdom, a woman shares the rhythms 
of the moon and the t ides. As the 
source and nour isher of new life, a 
woman participates in the regenerative 
cycle more important ly than a man 
ever can. Because of this, I associate 
with women greater instinctive aware
ness of and appreciation for all the cy
cles of nature. 

Casio knows zUch about nature. As 

9d^]^ 

far as he's concerned time is measured 
by one unit orJy, the second, out of 
which are built minutes, hours, days, 
months, and years. In the age of me
chanical clocks, coming now to its 
close, time was literally cyclical; the 
second, minute , and hour hands 
would finish their rounds and begin 
again, just as the moon, the sun, the 
t ides, the stars, the seasons, and a 
woman's body begin again. Time as re
corded by a mechanical clock was con
nected to its origin, the sun's daily 
course. To Casio, time never repeats it
self. Milliseconds accumulate re
lent less ly This ins tan t—78: i r i9 -
8:07'51 (year, month, day, hour, min
ute, second)—will never return. You 
can take false comfort if you wish, 
whispers Casio, from the repetitions of 
the sun and nature's regenerative pat
terns, but you are getting older, the sec
onds of your life are disappearing one 
by one , like drops into the sea, so 
hurry, hurry.... 

Hurry to do what, Casio does not 
say. He is only a helper, after all. But 
the ceaseless jitteriness of his readout, 
so different from the easy sweeps of 
the mechanical clock's hand, tends to 
remind one of mortality with unnerv
ing persistence. Contemplate that read
out long enough and you can hardly 
remain content wi th what you are 
doing, whatever it is. Every occupation 
seems a less than perfect use of the es
caping seconds. V\fouldn't you be better 
off chasing new sensat ions while 
you're still able? 

Happily, Casio can be ignored, 
slipped into a pocket, or stilled by re-
dedicating the readout to the calciilator 
function. But the unignorable fact is 
that the sort of time Casio keeps is ut
terly uncormected to nature. It is an in
vention of man, an artificial construct, 
the absolute accuracy of which makes it 
seem like the absolute fruth. 

Nature's truth is more complex. The 
seasons teach hope. The trees persuade 
us that it can take years to grow into 
someth ing of va lue—and that the 
sooner one starts, the better. The sun 
and the t ides remind us not only of 
time's re lent lessness but also of its 
long-suffering. As the Casios of this 
world drive mechaiucal clocks into ob
solescence, one would do well to recall 
where those nervous digits on the 
readout came from. And where they 
are going. —CARLL TUCKER 
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