
THE BACK DOOR 
With All Due Disrespect 

THE BOY FELT no sensation 
whatever before Presi
dents. A President was a 

matter of course in every respectable 
family; he had two of his own. Revolu
tionary patriots, or perhaps a Colonial 
Governor, might be worth talking 
about, but anyone could be President, 
and some very shady characters were 
likely to be 

"Every one thought alike whether 
they had ancestors or not. No sort of 
glory hedged Presidents as such, and, 
in the whole country, one could hardly 
have met with an admission of respect 
for any office or name, unless it were 
George Washington." 

The boy, thus remembered by him
self, was Henry Adams, great-grand
son and grandson to presidents. The 
president to whom he had just been 
introduced was Zachary Taylor, in 1850. 

In 1978, our pantheon of "respect
able" presidents is somewhat enlcirged 
to include Lincoln, FrankUn Roosevelt, 
and depending on one's vantage, Wil
son, Teddy Roosevelt, and Kennedy. 
But a sense of disenchantment reigns 
strongly. Anybody, it seems, can be 
p r e s i d e n t , a n d s o m e very s h a d y 
characters are likely to be. 

President Carter is only pMtly re
sponsible for this d i senchantment . 
Each year since the day we buried JFK, 
the office and its occupants have lost 
more sheen while accumulating layers 
of tarnish. Lyndon Johnson's stomach 
scar and unstomachable war; Nixon's 
foul mouth and pet ty criminality; 
Ford's stumble-bumming and his alco
holic First Lady—all sooted the dream 

of glory. Sadly, the two potentially glit
tering candidates for the job—Robert 
and Ted Kennedy—were stopped en 
route by deaths. 

And now we must deal with the 
preachy, "govemment-as-good-as-its-
people" Carter, together with his clan 
of finagling bankers and dope-dealing 
and booze-spitting aides, not to men
tion his publicity-hungry siblings, who 
exploit big brother to sell their brands 
of beer and Jesus. Were it not for our 
disappointment with Carter's immedi
ate predecessors and the repetitive 
piety of his campaign, our reaction to 
the President's troubles might not be so 
nasty and absolute. And were it not for 
the obsessive and constant devotion of 
the press to this topic, the feeling of 
contempt for the President might not 
have been stoked to such a white heat. 
But to blame the press or Congress or 
the past, as Carter's dwindling group of 
apologists tends to, is to evade respon
sibility. Respect in a free society is 
earned, not owed. Ccirter has lost the 
respect of his public because he has 
failed to earn it. Whatever his excuses. 
Carter, by performing poorly, has 
made us all feel poorly about our sys
tem of government and/or our own 
judgment. 

It is a peculiarity of the American 
presidency that garnering the respect 
of the constituents is more important 
than enacting any piece of legislation or 
appoint ing any individual . In most 
other elective offices in this country— 
and in most other free countries—get
ting the prescribed job done is as much 
as one can ask of a public officicd. But 

"The story takes place in a small, sleepy, typically American New England town, 
and the gimmick is that all the inhabitants are fine, decent, normal, upright. 
God-fearing people who—while respecting their neighbors' privacy—manage 

to be helpful to one another " 

the American president, in our odd set
up, must function as both the operative 
and the symbolic chief of state. We lack 
a queen or titular president who un-
controversiaUy presides while a Prime 
Minister functions. Our president must 
not only govern; he must represent us 
to ourselves and to the world as we 
would like to be perceived. To a dis
quieting extent, he embodies America. 
His s t rengths and failings are our 
strengths and failings. 

Respect enhances a pres ident ' s 
power and ability to accomplish tasks. 
By dint of his personality. President 
Kennedy persuaded Americans to 
forego their insularity and join the 
Peace Corps. The fact that this spirit of 
involvement in other nations' affairs 
led to a military involvement in Viet
nam should not lead us to denigrate 
the effort. The Peace Corps and its do
mestic stepchild, VISTA, represented a 
sort of noble idealism rarely witnessed 
since. 

If President Carter had ignited some 
of that latent idealism, America might 
have had a comprehensive energy pro
gram by now. But instead of leading. 
Carter simply explained, trusting the 
force of his arguments to waft his plan 
to its destination like a magic caφet. 
But, as any able demagogue knows, 
one carutot simply declare "the morcd 
equivalent of war"; one must excite the 
fervor. True, Carter's energy plan was 
mauled in Congress by special inter
ests. But had Carter managed to per
suade the constituents of congressmen 
and seruitors that America needed, emd 
that they, the const i t t t tents , wanted 
such legislation, it would never have 
encountered such obstacles. 

Disrespect for a president creates dis
respect for all politicians and for the 
system. It is a sign of our dispiritedness 
that the country's next most publicized 
politican is a Ccilifomia governor who 
emphasizes government's inability to 
solve problems. 

The controversies surrounding Bert 
Lance and Hamilton Jordan and BUly 
Carter and Peter Bourne, while not in
dividually important, have in the ag
gregate increased our contempt for the 
President and for ourselves. However 
intelligent his initiatives. Carter has 
thus far failed as a leader. Anid lack of 
leadership is what makes boys feel "no 
sensation whatever before Presidents." 

—CARLL TUCKER 
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SIX 
SAILING 
SHIPS 
A lasting gift. Professional-quality lithographs of the majestic Bicentennial 
ships—ready for framing (12"x 19" unframed). Now available to you at an 
unbeatable price. Six of the most spectacular square-riggers still under sail 
have been professionally photographed, engraved, and printed on heavy 
:anvas-finish paper. Each offers incredible clarity, rich full color, and 
ilmost three-dimensional quality Order the entire set—unframed—for 
just $14.95. 

A. LIBERTAD (fuli-rigged) 
Argentina. One of the most beautiful 
school ships. 

B. KRUZENSHTERN (bark) 
U.S.S.R. The last four-masted bark 
built to carry cargo. 

C. DAR POMORZA (full-rigged) 
Poland. The Polish state sea-training 
school ship for merchant ship officers. 

D. EAGLE (bark) United States. The 
U.S. Coast Guard host ship for 
Operation Sail, July 4, 1976. 
E. DANMARK (full-rigged) 
Denmark. School ship has served both 
her home country and the U.S. 
Ε ESMERALDA (barkentine) Chile. 
Originally built for the Spanish Navy 
and still in use. 

Γο order, send your name and address, enclosing check or money 
)rder for $14.95 + $1.25 postage and handling. New York and Iowa 
esidents add sales tax. Master Charge and Visa also accepted. Be 
;ure to enclose card number and expiration date and send to: 
The Charter Guild, Ltd., Dept. 872,1419 West Fifth Street, Wilton, 
[owa 52778. 
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New National Smoker Study: 

Merit 

Brand 
Smokers report'feasy switch" from hig^ tar 
brands in latest research. 
Can low tar MERIT with 'Enriched Flavor™ deliver 
the flavor oi high tar cigarettes—and continue to 
satisfy former smokers of those high tar brands? 

Here are the results of a new national smoker study 
conducted with high tar smokers, who taste-tested 
MERIT against leading high tar brands. 

Results Confirm MERIT Breakthrou^ 
Confirmed: Majority of high tar smokers rate 

MERIT taste equal to—or better than—leading high 
tar cigarettes tested! Cigarettes having up to twice 
the tar. 

Confirwed: Majority of high tar smokers confirm 
taste satisfaction of low tar MERIT. 

Detailed interviews were also conducted with 
current MERIT smokers. 
© Philip Morris Inc. 1978 

Kings: 8 mg"tar',0.6 mg nicotine-
100's: 11 mg"tar,"0.7mg nicotineav.percigarette, FTC ReportiVIay'78 

Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 

Connrmed: 85% of MERIT smokers say it was an 
"easy switch" from high tar brands. 

Confirmed: Overwhelming majority of MERIT 
smokers say their former high tar brands weren't missed! 

Connrmed: 9 out of 10 MERIT smokers not 
considering other brands. 

First M^rAhemative 
lb H i ^ l a r ^noking 

MERIT has proven conclusively that it not only 
delivers the flavor of high tar brands—but continues 
to satisfy! 

This ability to satisfy over long periods of time could 
be the most important evidence to date that MERIT 
is what it claims to be: The first major alternative to 
high tar smoking. 
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