run sound systems; their gods are named
Marley, Hendrix, and Dylan.

Mr. Cheung is a middle-aged musician
who clings to the artifacts of civilization
by memorizing documents such as the
Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution. His one-hundred-year-old
grandmother is the only survivor from
before the bomb, but, much to his frustra-
tion, she can't speak or write. (Author
Johnson grants the reader access to her
fascinating interior monologues, how-
ever.) A young boy, Fiskadoro, finds a
clarinet and approaches Mr. Cheung for
lessons and subsequently forces him from
his cloistered existence. Johnson inter-
weaves the thoughts, memories, and ac-
tions of his three protagonists to create a
world of bewitching power—a world
where knowledge is a shattered mirror
and no one has more than a couple of
pieces.

—Bruce VanWyngarden

" MARK MORROW

Captain Maximus
by BARRY HANNAH

Knopf, 128 pp., $11.95

THIS UNUSUAL AND EXHILARATING BRIEF
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GO ASK ALICE

It has been suggested that the camera
served Lewis Carroll as an introduction to
two kinds of people whose acquaintance
he valued: “celebrities and children.”
This isn't altogether fair; Carroll practiced
photography assiduously for twenty-four
years (he gave it up the summer “his Al-
ice” was married), all the while fascinated
by the complex technical demands of the
artin its early stages.

Still, he clearly relished photographic
sessions with his child-friends, and over
time built up a wardrobe of costumes for
them to wear. His own favorite model,
however, was not alittle girl dressed up in
finery, but a “natural” child, with tousled
hair and beggar's rags—or, better still, a
nude. This picture of a rather sultry Alice
Liddell disguised as an urchin was hand-
tinted by Carroll himself, and was proba-
bly taken in the summer of 1862. Alfred,
Lord Tennyson thought it the most beauti-
ful photograph he had ever seen.

This photograph of the original Alice in
Wonderland is from the extensive collec-
tions of the New York Public Library.

collection offers three different kinds of
stories. There are hard, gemlike tales of
obsession: “Getting Ready,” about the
weird self-destruction of a fisherman who
travels everywhere and gives up every-
thing hoping to “land the big one”; or
“Fans,” about a small community’s help-
less adulation for a football hero who
runs the gamut from violent cretin to
born-again Christian. There is “‘Power and

Light: An Idea for Film” (written for direc-
tor Robert Altman), a kinky dramatization
of American energy, moral confusion,
and paranoia set in Seattle and somehow
concerned with women electrical work-
ers, labor agitators, and (probably) spies.
And there are five presumably connected
stories that express the manic grief of a
deracinated Southerner adrift from his
disapproving wife and family (““wild in my
sorrow and my separation from my chil-
dren”); he’s a “drunk, raving with bad
attitudes,” hooked as well on crazy re-
venge fantasies, propelled by his infatua-
tion with a beckoning golden woman
who’s undoubtedly unattainable. A world
of emotion and suggestion is packed into
these trim, tense stories. Even when
they're so spare that we can’t take in all
their details, we can't shake them off;
they're like heat lightning occurring out of
season—arresting, and frightening, and
God-knows-where they’re coming from.
“The Deep South might be wretched,”
we're advised in one story, “but it can
howl.” Barry Hannah can howl! with the
best of them.

—Bruce Allen

A story as powertul and
disturbing as 1 ord of the Flies

A Sinless Season
by DAMON GALGUT

Penguin Books, 172 pp., $4.95

THIS IS EASILY THE BEST NOVEL BY A
seventeen-year-old South African that I
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have ever read. It is also easily the worst
novel by anybody | have read in the last
seventeen years.

I am reminded of the walls in my high
school art class. They were covered with
mountain scenes, seascapes, ships, and
the occasional self-portrait. Since the
nearest mountain or ocean was hundreds
of miles away from our small Midwestern
town, we students made do with our
imaginations. Except for ourselves, noth-
ing around us seemed particularly worthy
of our artistic endeavors. Consequently
there was nothing of life in our “art.”

Galgut has fallen into the same trap.
Using only his imagination, he has at-
tempted to write a gritty novel of life
among boys in a reformatory—and failed
miserably. His prose is simply embarrass-
ing; he strings metaphors together in an
unending torrent. His dialogue is. .. Oh,
hell, read the following and you'll get the
idea:

“He thought that he had not seen any-
thing so beautiful in distress: the flowing
black ripples of her tangled hair, streaked
with blood, were a shadow of furious
autumn, and the deep molten pools of her
eyes were silver moons of dripping tears.”

Galgut may well have a future as a
writer, but the publisher has done him a
grave disservice by printing this mess and
comparing it with a straight face to Lord
of the Flies.

— Bruce VanWyngarden

The Old Forest: And
Other Stories
by PETER TAYLOR

Dial/Doubleday, 356 pp., $16.95.

THIS COLLECTION OF FOURTEEN STORIES,
Taylor’s first since /In The Miro District
(1977), has been sifted from the work of
forty years, a period during which he has
earned a reputation as a master of the
once neglected and now again fashion-
able short story. He would not be mis-
taken for the new hard-bitten breed of
storyteller—Anne Beattie, say, or Ray-
mond Carver. Taylor writes in a delib-
erate, even leisurely manner, with a
strong, moralizing narrative voice. He has
a Southerner’s way of talking a story, not
just telling it.

These stories restrict themselves to a
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MAGNIFICENT 3

SUMMER RATES 4-30-85 THRU 12-15-85

FROM 4 8 Single
ONLY Night

INCREDIBLE

BONAIRE

8 Days/7 Nights/from $191.00
4 Days/3 Nights/from $70.00

00

Single
Night

FABULOUS

ARUBA

4 Days/3 Nights/from $91.50
8 Days/7 Nights/from $201.00

] =50

CURACAO

8 Days/7 Nights/from $227.00
4 Days/3 Nights/from $84.00

Single
Night

FROM
ONLY

Rates are quoted per person, EP, double occupancy. Extra night and extended
8 days/7 nights plan available. Island and hotels offer many extra bonus
features. ALM also serves key gateways in Central and South

America as well as the major Caribbean nations.

“‘MAGNIFICENT 3’’Vacation Packages brochure
can be obtained from your travel agent.

Super 80

ANTILLEAN AIRLINES

Airfare notincluded in above rates. Special airfares are available from most areas inthe 1S

’---------\
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What sort of people need to learn a
foreign language as quickly and effec-
tively as possible? Foreign service per-
sonnel, that's who. Members of America’s
diplomatic corps are assigned to U.S.
embassies abroad, where they must be
able to converse fluently in every situation.

Now you can learn to speak Spanish
just as these diplomatic personnel do—
with the Foreign Service Institute’s Pro-
grammatic Spanish Course. You'll learn
Latin American Spanish recorded by na-
tive speakers.

The U.S. Department of State has spent
thousands of dollars developing this
course. It's by far the most effective way
to learn Spanish at your own convenience
and at your own pace.

The course consists of a series of cas-
settes and accompanying textbook. Simply
follow the spoken and written instructions,
listening and repeating. By the end of the
course, you'll be learning and speaking
entirely.in Spanish!

This course tums your cassette player
into a “teaching machine.” With its unique
“programmatic” learning method, you set
your own pace —testing yourself, comrecting
errors, reinforcing accurate responses.

The FSI's Programmatic Spanish Course
comes in two volumes, each shipped in a

aUDIO-FORUM

Spa?lsh

omat!

handsome library binder. Order either, or
save 10% by ordering both:

O Volume |: Basic. 12 cassettes (17
hr.), manual, and 464-p. text, $125.

0O Volume Il: Intemediate. 8 cassettes
glzohr.), manual, and 614-p. text,
110.

(Conn. and N.Y. residents add sales tax.)

TO ORDER BY PHONE, PLEASE CALL
TOLL-FREE NUMBER: 1-800-243-1234.

To order by mail, clip this ad and send
with your name and address, and a check
or money order, or charge to your credit
card (VISA, MasterCard, AmEx, Diners) by
enclosing card number, expiration date,
and your signature.

The Foreign Service Institute’s Span-
ish course is unconditionally guaranteed.
Try it for three weeks. If you're not con-
vinced it's the fastest, easiest, most pain-
less way to learn Spanish, return it and
we’ll refund every penny you paid.

Order today!

120courses in 41 other languages also
available. Write us for free (2
catalog. Qur 12th year.

Audio-Forum
Room F 16
On-The-Green,
Guilford, CT 06437
(203) 453-9794

---------,

Or visit our New York sales office: 145 E. 49th St., New York, N.Y. 10017 (212)75&1783 ’
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