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Behind Washington's Marble Facade 
By CHALICE COYLE 

TH E s t r e e t s of W a s h i n g t o n a r e j a m m e d w i t h tou r i s t s 
a n d the s i g h t s e e i n g busses r o l l pas t t h e m a r b l e bu i ld -
ings of C o n s t i t u t i o n A v e n u e . T h e gu ides po in t o u t 

t h e N a v y Y a r d b u t n o t N a v y P l a c e ; t he S e n a t e Off ice 
b u i l d i n g , b u t n o t S c h o t t s A l l e y ac ross the s t r ee t . T o u r i s t s 
t r o o p t h r o u g h t he W h i t e H o u s e a n d t he C a p i t o l , b u t n o t 
t h r o u g h W a s h e r w o m a n ' s R o w o r S n o w ' s C o u r t o r the 
o t h e r i n h a b i t e d a l leys w h e r e t h e p o o r of W a s h i n g t o n a r e 
h i d d e n a w a y , f o r g o t t e n f o r t h e m o s t p a r t excep t a t C h r i s t -
m a s t i m e w h e n good f o l k a t t e m p t t o b r i g h t e n d a r k c o r n e r s 
w i t h c a r o l s a n d C h r i s t m a s baske t s . 

L ' E n f a n t d r e a m e d of a b e a u t i f u l ci ty w i t h w i d e s t ree t s 
a n d l a r g e s q u a r e s . C a r r i a g e houses , g a r d e n s a n d s lave q u a r -
t e r s o r i g i n a l l y f i l led t he i n t e r i o r s of these s q u a r e s b u t as t he 
c i ty g r e w a n d l a n d v a l u e s i nc r ea sed , t i n y d w e l l i n g s s p r a n g 
u p a l o n g w i n d i n g , u n l i g h t e d i n t e r i o r pas sageways . T h e s e 
a r e t he f a m o u s i n h a b i t e d a l leys of W a s h i n g t o n of w h i c h 176 
ex i s t in t he h e a r t of t he ci ty . A s h o r t d e t o u r o n e i t h e r side 
of P e n n s y l v a n i a A v e n u e a t a n y p o i n t b e t w e e n t he C a p i t o l 
a n d t he W h i t e H o u s e w o u l d b r i n g t h e s igh t see r t o sect ions 
w h e r e peop le h u d d l e l ike r a b b i t s in a w a r r e n ; w h e r e 2 0 
p e r c e n t of the d w e l l i n g s a r e w i t h o u t r u n n i n g w a t e r ; a n d 
m o r e t h a n 3 5 p e r c e n t w i t h o u t an ins ide to i l e t a n d b a t h . 
M o s t of t he a l leys h a v e n e i t h e r gas n o r e lec t r i c i ty . B e h i n d 
t he m a r b l e f a c a d e s of W a s h i n g t o n a r e s h o c k i n g cores of 
p o v e r t y , c r i m e a n d de spa i r . 

T h o u s a n d s of p e o p l e in the n a t i o n ' s C a p i t a l a r e h u n g r y , 
i l l , d i s h e a r t e n e d . H u n d r e d s of h o m e s h a v e been b r o k e n up 
because t h e w a g e e a r n e r t h o u g h t his f a m i l y b e t t e r off w i t h -
o u t h i m . Rel ie f agenc ies , p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e , a r e s w a m p e d ; 
t h e i r t o t a l l y i n a d e q u a t e f u n d s s t r e t c h e d to t he u t m o s t . Case 
w o r k e r s in t he p u b l i c agenc ies a r e s t r u g g l i n g despe ra t e ly 
u n d e r case loads of a l m o s t t w o h u n d r e d . 

B u t , o n e o f t e n h e a r s i t said, s u c h c o n d i t i o n s exis t every-
w h e r e . T r u e , b u t in f e w places is t h e t o t a l p i c t u r e — r e l i e f , 
h o u s i n g , h e a l t h a n d c r i m e — a s d i s c o u r a g i n g as i t is in the 
C a p i t a l of t he U n i t e d S ta te s . A s c o m p a r e d w i t h o t h e r cities 
e x p e n d i t u r e s f o r re l ief a r e e x t r e m e l y l o w ; diseases of ma l -
n u t r i t i o n a n d p o v e r t y e x t r e m e l y h i g h . F o r e x a m p l e , the 
f i g u r e s f o r t ube rcu los i s , f o r i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y , f o r t he m a t e r -
n a l d e a t h r a t e , f o r t he v e n e r e a l d e a t h r a t e a l l a r e above the 
a v e r a g e f o r t he c o u n t r y as a w h o l e . I n o n e census t r ac t , bor -
d e r i n g o n t he C a p i t o l , t h e t u b e r c u l o s i s d e a t h r a t e is ove r 3 0 0 

p e r 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 . T h e a v e r a g e f o r t he c o u n t r y is fifty-one. T h e 
f a c t t h a t t h e h i g h t ube rcu los i s d e a t h r a t e is d u e in p a r t t o 
t he i nc idence of N e g r o e s in the p o p u l a t i o n does n o t m a k e it 
less of a t h r e a t t o t he w e l f a r e of t h e r e s t of t he res iden ts . 
M o s t of t hose r e n d e r i n g p e r s o n a l services , such as maids , 
w a i t e r s , p o r t e r s a n d so o n come f r o m the conges ted a reas 
w h e r e t h e m o r b i d i t y a n d m o r t a l i t y r a t e s a r e t he h ighes t . 

F o r t h e p a s t t w o yea r s t he H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t has h a d 
i nc r ea sed f u n d s ava i l ab le b o t h f r o m t h e D i s t r i c t a p p r o p r i a -
t i on by C o n g r e s s a n d t he Social S e c u r i t y B o a r d . M o r e 
m o n e y t o g e t h e r w i t h the e f f o r t s of a n e w d i r e c t o r of pub l i c 
h e a l t h f o r t h e d i s t r i c t , m a d e possible t h e o p e n i n g of n e w 
h e a l t h c e n t e r s a n d an increase in p u b l i c h e a l t h w o r k . T h e 
r e s u l t ha s been a l m o s t s t a r t l i n g ; a r e d u c t i o n in t he t u b e r c u -
losis r a t e , f o r c e r t a i n sect ions, f r o m a h i g h of ove r 4 0 0 t o a 
h i g h of o v e r 3 0 0 . R e m a r k a b l e i m p r o v e m e n t has been m a d e 
a l so in m a t e r n a l a n d i n f a n t d e a t h r a t e s . 

IT is h a r d to p r o v e t h a t a d i r ec t c o n n e c t i o n exists be-
t w e e n b a d h o u s i n g a n d i n a d e q u a t e f o o d o n t he one h a n d 

a n d a h i g h i l lness , d e a t h a n d c r i m e r a t e o n t he o t h e r . B u t 
t h e y a r e f o u n d t o g e t h e r too o f t e n t o be i g n o r e d . A relief 
a p p l i c a n t t o l d t h e i n t e r v i e w e r , at a t i m e w h e n no relief w a s 
ava i l ab l e , t h a t he h a d w a l k e d the s t r e e t s f o r days l o o k i n g 
f o r w o r k a n d t h a t he w o u l d s tea l r a t h e r t h a n see his c h i l d r e n 
h u n g r y a n y l o n g e r . T w o days l a t e r he m a d e good his t h r e a t 
by s t e a l i n g a p u r s e in a d o c t o r ' s office. A y o u n g m a n w a s 
d i s c h a r g e d f r o m a n o v e r c r o w d e d h o s p i t a l w i t h a syphi l i t ic 
a b s c e s s — t o o w e l l t o s t ay in t h e hosp i t a l , t oo sick t o w o r k , 
home le s s a n d u t t e r l y d e s t i t u t e . H e t h r e w a s tone t h r o u g h a 
s t o r e w i n d o w a n d c a l m l y w a i t e d t o be t a k e n to j a i l w h e r e 
h e t h o u g h t h e c o u l d h a v e t r e a t m e n t a n d f o o d a t t he s a m e 
t i m e . A ch i ld , t h r e a t e n e d w i t h the R e f o r m Schoo l f o r f r e -
q u e n t r u n n i n g a w a y said, " I t ' s w a r m t h e r e a n d s o m e t i m e s 
t h e y h a v e c a k e . " 

W a s h i n g t o n , a c c o r d i n g to seve ra l s u r v e y s , has m o r e po-
lice, m o r e b u r g l a r i e s , m o r e la rcen ies , t h a n t h e a v e r a g e f o r 
s e v e n t e e n o t h e r ci t ies of c o m p a r a b l e s ize . T h e C r i m i n a l 
J u s t i c e A s s o c i a t i o n , ( a p r i v a t e agency f o r m e d t w o yea r s a g o ) 
has been s u c c e s s f u l in r e d u c i n g t he n u m b e r of m a j o r c r i m e s 
b u t has h a d less e f f ec t o n those c r imes a r i s i n g o u t of a b a d 
e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n . T h e t e m p t a t i o n to s t ea l is h a r d t o resis t 
w h e n o n e is h u n g r y . 
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F e w peop le rea l ize h o w p o p u l o u s t he a l leys a re and h o w 
close t o the b e t t e r homes . R e s i d e n t s in h o t e l s n e a r t he Capi -
tol can look i n t o some of the a l leys f r o m t h e i r w i n d o w s . 
T h e A l l e y D w e l l i n g A u t h o r i t y is m a k i n g a nob l e e f fo r t to 
r id W a s h i n g t o n of its s lums , b u t is h a n d i c a p p e d by inade-
q u a t e a p p r o p r i a t i o n a l t h o u g h its o p e r a t i o n s a r e 100 percent 
s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g a n d in t he e n d w i l l cost the tax-payers 
n o t h i n g . M o r e f u n d s f o r a l ley r e c l a m a t i o n w o u l d provide 
e m p l o y m e n t f o r a cons ide rab le n u m b e r of peop le as wel l as 
d o i n g a w a y w i t h sources of disease a n d c r i m e . 

I n o r d e r t o u n d e r s t a n d the relief p r o b l e m in W a s h i n g t o n , 
it is necessa ry to k n o w s o m e t h i n g of t he w a y t he D i s t r i c t 
of C o l u m b i a is g o v e r n e d a n d to u n d e r s t a n d t he va r i e ty of 
h u r d l e s t h a t any b u d g e t m u s t l eap b e f o r e it finally gets back 
to t he d e p a r t m e n t w h e r e it s t a r t e d . 

C o n g r e s s t o o k o v e r the m a n a g e m e n t of t he D i s t r i c t in 
1801 a n d in 1878 set u p a c o m m i s s i o n f o r m of g o v e r n m e n t . 
Since t h e n m a n y boa rds , commiss ions , a n d offices have 
g r o w n , T o p s y like, t h r o u g h C o n g r e s s i o n a l a c t i on . A l l Dis -
t r i c t b u d g e t s ( i t e m i z e d ) have to pass t h r o u g h t he hands of 
the D i s t r i c t C o m m i s s i o n e r s , t he F e d e r a l B u d g e t B u r e a u , 
the s u b - c o m m i t t e e a n d the f u l l c o m m i t t e e o n a p p r o p r i a t i o n s 
of t he H o u s e of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , t h e H o u s e of R e p r e s e n t a -
tives i t se l f , t h e s u b c o m m i t t e e a n d f u l l c o m m i t t e e on a p p r o -
p r i a t i o n s of t he Sena te , the S e n a t e i t se l f , t h e con fe rence 
c o m m i t t e e of t he H o u s e a n d Sena te , a g a i n b o t h the H o u s e 
a n d t he S e n a t e . F i n a l l y it m u s t be s igned by t he P re s iden t . 

T h e D i s t r i c t commiss ione r s a r e h a m p e r e d by lack of any 
real a u t h o r i t y a n d a re r e s t r a i n e d f r o m m a k i n g a n y c o n t r a c t 
n o t p r o v i d e d f o r in the o r g a n i c act o r o t h e r w i s e p rov ided f o r 
by C o n g r e s s . T h i s C o n g r e s s i o n a l c o n t r o l o v e r t h e af fa i rs of 
the D i s t r i c t , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n d fiscal, l e a d s t o m u c h i r r i t a -
t ion a n d a n n o y a n c e on the p a r t of r e s i d e n t s of t he D i s t r i c t 
a n d m e m b e r s of C o n g r e s s a l ike. T h e s p r a w l i n g and unco-
o r d i n a t e d s e t u p invi tes buck pas s ing . N o w h e r e c a n def in i te 
r e spons ib i l i ty be fixed. T h e m e m b e r s of C o n g r e s s w h o serve 
on t h e D i s t r i c t c o m m i t t e e s c a r r y a d o u b l e b u r d e n since the 
D i s t r i c t has a p o p u l a t i o n g r e a t e r t h a n t h a t of several s ta tes 
a n d , s ince it r a n k s b o t h as a ci ty a n d a s t a t e , ha s a p r o p o r -
t i o n a t e n u m b e r of p r o b l e m s . Access ib le as t h e y a re , the rep-
t e s e n t a t i v e s a n d s e n a t o r s a re b o m b a r d e d by p re s su re g r o u p s 
of a l l k i n d s . I t is n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t h e t u r n o v e r on D i s t r i c t 
c o m m i t t e e s is h igh . M a n y of t he m e m b e r s a re C o n g r e s s m e n 
s e r v i n g t h e i r first t e r m w h o did n o t r e a l i z e w h e n commi t t ee 
a p p o i n t m e n t s w e r e m a d e w h a t t h e y w e r e l e t t i n g themselves 
in f o r . H o w can a n e w C o n g r e s s m a n d i s c r i m i n a t e be tween 
the s t a t i s t i c s p r e sen t ed by a civic o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h no ax to 
g r i n d a n d those p r e s e n t e d by t he p a i d execu t i ve of an or-
g a n i z a t i o n t he sole p u r p o s e of w h i c h is to keep d o w n taxes 
f o r i ts m e m b e r s ? T o m a k e m a t t e r s w o r s e , t he civic o rgan i -
z a t i o n s d o n o t a g r e e as t o w h a t s h o u l d be d o n e and h o w . 
B e c a u s e t h e r e a r e n o e lec t ions t h e r e is n o w a y f o r any g r o u p 
to p r o v e t h a t i t r e a l l y does r e p r e s e n t t h e m a j o r i t y of the 
c i t i z e n s of W a s h i n g t o n . 

TH E l i fe of the m e m b e r s of the D i s t r i c t C o m m i t t e e is 
n o t e a s y ; a n d even w h e n they t r y t o d o s o m e t h i n g pro-

gress ive , t h e y h e a r m u c h m o r e f r o m those w h o a r e displeased 
t h a n f r o m those w h o a r e p leased . N o t i n f r e q u e n t l y con-
s t i t u e n t s " b a c k h o m e " p r o t e s t t o a c o n g r e s s m a n over w h a t 
t hey c o n s i d e r p r e f e r e n t i a l t r e a t m e n t f o r t he D i s t r i c t . T h i s 
p u t s a C o n g r e s s m a n u n d e r h e a v y p r e s s u r e t o vote f o r re-
duced a p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r the D i s t r i c t . A f t e r a l l his reelect ion 
d e p e n d s u p o n those fo lks back h o m e . 

I n n u m e r a b l e s u r v e y s a n d r e p o r t s h a v e been m a d e of the 

relief a n d r e l a t e d s i t u a t i o n s in W a s h i n g t o n . I t is r ea l ly a 
pi ty t h a t s ta t i s t ics a n d r e p o r t s a r e n o t ed ib le . T h e n t he poor 
m i g h t have s o m e t h i n g t o n ibb le on w h i l e a n o t h e r s u r v e y w a s 
be ing m a d e . B u t t h e r e is l i t t l e n o u r i s h m e n t in figures except 
f o r c o n t r o v e r s y . O f t e n t he r e p o r t s t h e m s e l v e s se rve to d ive r t 
a t t e n t i o n f r o m the m a i n i s s u e — t h e need f o r a d e q u a t e and 
i n t e l l i g e n t c a r e f o r the u n e m p l o y e d a n d t h e u n d e r - e m p l o y e d . 

T h e J a c o b s R e p o r t , m a d e in 1937 , c o m p a r e d t he 1935 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n w i t h relief e x p e n d i t u r e s in s even t een cit ies of 
c o m p a r a b l e s ize a n d c o n c l u d e d : " T h e e x p e n d i t u r e s of the 
D i s t r i c t a r e e x t r e m e l y l o w , i ts rel ief p a y m e n t s b e i n g app rox i -
m a t e l y hal f as l a r g e as t h e a v e r a g e of the o t h e r c i t ies . " Y e t 
in 1937 the a p p r o p r i a t i o n w a s so l im i t ed t h a t m o s t cases 
h a v i n g an e m p l o y a b l e m e m b e r in t he f a m i l y c o u l d n o t be 
accepted by t h e p u b l i c ass i s tance d iv is ion of t he D e p a r t m e n t 
of P u b l i c W e l f a r e . 

IN the w i n t e r of 1 9 3 7 - 3 8 , t h e r e w a s so m u c h c o n t r o v e r s y 
a b o u t t he need f o r rel ief a n d t h e type of p e r s o n rece iv ing 

it t h a t a c o m m i t t e e of t w e n t y - f i v e w o m e n , m e m b e r s of the 
L e a g u e of W o m e n V o t e r s a n d t h e A m e r i c a n Assoc ia t ion of 
U n i v e r s i t y W o m e n , u n d e r t o o k a s u r v e y of t h e s i t ua t ion . 
S o m e 5 0 0 a p p l i c a n t s , t u r n e d a w a y by b o t h p u b l i c a n d pri-
v a t e agenc ies because of l a c k of f u n d s , w e r e i n t e r v i e w e d ; 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s w e r e f i l led o u t ; h o m e vis i t s m a d e . 

C o n t r a r y t o t h e c o m m o n be l i e f , t h e typ ica l re l ief app l ican t 
d id n o t t u r n o u t t o be a t r a n s i e n t , an u n d e s i r a b l e c i t i zen or 
a pe r son w i t h a l a r g e f a m i l y . A b o u t 77 p e r c e n t of t h e appli-
c a n t s h a d l ived in t he d i s t r i c t f o r m o r e t h a n five years , m a n y 
of t h e m u n s k i l l e d w o r k e r s w h o h a d been i m p o r t e d f r o m the 
S o u t h by c o n t r a c t o r s in t h e l a t e 2 0 ' s a n d e a r l y 30 ' s w h e n 
W a s h i n g t o n w a s i n d u l g i n g in a b u i l d i n g b o o m . M o s t of the 
a p p l i c a n t s w e r e y o u n g , ( 6 1 p e r c e n t u n d e r f o r t y ) ; the 
m a j o r i t y of t h e m u n s k i l l e d . M o r e t h a n 7 0 p e r c e n t h a d f e w e r 
t h a n f o u r d e p e n d e n t s ; o n e p e r c e n t h a d m o r e t h a n six. M o r e 
t h a n 3 0 p e r c e n t h a d n e v e r been on relief b e f o r e , a n d m a n y 
of t h e m n e e d e d o n l y t e m p o r a r y ass is tance . A l a r g e pe rcen t -
age w e r e co lo r ed since W a s h i n g t o n has m a n y N e g r o e s w h o 
have r e l a t i v e l y f e w o p p o r t u n i t i e s in t he p r e d o m i n a t i n g cleri-
cal a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l o c c u p a t i o n s . P r a c t i c a l l y a l l of those ap-
p l y i n g f o r a id w e r e in d i r e need . A l l m e m b e r s of the com-
m i t t e e w e r e shocked a t t he i n h u m a n c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h they 
f o u n d . 

I n sp i te of t he r e p o r t of th i s c o m m i t t e e a n d of o t h e r re-
por t s , the a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r rel ief f o r 1 9 3 8 - 3 9 w a s cu t so 
d ra s t i ca l l y t h a t a l m o s t a t h o u s a n d relief cases classed as 
u n e m p l o y a b l e h a d t o be d r o p p e d d u r i n g t he y e a r . C o n g r e s s 
f u r t h e r r e s t r i c t e d t he a m o u n t t o be e x p e n d e d f o r pe r sonne l 
t o 8 p e r c e n t of t he b u d g e t , a n d r e d u c e d t h e m a x i m u m 
g r a n t pe r f a m i l y t o $ 6 0 a m o n t h . C a s e l o a d s v a r i e d f r o m 
1 5 0 to 2 0 0 p e r w o r k e r as a g a i n s t s ix ty to a h u n d r e d in 
o t h e r cit ies. S u c h l i m i t a t i o n of staff has led t o a v a r i e t y of 
u n d e s i r a b l e e f fec t s . S ince cases c a n n o t be p r o p e r l y investi-
g a t e d s o m e a p p l i c a n t s ge t re l ief w h o do n o t need it as bad ly 
as o t h e r s a n d case w o r k e r s do n o t h a v e t i m e to g ive t he more 
p r o m i s i n g f a m i l i e s t h e h e l p t h a t m i g h t keep t h e m on their 
f e e t o r p u t t h e m back t o self s u p p o r t . T h e success of cer ta in 
p r i v a t e a n d p u b l i c agenc ies in r e h a b i l i t a t i n g i nd iv idua l s 
s h o u l d h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d t he w i s d o m of k e e p i n g a m a n on 
a s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g basis. 

T h e p u b l i c ass i s tance d iv i s ion of the D e p a r t m e n t of P u b -
l ic W e l f a r e e s t i m a t e s t h a t 5 0 p e r c e n t m o r e cases could be 
closed if t h e r e w e r e a d e q u a t e staff t o m a k e p r o p e r investi-
ga t ions . W h e n a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r relief inc rease s u d d e n l y as 
t hey do w h e n W P A d r o p s l a r g e n u m b e r s of w o r k e r s , ap-
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p o i n t m e n t s f o r first i n t e r v i e w s h a v e to be m a d e w e e k s in 
a d v a n c e . A n d h o w d o t h e c h i l d r e n eat in the m e a n t i m e ? 
S o m e of t h e m d o n ' t . 

I n 1 9 3 8 t he s u b - c o m m i t t e e on A p p r o p r i a t i o n s of the 
S e n a t e a n d t he H o u s e a u t h o r i z e d an inves t iga t ion of pub l i c 
rel ief in t h e d i s t r i c t . W h i l e t he i nves t i ga to r f o u n d m u c h to 
c r i t i c i ze he po in t ed o u t t h a t w i t h t h e l imi ted staff a n d heavy 
case loads , it w a s imposss ib le t o d o a good job . A g r e a t l y 
i nc reased staff w a s r e c o m m e n d e d . 

T h i s i n v e s t i g a t o r a l so ca l l ed a t t e n t i o n to the g r e a t n u m -
ber of u n e m p l o y e d in W a s h i n g t o n , 5 0 , 0 0 0 d u r i n g 1938 , f o r 
w h o m t h e r e is n o p r o v i s i o n . H e s a i d : 

O f special and vi ta l significance is the plight of those persons 
re jec ted by W P A because of physical and occupational unfi tness 
and w h o have previous ly applied to and have been re jec ted by 
the Pub l i c Ass is tance Divis ion . N o m o r e graphic i l lus t ra t ion of 
the inadequacy of the p resen t relief f u n d s is possible than the 
p ic tu r i za t ion of this t r ag i c g r o u p caugh t in the marg ina l zone 
be tween t w o nonmesh ing w e l f a r e p rog rams . R e f u s e d on the 
one hand because of employabi l i ty and on the o ther hand fo r 
unemployabi l i ty , the consequences canno t fail to induce a sense 
of u t t e r fu t i l i ty and f r u s t r a t i o n on the p a r t of these famil ies . 

A l t h o u g h some 7 5 0 0 of " t h i s t r a g i c g r o u p " had been ac-
cep t ed by W P A they h a d rece ived n o a s s ignmen t a t t he t i m e 
the r e p o r t w a s m a d e . T h e figure h a d risen t o 8 1 0 0 by A p r i l 
1 9 3 9 a n d since has been i n c r e a s e d by f u r t h e r W P A r e d u c -
t ions . A n o t h e r 1 5 0 0 w e r e a w a i t i n g i n t e r v i e w . T h e r e p o r t 
r e c o m m e n d e d some p r o v i s i o n f o r t he e m p l o y a b l e g r o u p , a n d 
an inc rease in t h e a p p r o p r i a t i o n t o cover th is a n d o t h e r 
g r o u p s . I t also r e c o m m e n d e d a m a x i m u m of $ 9 0 p e r f a m i l y 
p e r m o n t h w i t h a p r o v i s i o n f o r m o r e if a p p r o v e d by the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s of t he D i s t r i c t . 

T h e H o u s e s u b - c o m m i t t e e , i g n o r i n g the r e c o m m e n d a -

t ions of its o w n i n v e s t i g a t o r , r e c o m m e n d e d fo r 1 9 3 9 - 4 0 an 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e same as the p rev ious y e a r . 
T h e Sena te , in i ts t u r n , increased t he a p p r o p r i a t i o n , m a d e 
provis ion f o r t he e m p l o y a b l e g r o u p a n d r emoved t he r e s t r i c -
t i on o n t he a m o u n t ava i l ab l e f o r pe r sonne l . 

T h e bill as finally passed by b o t h houses s u p p o r t s t he 
H o u s e p roposa l s . I t a p p r o p r i a t e s $ 9 0 0 , 0 0 0 f o r p u b l i c assis-
t a n c e pu rposes a n d s t i p u l a t e s t h a t n o t m o r e t h a n 10 p e r c e n t 
of all ava i lab le f u n d s m a y be e x p e n d e d f o r p e r s o n n e l . M a x i -
m u m m o n t h l y a l l o w a n c e f o r a f a m i l y of t w o is $ 3 0 , p l u s 
$ 6 f o r each a d d i t i o n a l m e m b e r u p t o a t o p of $ 6 0 . T h e r e is 
no provis ion f o r u n e m p l o y e d e m p l o y a b l e s w h o s e o n l y re-
source a p p a r e n t l y w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be s u r p l u s c o m m o d i t i e s . 

A s it w a s a b o u t t o pass t he bill the Sena te w a s i n f o r m e d 
t h a t the commis s ione r s of t he D i s t r i c t h a d a p p o i n t e d O t t o 
J . Cass , d e p u t y a d m i n i s t r a t o r of t he loca l W P A , as s u p e r -
i n t e n d e n t of p u b l i c ass is tance , a n d t h a t M r . Cass p roposed 
" a n i m m e d i a t e i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t he relief case load in t he 
D i s t r i c t , " as a r e s u l t of w h i c h t he commiss ione r s w o u l d 
k n o w w h e t h e r o r n o t t o ask l a t e r on f o r an a p p r o p r i a t i o n 
s u p p l e m e n t a r y to t h e $ 9 0 0 , 0 0 0 . " I n v i e w of th i s , " t he c o m -
miss ioners said t h a t t hey f e l t " t h a t a t th i s t ime . . . t h e 
S e n a t e w o u l d be j u s t i f i ed in r e c e d i n g " f r o m its p r o p o s a l to 
inc rease the relief a p p r o p r i a t i o n t o $ 1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 . I t s h o u l d be 
n o t e d h o w e v e r t h a t u n d e r t h e t e r m s of the l a w o n l y one-
t w e l f t h of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n m a y be expended in a n y one 
m o n t h . A defici t m a y n o t be i n c u r r e d . 

T h u s a f t e r a l l t h e i n v e s t i g a t i n g , W a s h i n g t o n is back 
w h e r e it s t a r t e d f r o m w i t h o n e m o r e r e p o r t g a t h e r i n g d u s t 
on t he shelves, o n e m o r e i n v e s t i g a t i o n in p rospec t a n d w i t h 
a g r e a t s e g m e n t of its p o p u l a t i o n st i l l i l l -c lo thed, i l l - fed , i l l-
housed , h u d d l e d o u t of s i gh t beh ind the c i ty ' s g l i t t e r i n g 
m a r b l e f acade . 

Looking Two Ways At Once 
By M R S . P A U L R . R E Y N O L D S 

FO R s o m e t h i n g l ike t w e l v e y e a r s I have se rved on the 
W e s t c h e s t e r C o u n t y R e c r e a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n . F o r 
m a n y years I h a v e been a m e m b e r of the A m e r i c a n 

Assoc ia t ion of Socia l W o r k e r s , h a v i n g g o t t e n in w h e n it 
w a s a good dea l eas ie r t o d o so t h a n it is today . I find myself 
a d iv ided p e r s o n a l i t y , c o n s t a n t l y a s k i n g myself w h y it is t h a t 
the r e c r e a t i o n w o r k e r i g n o r e s t h e social w o r k e r , a n d t he 
social w o r k e r ove r looks , t o p u t i t m i l d l y , the r e c r e a t i o n 
w o r k e r ? T h e social w o r k e r says, " Y o u have no s t a n d a r d s , 
no m e a s u r e e i t h e r f o r y o u r s e l v e s o r f o r the i r a t t a i n m e n t s . 
A f t e r a ch i ld has been in y o u r h a n d s f o r a yea r o r so w h a t 
d o you k n o w a b o u t h i m ? " W e say, " W e k n o w he is b i g g e r 
. . . ! " She i n t e r r u p t s , " B u t is he b e t t e r ? " She w a n t s to 
k n o w : D o e s he s t a n d b y in s i l ence as his m o t h e r p u t s the 
f r y i n g p a n f u l l of p o r t e r h o u s e s t e a k u n d e r the bed w h e n 
the social w o r k e r c o m e s a r o u n d to es tab l i sh need f o r h o m e 
r e l i e f ? D o e s he te l l h is P a t h a t he o u g h t t o revea l a legacy 
n o w s a f e l y concea led in t h e n e x t s t a t e ? H a s he c h a r a c t e r ? 
W e say t h a t w e w o u l d n ' t k n o w . A l l w e k n o w is t h a t he is 
a good p i n g - p o n g p l a y e r . 

A s r e c r e a t i o n w o r k e r s w e be l ieve t h a t w e deal w i t h needs , 
b u t of a n o t h e r k ind t h a n t h o s e d e a l t w i t h by the social 
w o r k e r . T o be h o n e s t , w e k n o w t h a t m e e t i n g a c h i l d ' s 
r e c r e a t i o n need is p r e t t y m u c h a m a t t e r of his i n d i v i d u a l 

good f o r t u n e a n d his p e r s o n a l d r i v e . H e m u s t p ick his o w n 
w a y t h r o u g h t he l a b y r i n t h of c r a f t s , a th le t i cs , mus ic , f o l k 
d a n c i n g , w h i c h a m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s w e o f f e r h i m on a s i lver 
p l a t t e r . If his l u n g s a r e n o t so good , a n d his t e e th w o r s e , w e 
p r o b a b l y d o n ' t d i scover i t . If he s teals , w e l e a r n it u s u a l l y 
w h e n he is c a u g h t g o i n g off w i t h some bit of p l a y g r o u n d 
a p p a r a t u s . W e d o n ' t r e f e r h i m to clinics, n o r see t h a t he 
ge t s the re , a n d , alas , if he comes once o r tw ice t o s h a r e in 
o u r e n t e r p r i s e a n d t h e n d r i f t s a w a y , w e d o n ' t f o l l o w h i m 
to find o u t w h e r e he has g o n e or w h y . 

M a n y of o u r c l i e n t s — t o use a w o r d the social w o r k e r s 
u n d e r s t a n d — w e a r c l o t h e s t h a t d o n ' t fit the seasons a n d 
m a n y of t h e m w e a r t he l a t e s t s ty le . A t a h e a r i n g b e f o r e 
t h e B o a r d of S u p e r v i s o r s on o u r r e c r e a t i o n b u d g e t , it w a s 
t h r o w n in o u r faces t h a t l ad ie s a r r i v e d a t o u r d o o r in m i n k 
coats . I n s t e a d of h i d i n g o u r h e a d s in shame , as w e w e r e ex-
pec ted to do, w e c h e e r e d as p o l i t e l y as w e cou ld . H e r e a t 
l eas t is d e m o c r a c y . If a l a d y in m i n k a n d a boy in t a t t e r s 
b o t h w a n t to scu lp , i t ' s t h e i r w o r k , n o t the i r g a r m e n t s n o r 
w h a t they do or d o n ' t pay f o r lessons, t h a t es tabl i shes the i r 
pos i t ions . P e r s o n a l l y , I s h o u l d n o t ca re t o give o d d s o n w h i c h 
o n e gets t he mos t o u t of t h e expe r i ence . B u t the best m a n 
w i n s . Such d i f f e r e n c e s as w e m i g h t de tec t in t he i r c lo thes 
or in t he i r t ee th or tons i l s a r e of n o consequence . W e p rob -
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