
Federal and State Action 
What government is doing—federal, state, and local—and what more 
it should do to assure the new generation protection and opportunity. 

W A R T I M E J U V E N I L E ' D E L I N Q U E N C Y 

registers ou r fa i lure to meet the needs of 
children and youth . T h i s fa i lure is so 
serious t ha t not only local communities 
but state and federa l governments must 
each play an impor t an t role in assuring 
for every new genera t ion tha t fa i r chance 
in life which is the essence of democracy. 

Such delinquency is largely a result of 
serious breakdown in fami ly security and 
parental gu idance—but also in safeguards 
and services, public and pr ivate . Services 
to children and youth are pr imar i ly func-
tions of the local community. 

T h e state, under o u r f o r m of govern-
ment , has legal powers to provide such 
safeguards as may be necessary to protect 
all chi ldren and to in tervene in behalf of 
children lacking adequate pa ren ta l care. 
Moreover , i t can s t imula te and f u r t h e r 
communi ty p rograms and car ry on such 
direct services as i t can best provide. 

Ef fo r t s of t h e ' federal government are 
directed pr imar i ly t o w a r d encouraging 
and re inforc ing states and communities. 

T h i s is not as cumbersome a system as 
it sounds. T o the cont ra ry , i t has proved 
a flexible work ing scheme especially suit-
able unde r a republ ican f o r m of govern-
ment—so long as the re is initiative at the 
local level, and concern at s tate and fed-
eral capitals tha t discharges itself in re-
sponsible action. 

T h e connecting l i n k — o r ra ther the 
s t imula t ing cu r r en t t h a t makes it a going 
concern nat ional ly—is the system of 
grants-in-aid by the federa l government , 
and also by the states in g rowing num-
bers, t h rough which o u r uni ted resources 
a re b rough t t o bear a t points of need. A 
grea t crisis not only reveals the gaps and 
weaknesses in such a decentra l ized system 
— b u t can be the means for sett ing it 
going in high, especially if public con-
cern is roused genera l ly : 

Evidence and Urgency 

T H A T IS CLEARLY T H E CASE I N T H E 

outcropping of juveni le delinquency in 
war t ime . T h e f r o n t pages of newspapers 
in every pa r t of the coun t ry are not ex-
actly m u t e test imony to its liveness. O u r 

x federal Chi ldren ' s B u r e a u studies in ten 
characterist ic Amer i can centers bore wit-
ness not merely t o the breakdown of 
ord inary provisions, bu t to moun t ing lo-
cal feeling. W h a t w a s done methodically 
in fact gather ing, gave place to an ex-
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t raordinary , countrywide, and all bu t 
spontaneous outpouring of evidence and 
urgency a t the hearings in W a s h i n g t o n 
last November , before a Senate commit tee 
under the chairmanship of Senator Claude 
Pepper of Florida.* 

I t wil l again be necessary for the 
fr iends of American childhood to make 
their weight felt in constructive legisla-
tion, for added provision for g ran t s to 
states is needed if the country is to face-
and meet its war t ime responsibilities fo r 
the we l f a r e of children. 

First, the public assistance provisions 
of the Social Security Act should be 
s t rengthened so as to reach more chi ldren 
and provide more adequate benefits. Such 
a move wou ld be an impor tant prevent ive 
of juvenile delinquency. 

Second, the foundat ion of services al-
ready laid under T i t l e V of the Social 
Security Act , for children in need of care, 
protection, and t ra ining, whe ther o r not 
living in families suffer ing f r o m economic 
need, should be extended to all areas of 
the count ry as soon as possible, and broad-
ened in scope. 

Third, federal participation in f inanc-
ing care fo r children of employed mothe r s 
should be put on a grant-in-aid basis, and 
should help to support a broad range of 
services, including informat ion and advice 
for mothers, nursery schools and extend-
ed school programs, day care centers, and 
foster home care. 

I t is a charge on those of us w h o have 
studied the situation and fol lowed the 
steps to date to share wi th o thers o u r 
convictions as to the caliber and urgency 
of the legislation called for . Act ion should 
be taken this year, for the needs of chil-
dren cannot wai t . 

Federa l grants-in-aid, w i th their s tand-

* As this issue goes to press these hearings are 
being resumed in Washington. 

ards and incentives, have demonstrated 
their w o r t h dur ing the last th i r ty years 
in in tegra t ing a national p rogram wi th 
the range of state and communi ty serv-
ices; in s t imulat ing citizen par t ic ipat ion; 
and in encouraging state and local re-
sponsibility for adminis ter ing soundly and 
shar ing in the cost. N o other f o rm of 
federal financing is so well adapted to 
achieve these ends. 

Nonetheless, in spite of these advances, 
we know tha t inadequate federal provi-
sions f o r developing services fo r the chil-
dren of work ing mothers are directly 
related to the increase in juvenile de-
l inquency. I n a long range sense, o u r fail-
u re to provide federal assistance to states 
for general educat ional purposes is par t 
of the same picture—assistance tha t would 
assure real schooling for every child in 
the country. A specific factor contr ibut ing 
to juveni le delinquency has been the W a r 
Produc t ion Board ' s policy, unde r the 
pressure of mil i tary needs, w i th respect 
to the allocation of mater ia l to cons t ruc t ' 
addit ional classrooms in communities 
where population has mushroomed under 
w a r conditions. T h i s policy has required 
200 percent use of school buildings, which 
means severe overcrowding, half-day ses-
sions, or both. 

Expansion of educat ional guidance, 
menta l hygiene service, and visiting teach-
er work is indicated. Medica l social serv-
ice in public heal th and hospital care 
programs should be generally available. 
Al l these services have an impor tan t re-
lation to the prevention and control of 
juveni le delinquency. 

A Seven-Point Program 
T H E R E IS N E E D , BEYOND ALL PERAD-

venture , for the immedia te expansion of 
chi ldren 's services th rough state and local 
public we l f a re depar tments , par t ly fi-
anced under T i t l e V of the Social Se-
curi ty Act . Some 400 counties or o ther 
local areas, of which about 70 a re war-
affected, now have such services. T h e s e 
reach directly about 40,000 chi ldren each 
year, approximately 40 percent of them 
living in their o w n homes. O t h e r coun-
ties have child we l f a r e worker s paid 
whol ly f rom state or local funds . As pa r t 
of this program, twelve states this year 
have made special provision fo r t he s tudy 
and prevention of juveni le delinquency, 
and eleven states have special s ta te con-
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sultants in juvenile delinquency prob-
lems, or special workers assigned to state 
training schools for delinquent children. 

A broadened program of federal aid 
permitting the expansion of state and 
local services for children, which will 
reach every county and town in the 
United States, should include: 

1. Individual guidance for maladjusted 
children, developed in cooperation with 
police, courts, schools, and other com-
munity agencies. 

2. Assistance to coordinating and plan-
ning bodies. 

3. Advisory service in relating recrea-
- tional and leisure time programs to in-

dividual needs. 
4. Cooperation wi th state labor de-

partments and other state and local agen-
c ies in the supervision and protection of 
employed youth, particularly in the 
amusement and refreshment industries. 

5.' Operation in areas where they are 
not now available, of facilities for tempo-
rary care of children, chiefly through 
boarding homes. 

6. Cooperation with state and local 
training schools and other institutions in 
the rehabilitation of minors found to be 
delinquent or in need of public protec-
tion and care. 

7. Assistance in developing resources 
to train personnel for child wel fare work 
and for children's services in police de-
partments. 

Team Play at Washington 
T H E O F F I C E OF C O M M U N I T Y W A R 

Services is the federal coordinating agency 
for wartime efforts affecting the health 
and welfare of all civilians. U n d e r its 
auspices, information has been assembled 
concerning the work of each federal 
agency dealing with juvenile delinquency 
or seeking to safeguard youth, and con-
cerning the problems and programs of 
individual communities. Staff conferences 
and special committees in Washing ton 
and in the regional offices explore t rends 
and developments. Close contact is main-
tained between agencies serving children 
and those concerned with housing, man-
power, agriculture, public works, mili-
tary service, and with nationwide private 
organizations. 

Cooperation calls for direct inter-
agency action, and is stimulated by a gen-
eral coordinating program of this sort. 
Genuine progress in such cooperation has 
been achieved during the war , though 
much remains to be accomplished. O n e of 
the suggestions made at the recent hear-
ings before the Senate committee was tha t 
a new coordinating body be set up to deal 
especially wi th delinquency. In the opin-
ion of the wri ter , such new machinery is 
not needed. Rather , the work of existing 

agencies and of the Office of Community 
W a r Services should be strengthened and 
more amply financed. 

T o help crystallize opinion and policy, 
a Commission on Children in W a r t i m e 
was set up by the Children's Bureau 
in the spring of 1942. T h i s commission 
adopted a Children's Charter and has 
worked out suggestions for state and local 
action. Th rough the Commission and 
through advisory committees and special 
conferences, the programs and policies of 
the federal government and cooperating 
state agencies are brought into close re-
lation with the activities of nationwide 
private organizations that in turn influ-
ence state and local programs. 

The Role of the States 
A STATE'S PART I N DEALING W I T H DE-

linquency is inherent in its responsibility 
to safeguard the rights of children and 
to provide opportunities for their health 
and education, their welfare and pursuit 
of happiness. The chief state agencies con-
cerned are the departments of health, 
education, labor, and public welfare. 
There are few state agencies for recrea-
tion, though as- a wartime measure many 
states have set up recreation committees. 

T h e states have ma jo r responsibility for 
providing legal .safeguards for children. 
F o r long, they have undertaken the care 
and treatment of children who cannot 
receive specialized care in local areas— 
such as the blind, the deaf, the mentally 
deficient. All states have accepted re-
sponsibility for delinquent children and 
provide training schools for them. But in 
many instances these institutions need to 
be modernized and integrated more close-
ly wi th state and community welfare and 
educational services. State institutions for 
the mentally deficient should be part of 
comprehensive statewide programs which 
include provisions not only for care and 
training but for supervision of those in 
the community whose handicaps and be-
havior may be a threat to others—espe-
cially to juveniles. 

State agencies also develop standards, 
and give advisory service to child-caring 
institutions, agencies, boarding homes, 
and other types of activities which bear 
on juvenile delinquency, and are subject 
in some measure to state supervision. 
These state services should be greatly 
strengthened. 

Experience proves that state aid to lo-
cal units of government to stimulate, sup-
port, and reinforce services to children 
(supplemented when necessary by federal 
aid) is the most effective way to safeguard 
them the country over. Aid to dependent 
children, assisted by federal and state 
funds, is now established in nearly all 
the states. At present, such aid fails to 

reach all children needing it, and is usu-
ally inadequate in amount . T o extend and 
liberalize this .plan, both through federal . 
and state legislation and administrative 
action, would improve the conditions sur-
rounding the least secure children and 
thus again help prevent delinquency. 

Similarly, we should extend and im-
prove child welfare services for girls and 
boys w h o are handicapped in their physi-
cal or mental development or in their 
home, school, and community relation-
ships, or who need foster care. Th is i> 
possible only with state assistance to the 
local communities, and that in turn with 
federal grants-in-aid to the states. 

Responsibility for state services to 
children is usually divided among sev-
eral state departments. These often func-
tion wi th lit t le interchange of experience 
or joint planning. Some opportunity to 
view the needs of children as a whole and 
to bring specialized departments and 
agencies into a closer working relation-
ship were afforded by state commissions 
for the study and revision of children's 
laws dur ing and a f t e r the first 'World 
W a r . State councils were organized in 
some states a f te r the 1930 W h i t e House 
Conference on Child Hea l th and Protec-
t ion; and state W h i t e House Conference 
follow-up programs were developed after 
the 1940 conference. But as a rule these 
state organizations have lacked resources 
for essential staff and equipment.8 

Statewide Coordination 
T H E WAR ' SOON E M P H A S I Z E D THE 

need for more comprehensive and efficient 
state p lanning and the new state councils 
of defense afforded, a channel for it. In 
August 1942, the Children's Bureau's 
Commission on Children in W a r t i m e sug-
gested " A Program of State Action," and 
recommended that responsibility for plan-
ning, coordination, and leadership be fixed 
in some representative state group, prefer-
ably by a committee or subcommittee of 
such a state council. 

T h e federal Office of Civilian Defense 
helped st imulate the formation of these 
committees which now exist, with broad 
programs, in at least a third of the states. 
Some have stirred interest in problems of 
delinquency and supplied leadership in de-
veloping programs of control. Among the 
states in which active work of this kind 
is going fo rward under state defense 
councils are Alabama, Connecticut, Flor-
ida, Indiana, N e w Jersey, Ohio, South 
Carolina, and Washing ton . 

In Michigan, a Youth Guidance Com-
mittee has been appointed by the governor, 
fol lowing a statewide study of delinquency 
which he initiated. Similar committees 
have been appointed by the governors of 
Massachusetts and Oregon. T h e Kansas 

94 ) S U R V E Y M I D M O N T H L Y 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



C o u n c i l f o r C h i l d r e n , w h i c h is a W h i t e 
H o u s e C o n f e r e n c e f o l l o w - u p c o m m i t t e e , 
h a s a s e c t i o n o n d e l i n q u e n c y , w h i c h t h e 
g o v e r n o r r e c e n t l y r e q u e s t e d t o s e r v e as 
t h e d e f e n s e c o u n c i l ' s c o m m i t t e e o n chi l -
d r e n i n w a r t i m e . B u t f e w s t a t e s h a v e s u f -
ficiently s t a f f e d t h e s e w a r t i m e c o m m i t -
tees , a n d w i t h o u t s t a f f i t h a s b e e n d i f f i cu l t 
t o g o b e y o n d p l a n n i n g a n d . g e t r e s u l t s . I t 
is i m p o r t a n t , t oo , t h a t a l l s t a t e p l a n n i n g 
f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n c y c o n t r o l s h o u l d be 
d e v e l o p e d as p a r t of o r c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o 
t h e g e n e r a l p l a n n i n g of t h e s t a t e f o r i ts 
c h i l d r e n a n d y o u t h . 

R e c r u i t m e n t a n d T r a i n e d P e r s o n n e l 

T H E INNER STRENGTH OF AN AGENCY 
is as i m p o r t a n t a s i t s t e a m p l a y w i t h o t h e r 
agenc i e s , a n d t h i s h a n g s o n s t a f f . W a r -
t i m e s h o r t a g e of m a n a n d w o m a n p o w e r 
h a s n a t u r a l l y a f f e c t e d t h e p e r s o n n e l n e e d e d 
t o h a n d l e e d u c a t i o n a l , h e a l t h , a n d social 
w e l f a r e p r o g r a m s . T h i s n e e d h a s been 

r e c o g n i z e d in t h e t e a c h e r t r a i n i n g p r o v i -
s ions o t t h e v o c a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a c t s a n d 
in b i l l s b e f o r e C o n g r e s s p r o v i d i n g aid f o r 
g e n e r a l e l e m e n t a r y a n d s e c o n d a r y e d u c a -
t i o n . M e a n w h i l e , e d u c a t i o n a l l e a v e f o r 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s t u d y h a s b e e n p r o v i d e d u n -
d e r t h e p u b l i c a ss i s t ance a n d c h i l d w e l f a r e 
p r o g r a m s a u t h o r i z e d b y t h e Soc ia l Se-
c u r i t y A c t . T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s P u b l i c 
H e a l t h S e r v i c e h a s t a k e n t h e l e a d in t r a i n -
i n g p h y s i c i a n s a n d n u r s e s f o r p u b l i c 
h e a l t h w o r k . 

A l t h o u g h p u b l i c w e l f a r e p r o g r a m s h a v e 
h a d t o b e c u r t a i l e d i n m a n y i n s t a n c e s be-
c a u s e of l a c k of t r a i n e d p e r s o n n e l , p r o -
posa l s f o r specia l f e d e r a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n s 
f o r t r a i n i n g socia l a n d r e c r e a t i o n a l w o r k -
e r s f o r w a r t i m e n e e d s h a v e s t i l l t o b e 
a d o p t e d . 

W i t h t h e bes t s p i r i t of t e a m w o r k , 
t h e m o s t a d m i r a b l e of h u m a n m a -
t e r i a l , o u r loose j o i n t e d s c h e m e of f e d -
e r a l , s t a t e a n d l o c a l c o l l a b o r a t i o n c o u l d 

s c a r c e l y h a v e f u n c t i o n e d b e f o r e t h e d a y s 
of p o s t a l s y s t e m s a n d r a i l r o a d s , i n such 
c o m p l e x fields as h e a l t h , e d u c a t i o n , a n d 
w e l f a r e . T h e s y s t e m h a s s t i l l a l o n g w a y 
t o g o i n c o v e r a g e a n d c o n t e n t , b u t eve ry 
a d v a n c e f r o m t h e t e l e g r a p h t o r a d i o a n d 
m o v i e s m a k e s i t s w o r k m o r e f ea s ib l e . 

S p r e a d i n g t h e F a c t s 

T H E IMPORTANCE OF WIDESPREAD 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e g r o w t h a n d deve l -
o p m e n t of t h e n a t i o n ' s c h i l d r e n w a s rec-
o g n i z e d m o r e t h a n t h i r t y y e a r s a g o " w h e n 
C o n g r e s s c r e a t e d t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B u r e a u . 
T h r o u g h m a n y a v e n u e s t h e B u r e a u h a s 
g a t h e r e d a n d g i v e n o u t d a t a s h o w i n g t h e 
c o n d i t i o n s in w h i c h c h i l d r e n l ive , t h e im-
p a c t u p o n t h e m of m a j o r e m e r g e n c i e s s u c h 
as d e p r e s s i o n a n d w a r , a n d t h e s e rv i ce s 
p r o v i d e d f o r t h e h e a l t h , p r o t e c t i o n , a n d 
w e l l - b e i n g of t h e o n c o m i n g g e n e r a t i o n . 

T h u s t o d a y , i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e BU-

(Continued on page 105) 

These Federal Agencies Serve Children 
Their Resources are Available to States and Local Communities 

U. S. D E P A R T M E N T O F LABOR: CHILDREN'S B U R E A U , 
Katharine F. Lenroot, .Chief 

Provides suggestions, outlines, and standards for use by com-
mittees in general planning for children, and in dealing with 
problems of child care, youth employment and juvenile delin-
quency. Has regional consultants who work with state agencies. 
Also specialists in child health, child labor, recreation, juvenile 
delinquency, child placement, and care of unmarried mothers. 

F E D E R A L S E C U R I T Y A G E N C Y 
Paul V . McNutt , Administrator 

OFFICE O F E D U C A T I O N , John W . Studebaker, Commissioner 
of Education 

Advises about school problems, including program adjustment, 
clinical procedure for handling children's behavior problems, 
methods of instruction for people with special needs. Serves day, 
residential, and training schools for juvenile delinquents. 

S O C I A L S E C U R I T Y B O A R D : Bureau of Public Assistance, Jane 
M. Hoey, Director 

Concerned with the problem of maintaining normal family life 
for children deprived of parental support—especially for the 
approximately 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 children living with parents or relatives 
who can receive cash payments under the aid to dependent children 
provisions of the Social Security Act. Regional staff assists states in 
developing their provisons for such children. 

U. S. PUBLIC H E A L T H SERVICE, Thomas Parran, Surgeon 
General 

Gives technical and financial assistance to state and local health 
departments in meeting community health problems. 

OFFICE O F C O M M U N I T Y W A R SERVICES, Mark A. 
McCloskey, Director 

Is the federal coordinating agency for wartime problems affect-
ing the health and welfare of the civilian population, including 
children. Under its auspices, information has been assembled 
concerning the work of each of the federal government agencies 
concerned with juvenile delinquency and safeguards for youth. 

O C W S — R E C R E A T I O N D I V I S I O N , Sherwood Gates, Director 
Through seventy field representatives advises communities on 

meeting recreation needs through best use of facilities, services, 
funds, and training of leaders. Provides exchange of experience 
through bulletins and pamphlets. Assists communities in securing 
federal funds in war impact areas where local resources are not 
sufficient. 

O C W S — S O C I A L P R O T E C T I O N D I V I S O N , Eliot Ness, 
Director 

Assists local communities through a field staff of forty people 
in repressing prostitution and preventing sexual promiscuity. Works 
in close cooperation with army, navy, health officers, law enforce-
ment officers, and other interested groups. , 

• • • 

D E P A R T M E N T O F JUSTICE, Francis Biddle, Attorney General 
Concerned with crime prevention. Through the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation and the Federal Bureau of Prisons, protects local 
communities from the depredations of federal law violators and 
from individuals or groups who seek to disrupt the war effort. 

U N I T E D S T A T E S C O U R T S — U . S. P R O B A T I O N S Y S T E M , 
Richard A. Chappell, Chief 

Investigates social background and advises courts on the treat-
ment of youthful offenders coming before tile federal courts. 

W A R M A N P O W E R C O M M I S S I O N , Paul V. McNutt , Chairman 
Cooperates with the federal Children's Bureau and the Office of 

Education in developing standards for part time school and work 
programs. Through the U . S. Employment Service makes contacts 
with employers to determine job requirements and examine work-
ing conditions offered. 

W A R R E L O C A T I O N A U T H O R I T Y , D. S. Myer, Director 
Responsible for the relocation, maintenance and supervision of 

persons removed from designated areas in the interest of national 
security. 

Summarised from a forthcoming publication, '"Citizeyis of Tomorrow, A 
Wartime Challenge to Community Action." Office of Community War Serv-
ces, Federal Security Agency, Washington, D. C. 
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Here in Washington By Rilla Schroeder 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S TROUBLES W I T H T H E SEVENTYTEIGHTH CONGRESS HAD TO 

come to a head sometime, and the tax bill became a ripe occasion. Those who felt 
the President's veto message an insult to Congress are matched by those who felt the 
emasculated bill itself was an affront to the American people. 

Senator Barkley and others spoke as though the President had no right to veto a tax 
bill; Admittedly it was unusual, but there is nothing in the Constitution making a rev-
enue measure sacrosanct. If the. President did not like the bill it was his right and 
duty to say so, in language that would get his reasons across to the public—the vast 
majori ty of whom had never read the bill. 

T a k e his most controversial phrase in the light of the "freezing" of the Social Se-
curity tax at its present low level. W h e n , for heaven's sake, are we to find so likely 
a t ime'as this to raise that tax to the point where reserves might be built up to carry 
the weight of the insurance program as provided by the original legislation? Congress 
intended the tax to be raised sometime, and this would seem to be the ideal spot. T h e 
fai lure of this Congress to act can have only one explanation, and the President seems 
to have put his finger on it in making clear that this easing of the tax burden was not 
in the interest of the "needy." 

In attacking the veto message, neither 
Senator Barkley nor anyone else has at-
tempted to make more than a weak de-
fense of the bill itself. 

T H E T H O M A S BILL ON VETERANS 

education is on the Senate calendar and 
should come up for a vote i n ' t h e near 
fu ture . Senator Thomas is wai t ing for 
the opportune moment. O n the House 
side, hearings are under way on the" Bar-
den bill which is similar although not 
identical to the Thomas measure.. T h e 
passage of both is practically a certainty. 
T h e differences will be ironed out in 
conference. 

I N HIS A N N U A L REPORT, SECRETARY 

of the Interior Ickes announced that his 
depar tment has blueprinted a vast public 
works program, much of which could be 
put into effect within thirty days af ter de-
mobilization. 

T h e program includes power and irri-
gation projects which would give work 
immediately to about 480,000 discharged 
veterans or ex-war workers and keep them 
reasonably busy for at least three years. 
T h e projects; when completed, would 
open fa rm settlement opportunities for 
165,000 families. 

• • • 

P A U L V . M C N U T T , FEDERAL SECURITY 

director, has asked Congress to appropri-
a te $50,000,000 a year to provide school 
lunches. T h e request went up to the Hi l l 
in a le t ter accompanying his budget esti-
mates for the Office of Education, and the 
program, if approved, would be adminis-
tered by that agency. Federal aid, under 
the proposal, would be based on the num-
ber of school children in the state mul-
tiplied by the ratio of children to adults. 

SENATOR W A G N E R OF N E W Y O R K IS 

sponsor of a bill (S. 1721) authorizing an 
appropriation of $80,000,000 for school 
lunches. T h e funds would be handled by 
the Depar tment of Agriculture. T h e bill 
has gone to the Committee on Agricul-
ture. 

T H E D I E S COMMITTEE H A S A N -

nounced that it will investigate the C I O ' s 
Political Action Committee. Sidney Hill-
man, chairman of the committee ( C I O 
and not Dies) , asks to be excused. His 
records and books, says M r . Hillman, are. 
open at any time to the F B I or any prop-
erly authorized congressional group but 
to M r . Dies, " N o . " 

M r . Dies, or his men, are muttering 
that they will take the matter to the 
House for a decision. M r . Hil lman and 
his committee are willing. 

• • • 
SENATOR GEORGE H A S REPENTED OF 

his hasty criticism of the Baruch-Hancock 
report as by-passing Congress, and he now 

' finds no conflict between it and the recom-
mendations of his own committee. H e 
says that he had not read the report in 
fu l l when he made his original statement. 

However , he feels the report needs 
legislative support. T o meet the need he 
is co-sponsor of a bill wi th Senator M u r -
ray to give it congressional sanction. T h e 
bill follows the recommendations of the 
George committee report more closely 
than it does the program outlined by M r . ' 
Baruch and M r . Hancock, but the two 
are not irreconcilable. . 

In line with the recommendations of 
his advisers, President Roosevelt has 
named Wi l l i am L. Clayton of the Depart-
ment of Commerce as surplus war prop-
erty administrator, and Brigadier General 
Frank T . Hines of the Veterans Ad-

ministrat ion as director of postwar re-
training and reemployment. Both, it is un-
derstood at present, are to be policy mak-
ing rather than operating bodies. Actual 
operations will continue in the hands of 
existing agencies. 

• • 

A C T I N G S E C R E T A R Y OF S T A T E 

Stettinius says that the U . S. Govern-
ment is "reexamining in light of existing 
circumstances" the possibility of sending 
food to occupied Europe. H i s comment 
followed passage by the Senate of a reso-
lution on the same subject asking that the 
Uni ted States work out a relief system 
for "al l stricken and hungry countries 
where the need is now the most acute." 
T h e resolution is merely advisory. 

I n the light of M r . Stettinius' ' state-
ment , it is assumed that discussions on the 
mat ter are being reopened, or continued, 
with the British government. I t has been 
that government 's opposition, chiefly, that 
has blocked the proposal. 

T H E W A R RELOCATION A U T H O R I T Y 

has been transferred to the Depar tment 
of the Inter ior and the department 's chief, 
Haro ld L . Ickes, has another troublesome 
problem to handle. T h e W h i t e House an-
nouncement said that the transfer was de-
signed to br ing W R A under a cabinet of-
ficer and to simplify administration. 

• • • 

D I S M I S S A L PAY A N D H I G H POSTWAR 

job priorities for war workers has been 
recommended by Clinton Golden, vice-
chairman of the W a r Manpower Com-
mission. Chairman M c N u t t of the 
W M C approves the plan in principle, and 
his staff is preparing a memorandum. 

M r . Golden believes his plan would be 
helpful in curbing absenteeism and turn-
over. H e says: " I am informed that ab-
senteeism mounts with every announce-
ment of good news from the fighting 
f ron t . T h e workers, believing the end of 
the war is near, take time off to look for 
peacetime jobs." 

T h e Golden plan would have to be sup-
plemented by legislation and its chances 
are poor. Congress under no circum-
stances would be more generous with the 
w a r worker than the veteran, and the 
mustering-out pay already in effect is far 
f r o m lavish. M r . Golden's proposal, how-
ever, could be based on a cost-plus ar-
rangement wi th industry. T h i s has been 
suggested but has not been given an over-
favorable reception. 
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