Here in Washington .

By Rilla Schroeder

’I‘HE success of Allied arms in Europe

breught a flustered Congress back to

Washington to consider postwar legisla-
tion, First in importance, of course, were
the unemployment compensation bills, it
being generally conceded that we are go-

ing to have a lot of dislocation after the

shooting stops.

The liberal if loosely comtmLted Mur-
ray-Kilgore bill went down to defeat in
the Senate, where the highly inadequate
George bill was passed in less time than it
often takes to get through a simple claims
bill.
mittee pruned the measure still further,
notably the section granting unemploy-
ment compensation to federal employes,
and then sent it to the floor where efforts

to liberalize some of its worst features

promise to meet with small success.
The bill sets up an Office of War Mo-
bilization and Reconversion, in line with
the suggestion made in the Baruch-Han-
cock report, which will absorb a number
of existing agencies. The bill specifically

names the Office of Contract Settlement,

and the Surplus Property Administration.
As it came from the Senate, it included

“also the Retraining, and Reemployment

Administration, but the House Committee
on Ways and Means changed that. As
there is strong feeling on the subject in
the House, the committee may be over-
ridden on this point. It would not be
surprising, indeed, to see the House add
a few other agencies to the three. -The
House very definitely feels that the post-
war program should be more or less cen-
tralized. .
+ .+

THE MOVEMENT TO'MODERNIZE CON-
gressional procedures received its first tan-
gible encouragement with the passage of
.the Maloney-Monroney resolution by the
Senate. The resolution sets up a bi-par-
tisan Senate-House committee authorized
to make a survey of the antiquated or-
ganization of Congress and to make
recominendations for improvements with
‘the “view of simplifying ‘them and im-
proving relations with other branches of
the government.” )

1f such a committee actually is named
(the bill has yet to win House approval)
it probably will include in its study many
of the specific programs for reform in-
cluded in the Kefauver bill and similar
measures. The Kefauver 1)}'oposal pro-
vides for the regular appearance of Cabi-
net members before Congress, as is the
British practice.

Representative A, S. 1\4 Monroney of
Oklahoma, sponsor of the House bill, has
been pressing for action on the legislation
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“and so on,

~dling of highly technical matters,

The House Ways and Means Com-

for months. The young man feels very
strongly on the subject, and is confident
that many of the troubles of Congress
are due to the fact that it operates un-
der a system of committees, procedures,
many of which were estab-
lished before the Spanish-American. War.
He is concerned, also, over the entirely in-
adequate help given Congress in the han-
He
himself is a member of the House Bank-
ing and Currency Committee which, he
says, handles legislation dealing with
world monetary problems and yet has no

one ou its staff who knows anything about

the eubject
+ * <+
CONGRESS HAVING AMENDED THE
service vote law to permit members of- the
armed forces to know what is going on

-back home, the army has scrapped its com-

plicated system for keeping politics out of
government-sponsored reading matter for
GI Joe. Critics had accused the army of
using the legislation as a reason for “cen-
soring” (“screening” is the army word)

newspapers, magazines, books, and movies, .

The net result was, however, that so far
as soldiers in training camps and over-
seas knew, the election this vear had been
called off.

The fact that Congress has reconsidered
is not going to help a lot in many in-
stances. It is a long way to some of the
spots where G1 Joe now hangs his hat and
it is improbable that much of the un-
censored stuff will reach these remote
fronts or bases before election. Anyway,
he can read about it afterward.

+ + e

A prROPOSAL TO REVIVE THE CIVILIAN
Conservation Corps is gaining a favorable
ear in Congress. Remembering all the
brickbats once hurled at that agency, it is
interesting to note that Congress now

- agrees, or, at least, some Congressmen do,

that it did a good job and that a new
CCC will be needed after the war.

¢+

So MANY HEADACHES HAVE DE-
veloped in connection with the adminis-
tration of the Servicemen’s Readjustment
Act {see page 243) that the agencies in-
volved probably will appeal to Congress
for clarification. Congress gave the

Veterans Administration the primary re-

sponsibility for carrying out the provisions
of the act, but failed to specify clearly just
how the VA should delegate authority.

‘Obviously, much of the authority must be

delegated, as the” VA has neither the
facilities nor the background to perform
many of the chores involved. It may be

necessary to amend the act, but any ques-

tion of changes in the measure itself seems
likely to be held over until after election.
Some of the points involved are considered
political dynamite.

The VA thought the educational fea—
tures of the act would be relatlvely simple
to handle, since these meant, as that
agency saw it, ‘merely an elaboration of
the existing VA program for veterans
with service connected disabilities, How-
ever, some of the state colleges object to

. accepting’ veterans. ol the same basis as

other native sons. 'The VA insists that if
a veteran was entitled to schooling at his
state’s expense before he went into the'
service, he is entitled to it after he is dis-’
charged. The Veterans Administration
is willing to pay his allotment and ‘other

“items but tuition to a state college, “No.”

- * *

HEARINGS ON THE BILL TO CREATE A
permanent Fair Employment Practice
Committee have been postponed in the
House until after election. The Senate
is going ahead, election or noelection.
However, an earlv vote in either housé
now seems unlikely.

' -+ ¢

THe seLEcTION OF JuLius A, Kru6
as executive vice-chairman of the War
Production Board, to succeed Charles E.
Wilson, is hailed as a victory for the
liberals in WPB. Mr. Krug had been
with the agency before he resigned to go
into the navy, and his resignation was
generally rumored to have been inspired
by his disagreements .with some of the
non-liberals. Before ' joining the WPR
staff, he was an official of the Tennessee
Valley Authority, and back of that he has
a long record as a public utility adminis-
trator.

+* * *

THr Unrren MiNg WORKERS ARE
calling attention tg the 50,000 persons
over ‘sixty-five who have gane back to
work, cutting themselves off the old-age
pension rolls to take war jobs. Under the

" law, written to discourage oldsters from
-reentering the labor market, these persons

are ‘now paying social security . taxes
which will be of no benefit to them when
they again retire. The law automatically

. freezes 'the amount of their benefits at the

time they were originally computed.
When they- return to the pension rolls
they will receive the, same benefit paid
when they left, regardless of the-addi-

-tional money they have earned, or the ad-

ditional taxes they have paid. An amend-
ment to the Social Security Act to correct
the injustice is advocated by the miners.
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Reconversion
STORM warning to states and

communities is implicit in recent
statements from the War Manpower
Commission on war industry cut-backs
after Germany’s surrender. - The WMC
estimates that within, thirty days after
victory in Europe 3,500,000 to 4,000,000
war workers will be laid off. Wailliam R.
Haber,
has stated ‘that he believes most of the
workers affected will have jobs in civilian
production within three or four months.
J. A. Krug, acting chairman of the War
"Production Board, has'also gone on record
" as believing that industrial change-over
from a war to a peace footing will be a
-matter of only “three or four months,”
particularly in automobiles.
But to community agencies which, even
through the labor shortage of war years,
have not forgotten the hard lessons  of

the Thutles temporary dislocation on so-

large a scale spells “problems.” Even with
unemployment insurance and a back log
of war bonds, laid-off workers and their
" families face a period of reduced standards
of living, and a resulting need for com-
munity services. In thousands of cases,
the end of his present job will start the
worker.on an immediate trek back to the
home he left only “for the duration.”
“Clearly, V-Day in Europe will initiate a
period of readjustment and complex de-
mands, for which community plans and
“preparations should .be made \Vlthout de-
lay

" Re-Schooling
A N appeal for special educational pro-

grams to meet the postwar needs of
youths who have taken war jobs before
finishing school was made by the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers at its annual
convention. In a thoroughly discussed
resolution covering vocational training
and rehabilitation, the teachers noted that
-many girls and bovs under seventeen had
cut short their -education for war work.
As adopted, the resolution .suggests to all
locals "of the Federation that they help
prepare plans for out-of-school young peo-

ple, including statewide counseling and.

guidance services, classes in applied arts
and science, the introduction of flexible
part time and términal courses especially
adapted to this group, and the reestab-
lishment of a program similar to the
Civilian Conservation Corps.

The Children’s Buréau of the U. S.

Department of Labor, also concerned with
youth’s postwar problems; has-put for-

i
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assistant director of the WMGC,

ward a four- pomt program, aimed “to
cushion the impact of reconversion, to
regain opportunities for school attendance,'

~and better to equip the nation’s young
people for dealing with economic and per- °
- sonal problems of the postwar world.” .

This program includes: full enforcement
of existing federal and state child labor
laws; revision of state laws “to provide
a sixteen-year minimum age for employ-
ment In -any occupation during school
hours and in factory work at any, time’ ;
educational allowances in lieu of unem-

- ployment compensation benefits for young

workers returning to school; planning of
other measures of helping young persons
resume their education, including student
aid. .
A Civil Liberties Case
CSR,EFUGEES in  America from
America,” is the way the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People characterizes the present

* situation of four former residents of New

Iberia, La.

In calling attention to a vio-
lation of civil liberties which has not
been widely reported, the NAACP em-
phasizes the fact that in this instance the
infringement was not by an irresponsible
mob, but by local law enforcement and
school officials.

The case involves four Negro leaders
who, until last May, lived in New Iberia;
a town of 15,000, about 125 miles west
of New Orleans. One of the men was a
teacher, one an elderly retired insurance
agent, one a dentist, and one a physician.
All four had taken part in forming a

" local branch of the NAACP and a parish

credit union. The issue arose over the

activities of J. Leo Hardy, former in-

surance agent, in trying to secure a weld-
ing school for Negroes in-the community.

A welding school, apened in the fall of
1941, admitted only white students. For
more than a year, potential Negro welders
tried to secure training facilities, and
finally a protest was sent to the War
Manpower Commission. After represen:
tatives of the WMC, and later a field
examiner of the Fair Employment Prac-

" tices Committee, visited New lberia, a

class for Negroes was started. Trouble

followed almost imrilecl_iately.
The NAACP offers affidavits in proof

of the “punishment” meted out to the
four Negro leaders. In a meeting with
the sheriff ‘and the supefintendent of
schools, to which he was summoned, Mr.
Hardy was threatened and ordered out of
town.. The next day he was set upon by
the sheriff-and a deputy, kicked and badly

- serjous. A

beaten. Each of the other three was man-

-handled by deputy sheriffs, though with

less violence. Finally, all four were sepa-
rately taken out of town ordered to
“move and keep moving,” threatened with
death if they returned to their homes.
Today, like the other refugees in our

_midst, the four are trying to make new

starts in other communities. Meanwhile,
the legal department of the NAACP has
lodged a protest with the Department of
Justice. So far, the NAACP points out,
no action has been takén to reinstate
these “American refugees,” nor to punish
those responsible for their plight.

Reductio ad absurdum

‘CURRENT attack on the. U. 5.
"Children’s Bureau might ' become
congressional bill (H.R.
4663), introduced by Representative A.
.. Miller of Nebraska, which would
transfer all of the. bureau’s health func-
tions to the U. S. Public Health Service,
was given formal support by the House

‘of Delegates of the American Medical

Association last June. A recent statement,

‘widely publicized, in the Journal of Pedia-

trics, announcing the opposition of the
Academy of Pediatrics to the Children’s
Bureau program, is further evidence of
aggressive support behind the Miller bill.

The opposition grows directly out of
the bureau’s administration of Emergency
Matérnity and Infant Care, providing
medical, nursing, and “hospital care for
wives and infants of men in the four
lowest pay grades of the armed services.
The program has $42,800,000 ‘budgeted
for 1943, to be spent through grants to
state health agencies.

The Children’s Bureau does not set

‘standards for the medical care for which

payment is made. Authority to do so was
eliminated from the original bill, mainly
because of oiganized opposition from
osteopaths. But the bureau does insist
that the states pay the physician or hos-

- pital or specialist directly for services ren-

dered, instead of making a cash grant to
the serviceman’s wife. Each state, in sub-

- mitting .to the bureau for approval the

plan for administration, must recommend
a scale of .fees.

Therein lies the crux of the controversy,
for direct payment for services to physi-
cians, in.accordance with a fixed scale of
fees, is regarded by some members of the
medical profession as opening a crack in
the doorway of socialized medicine.

The whole controversy would be ab-
surd if it did not represent a real danger
to more than one going program. The.
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