
political book notes 
Public affairs books to be published in September 

American Dreams: Lost and Found. Studs 
Terkel. Pantheon, $14.95. 
The American Establishment. Leonard Silk, 
Mark Silk. Basic, $13.95. In this book, thelatest 
attempt to  reduce American society to a set of 
flash cards, everything boils down to the mighty 
monoliths of Business, Government, and what 
the authors call “the third force, the Establish- 
ment.” Three separate and distinct entities, with 
no interlocking directorships. Small wonder 
poor Nelson Rockefeller was so confused. 

The Silks’ book consists of a long-winded 
dissertation on what the word “Establishment” 
means, followed by brisk but aimless sketches 
of its standard-bearers-Harvard, -The New 
York Times, the Ford Foundation, Brookings. 
The authors lay on with a trowel their notion 
that Harvard is the central institution of the 
cosmos, if not beyond. The entire Establish- 
ment, they say, “can trace its roots t o  a real 
religious establishment, the Unitarian Church 
of Massachusetts,” simply because Harvard 
was once Unitarian. 

After going to  great lengths to color-code the 
behavior of Establishment forces, the Silks 
make no effort to suggest what any of it has to 
d o  with anything. Among their limp conclu- 
sions: “Prestige counts. When the Establish- 
ment talks, people listen. An echo chamber 
seems t o  exist out there in the country for what 
the Establishment says.” 

-Gregg Easterbrook 
Counting Our Blessings: Reflections on the 
Future of America. Daniel Patrick Moynihan. 
Little, Brown. $12.95. 
Crackers. Roy Blount, Jr. Knopf; $10.95. Even 
if you never want to read another word about 
Billy. . . or anyone else name of Carter. , , don’t 
let that keep you away from Crackers. What- 
ever it is you’re doing that seems so terribly 
important, put it down and go get yourself a 
copy of this book and about nine cold cans of 
Pearl beer and all your old Chuck Berry 
records, and send the kids off to play with their 
friends so you can sit somewhere comfortable 
and laugh out loud without feeling self-con- 
scious. Be grateful to the South for producing 
writers like Roy Blount, and promise yourself 
not to  feel guilty if you never read another word 
on the op-ed page of the Times. 

Blount lives in the North now and hangs out 
with some suspicious people in Manhattan and 
worries too much about explaining himself to  
them. A.J. Liebling observed that “Southern 
politicians, like sweet corn, travel badly.” 
Southern journalists run the same risk. Read 
Blount now, while the kernels are still full of 
juice and texture. --Thomas N .  Bethel1 

Entropy: A New World View. Jeremy Rijlcin 
with Ted Howard. Viking, $10.95. 

Empire as a Way of Life. William Appleman 
Williams, Oxford, $14.95. Historians perform a 
valuable service. They tell us which things 
Don’t Count. The things that Don’t Count for 
Williams are any instances when the United 
States behaved morally. 

The author’s thesis is that “imperialism is the 
opiate of the American people.” All U.S. 
history, t o  him, has been one uninterrupted 
progression of a fiendish “apocalyptic imperial 
strategy” to subjugate the world. 

There have been, of course, far too many 
times-the Spanish-American War, Chile, 
Iran-when pure lust overcame the principles 
we claim to represent. But to  conclude from this 
that our sole national yearning is to ”take 
wealth and freedom away from others,” as  
Williams maintains, is like concluding that 
anyone who has eaten chocolate speaks Dutch. 

Williams dismisses as  Don’t Count the in- 
convenient fact that we have not made a move 
against our wealthiest and most desirable 
neighbor, Canada, since 1812. Is there another 
country anywhere whose last war with a rich 
and vulnerable neighbor is 170 years in the past? 
If imperialism is our “opiate,” someone’s not 
passing the pipe. 

Particularly awkward for Williams’s analysis 
is the greatest single argument in favor of 
America as, generally, a moral nation. Namely, 
our almost serene inactivity from 1945 to 1949. 
The U.S. had a churning industrial machine 
reamed out to full capacity, while the rest of the 
world was still smoldering; we had the irresist- 
ible atom bomb and the means t o  deliver it. We 
could have brought the world to its knees. We 
didn’t even try. 

That America didn’t attack Russia, didn’t 
nuke the Maoist hordes, and didn’t annex 
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LWNGTON BOOKS 

Destruction of Nuclear Energy Facilities in War 
The Problem and the Implications 
Bennett Ramberg, 
University of California, Los Angeles 
The vulnerability of nuclear plants is a seriously 
neglected strategic problem bearing major 
implications for energy policy and international 
politics. Drawing on a wealth of technical informa- 
tion, Ramberg examines the ecological, biological, 
engineering, and political problems, and he 
recommends changes in design, national policies, 
and international law to mitigate the dangers. 
224pp. ISBN 0.669.03767-2 $19.50 

Paths to Political Reform 
edited by William J. Crotty, 
Northwestern University 
A Policy Studies Organization Book 
Distinguished contributors examine the 
electoral process and weigh the implica- 
tions of proposed reforms in campaign- 
finance regulation, voter registration, the 
party system, and the electoral college. 

Public Policy and the Family 
Wives and Mothers in the Labor Force 
2. 1. Giraldo, North Carolina 
Department of Administration 
How large a role has public policy played 
in changing family life in the United 
States? Giraldo examines economic, 
social, and legal changes in families and 
measures the effectiveness of such 
legislation as the “marriage tax,” state 
and federal equal rights amendments, 
and day care. 

Tokyo and Washington 
Dilemmas of a Mature Alliance 
Frederick L. Shiels, Mercy College 
Reviewing an unusually stable alliance, 
Shiels considers the psychological 
stresses and attractions as well as the 
economic, military, and domestic political 
developments influencing past and 
future ties. 

400pp. ISBN 0-669.02395-7 $26.95 

2 4 0 ~ ~ .  ISBN 0-669-03762-1 $22.95 

Fall 1980 ISBN 0-669-03378-2 

Network Television and the 
Public Interest 
A Preliminary Inquiry 
edited by Michael Botein and David Rice, 
New York Law School 
Foreword by Charles D. Ferris 
A comprehensive overview of the 
economic, social, and legal aspects of 
the rapidly changing television industry. 
Specific issues include the networks’ 
decision-making processes, FCC 
regulatory policies, recent first 
amendment decisions, and the impact of 
broadcasting satellites and cable 
television. 

The Law and Politics of Abortion 
edited by Carl E. Schneider and 
Maris A. Vinovskis, Michigan Law 
Review Association 
Case analyses and legal perspectives on 
abortion-policy issues ranging from the 
legal status of the fetus through 
abortion-funding cases to the issue’s 
impact on voting behavior. 

Fall 1980 ISBN 0-669-02927-0 

320pp. ISBN 0.669-03366-3 $15.95 

In Washington, D.C., these books are 
available at: 

Sidney Kramer Bookstore 
1722 H Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 298-9010 

Lexington 
(617) 862-6650 (21 2) 924-6460 Books 
LexingtonBooks, D. C. Heath and Company 
125 Spring Street, Lexington, MA 02173 

Call our toll-free number, 800 428-8071 HEATH 
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