The Strategic Metals War: The
Current Crisis and Your Invest-
ment Opportunities. James E.
Sinclair, Robert Parker. Crown,
$17.50. Yet another book that offers
dire warnings of an impending
resource shortage—and then glee-
fully tells you how to make a bundle
off it. This time the subject is
strategic metals such as manganese,
vanadium, and chrome. Since only
a few countries have such minerals,
notably the Soviet Unionand South
Africa, the United States is highly
vulnerable to any sudden reduction
of supply.

So on one hand the authors
endorse various means to head off
this crisis: building up our strategic
stockpiles, relaxing mining restric-
tions in the United States, smooth-
ing relations with South Africa,
unilaterally declaring that Ameri-
can firms have a right to mine the
seabeds. But what happens if these
suggestions are followed, and the
much-vaunted crisis is thwarted?
Those much-vaunted investment
opportunities vanish. This explains
why the part of the book written
with the deepest feeling is the one

A potent antidote to the supply-
side nonsense on which the
calamities of Reaganomics are
shakily founded. Anyone to the
left of Milton Friedman will be
impressed.”—Robert Lekachman
“An uncommonly incisive anal-
ysis. . . .This is an important book,
one that might well set the agenda
for the future of social policy.”
—Herbert Gintis
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that offers the most lucrative
possibilities for would-be investors:
increased aggressiveness by the
Soviet Union, continued escalation
in U.S. defense spending, and
political instability in South Africa.

—Thomas Freedman

Thinking about National Security:
Defense and Foreign Policy in a
Dangerous World. Harold Brown.
Westview/[ Hearst, $17.95. Jimmy
Carter’s former defense secretary
has produced a reasonable, intelli-
gent, and passionless tour of foreign
policy, military, and arms control
issues. He sketches out once again
the major differences between the
Carterand Reagan defense policies,
and while he certainly knows his
subject far more intimately than
Weinberger or Reagan, he often
ends up with similar conclusions.
The book is a constant reminder of
the narrow consensus that prevails
on national security policies.
Brown does offer a few good
suggestions—for example, the
replacement of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff with a unified generalstaff that
would be less prone to inter-
service rivalries. But those looking
for a memoir will be disappointed;
the names Carter and Reagan
appear rarely; Brzezinski, Vance,
Weinberger, and Haig not at all.
This is unfortunate, for it often
makes Brown’s book read like a
Foreign Affairs article written by a
twice-a-year visitor to Washington
rather than a veteran of twodecades
of bureaucratic wars at the highest
levels of government.
— Ronald Brownstein

The Way the World Works: How
Economies Fail and Succeed. Jude
Wanniski. Simon & Schuster,
$34.50/85.95.

U.S.S.R. in Crisis. Marshall 1.
Goldman. Norton, $15. In spite of
rhetoric that alternates between
leaving the the Russians “ontheash
heap of history” and expressions of
hope about Yuri Andropov be-
cause of his musical and literary
tastes, Goldman’s book on the
problems of the Soviet economy is
refreshing. The organized planning
model made dogma by Stalin has
proved a straightjacket, Goldman
observes, and not only is Soviet
industry capt ve to “gigantoman-

ia”—stressing quantity of goods
rather than needs and quality—but
the communists have beenin power
for so long that the Soviet people
are utterly disoriented when they
are forced to make their own
economic decisions. Bureaucratic
turf protection and the Kremlin’s
fear of a Soviet version of Solidari-
ty make fundamental changes
unlikely—which should work to
our benefit, assuming we learn how
to reform our own obsolete and
poorly run industries.

—Charlie Euchner

What about the Russians and
Nuclear War? Ground Zero Pro-
ject. Pocket Books, 847.40.

Working Together. John Sim-
mons, William Mares. Knopf,
$15.95. Ata time whenfactoriesare
closing and corporate profits are
dropping, Simmons and Mares
present a convincing, if somewhat
optimistic, case that workplace
democracy can boost American
productivity. They tell American
management what Japanese man-
agement haslong known:soliciting
worker input can be profitable.
(“American managers tend to be
too authoritarian,” as one astute
Japanese businessman observed.)
They also remind skeptical union
leaders that employee ownership
and/or participation can stave off
plant closings.

Drawing on interviews with both
labor and management, the au-
thors describe the troubles and
successes of dozens of worker
participation plans, from GM’s
Chevrolet Gear and Axle Plant in
Detroit to the small Donnelly
Mirrors in Holland, Michigan.
Despite the authors’jubilation over
these programs, it should be keptin
mind that current forms of worker
participation are hardly radical—
they give workers input over daily
production problems and person-
nel decisions but generally not
whether management should use
the company’staxsavingstobuyup
department stores or to upgrade
their plants. Still, if the trends the
authors cite persist, “Quality of
work-life” programs that increase
worker participation may become
one of the private sector’s mantras
in the eighties.

— Nina Faston
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A POLE APART

The Emerging Issue
of Antarctica

By Philip W. Quigg

“A prime addition to any Ant-
arctica collection...com-
bines essential information
with a host of unsuspected
implications.... Under the
1961 Antarctic Treaty, military
activity has been banned and
territorial claims postponed
while scientific research has
proceeded without impedi-
ment; a rare instance of coop-
eration among the U.S.,
USSR, and other antagonistic
nations. But the prospect of
resources-exploitation now
poses new questions—envi-
ronmental, economic, and
political.” —Kirkus Reviews

“Readable, well documented,
and timely. Recommended.”
—Library Journal

A Twentieth Century Fund
Report /7 $19.95

DEVELOPMENT
WITHOUT AID

Growth, Poverty
and Government

By Melvyn B. Krauss

Is well-intentioned U.S. aid
actually hindering the devel-
opment of Third World na-
tions? Yes, says a leading
economist, who “cites Hong
Kong, Singapore, Taiwan,
and South Korea as examples
of how...major growth oc-
curred only after aid was sub-
stantially reduced.”

—Policy Digest
“This bare-fisted attack raises

many important questions.”
—Library Journal $17.95

DIPLOMACY

By Adam Watson

“A major study of communica-
tions among the states and
diplomacy’s vital role in ob-
taining worid goals.... Stu-
dents of politics and world
history and diplomats them-
selves will find it an invaluable
tool.”

—United Press International

“The most penetrating study
in many years.” —The Times
Literary Supplement $19.95
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Please send me the following books:

| enclose check or money order totaling $

- copy(ies) of A POLE APART by Philip W. Quigg @
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THE CUBAN
THREAT

By Carla Anne Robbins

How dangerous is Cubato us?
This timely book separates
the reality from the myth be-
hind a major concern of U.S.
policy makers and Presidents
over the past two decades.

The Reagan administration
has charged Havana with pro-
viding arms and training for
revolutionaries in Nicaragua
and El Salvador. A recent
State Department report ac-
cuses the Cubans of estab-
lishing a drug smuggling ring
to finance guerrilla activities
throughout the hemisphere.
How accurate are these alle-
gations? What impact should
they have on our future policy
decisions? This important
new book offers some illumi-
nating answers. $17.95
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