
of more than a half-million pages. 
U.S. District Judge Johh T. Curtin has already 

ruled that the liability provisions of the 1980 Super- 
fund law apply to Occidental, even though Hooker 
sold the dump in 1953. Occidental has countered that 
the local, state, and federal governments should ab- 
sorb Love Canal’s costs, arguing that the dump 
would not have leaked if it hadn’t been disturbed by 
construction of streets, sewers, and the 99th Street 
School. And it challenges the wisdom of government 
actions, beginning with the 1978 evacuation. “The 
whole second emergency declaration was un- 
necessary,’’ says Steven K. Yablonski, an attorney 
for Occidental. 

Whatever the court outcome, it’s unlikely to do 
much for folks like Nunzio LoVerdi, who recently 

moved out of the public housing complex after a long 
campaign to save it from demolition crews. The 
Niagara Falls Housing Authority plans to raze the 
$7 million complex this fall because it deteriorated 
during the years federal and state officials spent 
studying the neighborhood’s safety. 

Shortly before giving up the fight, LoVerdi visited 
the edge of the Love Canal field, near the brick 
leachate treatment building that filters waste ooz- 
ing from the dump. It was the spot where then- 
candidate A1 Gore was scheduled to speak, before 
his advance people spotted all those photogenic 
drums a little farther up the fence. 

LoVerdi was unimpressed. “This is all we’ve had 
for 10 years,” he said, “political promises and peo- 

0 ple coming here to use Love Canal.” 
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