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WHAT SHOULD WE TELL 
OUR CHILDREN ABOUT 
VIETNAM ? 
Bill McCloud 
When McCloud posed this pro- 
vocative question to the people 
who directed, fought, protested, 
and reported the war, responses 
poured in from all over the coun- 
try and all walks of life. Some 
were embittered, some were rue- 
ful, some almost elegiac, but 
every respondent took the ques- 
tion with highest seriousness. 
From the responses 128 letters 
were selected for this book. Con- 
tributors include: George Bush, 
Jimmy Carter, Barry Gold- 
water, Timothy Leary, Kurt 
Vonnegut, William C. West- 
moreland, Henry Kissinger, and 
121 others. 

$17.95 

THE AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE IN 
VIETNAM 
A Reader 
Edited by Grace Sevy 
This unique collection provides a 
basic for understanding the com- 
plex social. political, and moral 
crises that traumatized the 
American body politic for more 
than a decade. It is geared to 
stimulate thoughtful discussion 
of the American disaster in 
Vietnam. 

$24.95 

and neither by itself will do. That’s 
why old-style New Journalism cannot 
be resurrected. As Goldstein percep- 
tively writes, the techniques of New 
Journalism “were refined at the 
moment when we first began to grap- 
ple with the power of mass media to 
standardize experience, and its 
embrace of subjectivity was an 
attempt to resist this processed con- 
sensus.” But tactics that worked in the 
sixties today have curdled into the 
automatic and mindless first person or 
the canned eccentricity of a Gerald0 
Rivera. The smoothly tailored pseudo- 
personal voice that fills today’s slick 
magazines might as well be machine- 
made-a voice devoid of critical self- 
awareness, a voice as ignorant as it is 
smug. Now that many reporters have 
adopted the spiteful kvetch as their 
voice, the question isn’t whether sub- 
jectivity in journalism is a good idea, 
but what kind? 

-Todd Gitlin 

A Feas t  f o r  Lawyers:  Ins ide  
Chapter 11: An Expose. Sol Stein. 
M .  Evans & Co., $18.95. What pur- 
ports to be a case study of three com- 
panies that filed for Chapter 11 is 
mostly an anguished personal account 
of what happened to the author’s own 
company, Stein and Day Publishers, 
after it was forced to seek protection 
from its creditors. 

Far from the “protection” that the 
bankruptcy law supposedly offers, 
Stein soon discovers that Chapter 11 
has put him at the mercy of greedy 
lawyers, bumbling judges, and vindic- 
tive claimants bent on his destruction. 
The whole process has nothing to do 
with restoring his company to health 
or even with getting the best deal for 
his creditors. In the end, the poor man 
and his wife (she’s Day) lose every- 
thing. The publishing company is sold 
off for a pittance, perfectly saleable 
books are prohibited from being sold, 
the authors have no recourse, the cred- 
itors are shortchanged, everyone 
involved has wasted time and money 
on silly motions and hearings, and 
Stein is a pitiable wreck who can’t 
even cash a check at the grocery store. 

In this “madhouse rather than a 
place of healing,” which is how Stein 
comes to view Chapter 11, the only 
real winners are the judicial bureau- 

crats and, of course, the lawyers, who 
are cynically padding fees all along, 
the only skill at which they truly 
excel. 

His company’s legal bills for one 
year of Chapter 1 1 ,  Stein estimates, 
exceeded those of a quarter-century of 
normal operations. 

This polemic would be more effec- 
tive if  i t  weren’t for Stein himself. 
Once he gets up a full head of outrage, 
he complains about everything, even 
that law firms play music over their 
telephones while they put him on 
hold. Eventually, he gets around to 
slamming his town’s zoning board for 
refusing approval to turn Stein and 
Day headquarters into a housing 
development, which would have 
increased its value as an asset. As he 
rails against this “unconstitutional 
deprivation of property,” you begin to 
suspect that Stein himself may be 
something of a first-class pain in the 
patootie. 

As Stein stands to address one of his 
least-favorite lawyers with “Mr. Borri, 
when you’ve been in Who’s Who for 
30 years you can talk to me that way 
and not until then,” you may even feel 
a stirring of sympathy for his numer- 
ous enemies. By now, you’re not sur- 
prised that this innocent victim has, on 
page after page, managed to bring out 
the worst in so many people. 

Still, in the end, the point is made: 
Chapter 11 is a cure that’s often dead- 
lier than the disease; if a company was 
in trouble before it  sought protection, 
it’s a likely goner afterwards. If the 
whole Chapter 1 1  setup is based on 
the premise that it ought to be a pun- 
ishment for people who can’t pay their 
bills, then it works. Stein suffered! 
The lawyers collected for his sins! But 
then, that’s money that might have 
gone to creditors or to keeping the 
business going. 

What’s needed, he argues, is a less 
combative arena for helping troubled 
companies figure out how to survive, 
similar to the no-fault proceedings 
that have taken some of the useless 
courtroom bickering out of divorce. 
Already there are turnaround experts 
who specialize in bringing companies 
back. Why not  get them more 
involved in Chapter 1 I ?  At least put a 
cap on the legal fees. 

-John Rorhchild 
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BUREAUCRACY 
What Government Agencies Do and Why 
They Do It 
JAMES Q. WILSON 
‘Wilson is our Weber, and this is his summa .... A 
sprightly, irreverent and profoundly serious 
enquiry as to how you make a nation work.” - 
DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN $24.95 

JUSTICE, GENDER, AND 
THE FAMILY 
SUSAN MOLLER OKlN 
”The first sustained feminist account of dis- 
tributive justice: a brilliantly argued and highly 
persuasive critique of current theories followed 
by a radical but by no means utopian program 
for social change. Justice, Gender, and the Family 
is a splendid book.” -MICHAEL WALZER, 
author of Just and Unjust Wars and Spheres of 
Justice $19.95 

LIVES OF COURAOE 
Women for a New South Africa 
DIANA E.H. RUSSELL 
”Russell exposes us to the burning fire of women 
who are not prepared to wait for matters to be 
decided for them. Their stories utterly refute 
those who believe an individual cannot make a 
difference. This remarkable book is a manifesto 
of hope. May it be an inspiration to many.”- 
ARCHBISHOP DESMOND M. TUTU $22.95 

PLAGUES AND POLITICS 
The Story of the United States Public 
k h h  service 
FITZHUGH MULLAN, M.D. 
“A compelling account and a fascinating one. I 
commend it to the attention of my successors as 
Surgeon General as well as to the people of 
America.”-SURGEON GENERAL C. EVER- 
ETTKOOP $26.95 

OUARDIANS OF THE 
ARSENAL 
The Pdifics of Nuclecrr S m e g y  
JANNE E. NOLAN 
”Because Janne Nolan is so knowledgeable, she 
is able to pull back the curtain on the nuclear 
theologians, revealing the naked political 
struggles behind their obscurantist wizardry. 
Her well-grounded realism is especially pene- 
trating when aimed at the conservative fantasia 
of an astrodome defense in outer space.” - 
SIDNEY BLUMENTHAL $21.95 
A New Republic Book 

THE MYTH OF 
HETEROSEXUAL AIDS 
MICHAEL FUMENTO 
“A signal contribution to our understanding of 
the AIDS epidemic in the United States.” 

former Chief Epidemiologist, Centers for Dis- 
ease Control $22.95 
A New Republic Book 

-ALEXANDERD. LANGMUIR,M.D.,M.P.H., 

THE PRIVATIZATION 
DECISION 
Public Ends, h i e  Means 
JOHN D. DONAHUE 
“Sweeps away premises and prejudices that have 
long confounded the privatization debate, and 
offers practical guidelines for when and how 
public functions usefully can be turned over to 
the private sector. A political-economic tour de 
force.” -ROBERT B. REICH $22.95 

YEAR OF THE HEROIC 
OUE RRl LLA 
W d  Revo/uhn and C o u n i e d ~  
in 1968 
ROBERT V. DANIELS 
“An even-handed look at the social upheavals 
experienced in the U.S., France, Czechoslovakia, 
China,and other countries during the 1960s .... As 
Daniels convincingly shows, each in its own way 
irreversibly changed national thinking and 
expectations.”-Publishers Weekly $21.95 

At your bookstore. 
Or call toll-free 1-800-638-3030. 
Major credit cards accepted. 
BASIC BOOKS, INC. 
I 10 East 53rd Strdt ,  New York 10022 

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



Making Laws and Making News 
Media Strategies in the U.S. House 
of Representatives 
Timothy E. Cook 
Has media attention turned legislative work horses into 
publicity-seeking show horses or has the media’s impact 
on legislating been vastly exaggerated? Cook describes 
an interactive relationship that strongly affects both the 
news and the kinds of laws enacted. 
“NO other book covers this highly important aspect of 
contemporary politics as masterfully. Cook‘s study will 
be the standard source in this field for the foreseeable 
future.” Doris A. Graber, University of Illinois at 
Chicago cloth $26.95 

Keeping a Watchful Eye 
The Polit&s o f  Congressional Oversight 
Joel D. Aberbach 
Aberbach focuses on the conditions that give rise to 
oversight and details how Congress gets information 
about federal departments, agencies, and commissions 
and the programs they adrmnister. cloth $28.95 

Tax Reform 
The Rich and the Poor  
Joseph A. Pechman 
Pechman updated this collection ofhis selected essays to 
address recent tax reform efforts as well as such funda- 
mental issues as the distribution of tax burdens, income 
and consumption taxes, and social security. After focus- 
ing on U.S. tax policy, he includes an analysis of foreign 
tax systems. paper $14.95 

New Federalism 
Intergovernmental Reform from 
Nixon to Reagan 
Timothy Conlan 
“. . . provides compelling evidence that understanding 
the politics of federalism is a key to unlocking the 
mysteries of the American policy process.” John F. 
Bibby, University of Wsconsin-Milwaukee 

cloth $34.95 /paper $15.95 

Reforming the Soviet Economy 
:quality versus Eficiency 
3d A. Hewett 
‘. . . an impressive study. I t  should quickly become the 
m k  of choice on Mikhail Gorbachev and the Soviet 
xonomy. . . .” 7he New York Times Book R e 9 b  

cloth $36.95 / paper $16.95 

at bookstores orfvom 

China’s Second Revolution 
Reform after Mao  
Harry Harding 
“. . . the first comprehensive analysis of .  . . the post-Mao 
decade.” Los AnJeles Times Book Review 
“Mr. Harry Harding is unusual among the young crop of 
China-watchers. . . . [He] has kept an eye for the big 
picture.” 7he Economist cloth $32.95 / paper $12.95 
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