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Soclal Polu:v in the
United States

Future Possibilities in Historical Perspective

Theda Skocpol

In this wide-ranging collection of essays, Theda Skocpol shows
how historical understanding can illuminate the limits and possibili-
ties of American social policymaking both past and present.

Readers will be surprised at many of the findings of this
volume. For example, Skocpol dispels the myth that Americans
are inherently hostile to governmental social spending, and her
insights from the past illuminate many other issues of our time.

“Social Policy in the United States bears out Theda
Skocpol's reputation as the preeminent scholar of the his-
tory of social policymaking in the United States. . . . Those
involved in today’s debates over health policy, welfare re-
form, and employment programs will very much appreci-
ate Skocpol’s incisive analysis.”

—William Julius Wilson, author of The Truly Disadvantaged

“[Skocpol's] explanations of the peculiar evolution of
the American welfare state are valuable . . . for all those who
wish to learn from the past to make wiser policy choices for
the future.”—Derek Bok, former President, Harvard University
Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives

Cloth: $29.951SBN 0-691-03786-8

Myth and Measurement

The New Economics of the Minimum Wage

David Card and Alan B. Krueger

David Card and Alan B. Krueger have already made national news
with their pathbreaking research on the minimum wage. Here they
present a powerful new challenge to the conventional view that
higher minimum wages reduce jobs for low-wage workers.

In @ work that has important implications for public policy, the
authors present a battery of evidence showing that increases in the
minimum wage lead to increases in pay, but no loss in jobs. This
book will shift the terms of the debate on the minimum wage in
Washington and in state legislatures throughout the country.

“This pathbreaking book suggests that economists know
less about what the invisible hand is up to than they let
on.”—Richard Freeman, London School of Economics
Cloth: $29.95ISBN 0-691-04390-6
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