Solitary Scribbler
By Charles W. Bailey

HE SCRIBBLERS, THE SCHOL-

ARs, and the scribes may at

last be able to come to clo-
sure with Richard Nixon. They
have been on his case for a half-
century without ever getting in a
knockout punch; indeed, the only
US. president ever forced to
resign came oh-so-close to sal-
vaging his shattered reputation
before he died. The shelves
already groan under the weight of
books, articles, tapes, and tran-
scripts.

So why bother with another?
Why take one more shot at the Old
Lion?

The answer is simple. President
Nixon: Alone in the White House, by
veteran national political reporter
Richard Reeves, is the best
account, from Nixon’s own per-
spective, of the critical years
between 1968 and 1972, when the
seeds of Watergate and that whole
noxious period were planted.
Reeves offers a carefully researched
and well-crafted history of Nixon’s
attempt to bend the people’s gov-
ernment to his personal biases,
which requires revisiting the plot
to cover up Watergate.

Reeves, who previously pub-
lished a first-rate biography of
President Kennedy, revisits the key
aspects of Nixon’s disastrous Viet-
nam policy and also his one true
diplomatic triumph, the restora-
tion of US. relations with China.
His fascinating account of Nixon’s
meeting with Mao Zedong appears
to draw heavily on the memory
and note-taking skills of Winston
Lord, a young Kissinger aide who
later served as U.S. ambassador to
China.

But the most personal and
revealing part of this book is a
series of memos Reeves has
unearthed, through which he
attempts to show how Nixon lived
his day-to-day life during that crit-
ical period of history, to “recon-
struct the Nixon presidency as it
looked from the center” As the

book’s title suggests, it frequently
looked very, very lonely.

Nixon waited until late at
night to pen these memos to him-
self. He did so when he was alone
in his office, alone in the

this one on his birthday in Jan-
uary 1973, Nixon grapples with his
advancing age, and seems tortured
by what he perceives to be his lack
of accomplishment:

Age- Not as nruch time.

Lincoln bedroom, alone
at Camp David, or alone
across the street in his
monastic hideaway in the
Old Executive Office
building —always alone,
almost always in the dark,
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ing. In such solitary

account of this pre-

precincts, Nixon’s mind
raced as he pondered the
future:

I must get away from the

PRESIDENT NIXON:
Alone in the White House
by Richard Reeves
Simon & Schuster, $35.00

Watergate period,
unlike most earlier
Nixon books, Alone in
the White House doesn’t
focus so much on action

thought of considering the
office at any time a burden. I actu-
ally do not consider it a burden, an
agony, etc ... it is God’s great gift to
me to have the opportunity to exert
leadership, not only for America, but
on the world scene. From this day
forward I am going to look upon it
that way and vise to the challenge
with as much excitement, energy,
enthusiasm, and, wherever possible,
real joy I can muster.

As such passages indicate, self-
appraisal was the dominant theme
in these very private memos.
Nixon had few close friends, and
only limited interaction with his
aides. While these memos do little
to counter the public image of the
president as paranoid and grave,
they do often reveal stunning per-
sonal assessments in which Nixon
strove to change himself. He was
not, of course, a joyful man. But he
resolved to try to be one:

Goals: Personal: 1. Make people have
a memorable experience each day—
2. Be worthy of 15t man in nation
and in world ... Spiritual: Add ele-
ment of lift to each experience ...
Hard work - Imagination - Com-
passion - Understanding of young -
Intellectual expansion - Cool - Strong
- Organized - Temperate ~ Exciting.

His longing for personal
improvement had a darker side—
his frequent feelings of mortality,
which were a subject of his memos,
In one such self-addressed memo,
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(or on Nixon’s aides) as it does on
the president’s personal writing.
But in doing so, it paints a picture
of the president that one can’t help
feeling is very similar to the way
Nixon must have felt himself.
This book may not answer all
the questions about Nixon, but you
won't find another that tells as
much about this enigmatic man.
CHARLES W. BAILEY was White House cor-
respondent during the Jobnson and Nixon admin-
istrations for The Minneapolis Tribune.

Pagan Morality

By Laura Rozen

YHE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUN-
ity has never forgiven journal-

B ist Robert Kaplan for his
award-winning 1993 book Balkan
Ghosts, whose depiction of fero-
cious ethnic hatred in the former
Yugoslavia is said to have spooked
Bill Clinton into withholding US.
troops from Bosnia until late 1995,
until more than 200,000 people
had been slaughtered.

Though Kaplan in fact advocat-
ed US. intervention in Bosnja as
vital to our strategic interest, he is
persona non grata to humanitarians
horrified by his dark view of the
world. In Warrior Politics, Kaplan
summons the great classical writers
on foreign policy and conflict to make
his case for a “realist” Ainerican poli-
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abroad. Those who favor US. inter-
vention may not appreciate Kaplan’s
prescription for an American foreign
policy based on self-interest rather
than humanitarianism. But what is
valuable about Kaplan’s latest book
is that it forces even his opponents to
consider global developments—from
population explosion and environ-
mental degradation to post-colonial
breakdown—and their impact on
our role in the world from a point of
view different than the one found in
conventional news and diplomatic
coverage.

against catastrophe”

He invokes Machiavelli to main-
tain that good statesmanship and
responsible statecraft require political
leaders to facus on the morality of
results, not intentions: “If it isn’t effec-
tive, it can’t be virtuous” Kaplan points
to the United Nations’ decision to
hold a referendum on independence
in East Timor as an example of the sin
of disregarding warnings. Knowing
that a referendum would likely spur
massive violence by anti-independence
forces, the UN. proceéded anyway,
setting off massacres

“This is not an essay
about what to think,”
Kaplan writes in the open-
ing pages of Warvior Poli-
tics, “but about how to
think? Specifically, Kaplan
wishes us to think harder
about how US. values
appear to the rest of the :

Why Leadership Demands
n Pagan Ethoy

WARRIOR
POLITICS

L~

world. Developing coun- | [ROBERT D. KAPLAX]

which prompt Kaplan
to conclude that “in its
startling lack of fore-
sight, weak planning,
and chaotic implemen-
tation, the UNs exercise
in democracy lacked
Machiavellian virtue?
By contrast, Kaplan
praises the decision of

tries try to emulate Amer-
ica’s democratic capitalism
which, Kaplan argues,
places a premium on
putting forth an image of
strength. “If we are weak
militarily—if we aren't able to meet
the rising challenges of warriors—
our political values may be eclipsed
worldwide,” he writes. To bolster this
assertion, Kaplan embarks on a sur-
vey of great thinkers on war and
statesmanship, including Hannibal,
Thucydides, and Machiavelli, and, to
a lesser degree, Churchill, Kant, and
Hobbes, and explains how the
lessons they offer apply to US. for-
eign policy.

Kaplan views ancient Athens as
the best parallel to the modern US,
arguing that both societies’ affluence
softened them to the ever-present bar-
barism that is the downfall of great
societies. Soon after Pericles delivered
his famous funeral oration on the
virtues of the Athenian citizenry, a
plague swept the city and those same
citizens turned on each other like
beasts. “Thus,” Kaplan concludes, “the
mote socially and economically
advanced the time, the more neces-
sary it is for leaders to maintain a sense
of their societies’ fallibility and vul-
nerability: That is the ultimate defense

WARRIOR POLITICS:
Why Leadership Demands
A Pagan Ethos
by Robert Kaplan
Random House, $22.50

Jordan’s King Hussein
to dissolve his pro-
Soviet government and
impose martial law in
1957, and to suppress
rebellious Palestinians
in the 1970s and 1980s. “King Hus-
sein’s antidernocratic acts,” he writes,
“saved his kingdom from forces that
would have been crueler than him-
self--His violence, therefore, was
central to his virtue”

What’s troubling is that Kaplan
offers citizens no way to “institu-
tionalize” the virtue of their rulers.
Though he praises the US. decision
not to insist on democracy and
human rights in places like Jordan,
Egypt, and Turkey, such expedien-
cy seems debatable in the wake of
September 11, as we've come to see
the costs of supporting “friendly”
regimes whose suppressed popula-
tions blame the US. for their polit-
ical grievances. Though he doesn’t
address this argument, Kaplan
knows from experience what such
societies are like. “I saw firsthand
the creation of warriors at Islamic
schools in Pakistani slums,” he
writes in a chapter on Achilles that
eerily anticipates the al Queda
attacks. “The children of those
shanty towns had no moral or patri-
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otic identity except that which their
religious instructors gave them. An
age of chemical and biological
weapons is perfectly suited for reli-
gious martyrdom.”

Beyond Islamic militants, Kaplan
identifies a burgeoning new warrior
class in the criminal underworld of
former Communist countries. He
believes that these new warriors will
also, as a matter of necessity, attack us
without regard for the Geneva Con-
vention: “America’s military superi-
ority guarantees that such new adver-
saries will not fight according to our
notion of fairness: they will come at
us by surprise, asymmetrically, at our
weakest points””

Implicit in Warvior Politics is the
notion that reducing poverty and
political grievances in the develop-
ing world is profoundly in our
national interest. Kaplan puts forth
Gen. George Marshall as the ideal
of level-headed statesmanship for
his focus on necessity and self-
interest. “The Marshall Plan was not
a gift to Europe,” Kaplan writes,
“but an effort to contain Soviet
expansion; when necessity and self-
interest are properly calculated, his-
tory calls such thinking ‘heroic.”
Today’s US. leaders, he implies,
should heed such advice in the case
of poor countries whose extremists
represent the equivalent strategic
threat to the US.

While Kaplan explains the
strategic consequences of environ-
mental degradation, population
explosion, and the vast poverty of the
developing world, he fails to explic-
itly endorse US. investment in reduc-
ing poverty, relieving debt, support-
ing education, and other programs
proven to counter these trends. He
doesn't say why.

Kaplan seems to be arguing for a
bit more realism from humanitarians,
while asking realists to recognize the
value of the progressive agenda:
Humanitarianism serves the national
interest. But Kaplan fails to provide so
vigorous a dissection of today’s real-
ist policies, which will undoubtedly
confirm his outlaw status among
human rights advocates.

LAURA ROZEN writes frequently abour foreign
policy for Salon.com.
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