
fewer and fewer of my congressional colleagues know 
from experience the realities of military life. The 
decline of the citizen-soldier is not healthy for a 
democracy. While it is not currently politically 
practical to revive the draft, it is important to find 
better incentives and opportunities for more young 
Americans to choose service in the military, if 
not for a career, then at least for a limited period of 
time. 

For example, an important responsibility of our 
armed services is peacekeeping around the world. 
Often, this involves non-military activities such as 
constabulary work. The  military should explore 

whether short-term enlistees could fulfill these 
responsibilities, freeing other personnel to perform 
more traditional military duties. 

We should also undertake a campaign to revive 
Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) on college 
campuses across the country. On many campuses, 
ROTC was expelled as a result of protests during 
the Vietnam War. One result has been an ever- 
declining number of college graduates choosing mil- 
itary service as a career. Congress should consider 
linking financial aid to the willingness of colleges to 
allow ROTC back on campus. It is truly outrageous 
that some colleges receive federal aid while forbid- 
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ding access to an organization that promotes the 
defense of our freedoms. 

In America, our rights come before our duties, as 
well they should. We are a free people, and among 
our freedoms is the liberty to care or not care for our 
birthright. But those who claim their liberty but not 
their duty to the civilization that ensures it live a 
half-life, indulging their self-interest a t  the cost of 
their self-respect. The richest men and women pos- 
sess nothing of real value if their lives have no greater 
object than themselves. 

Success, wealth, celebrity gained and kept for 
private interest-these are small things. They make 

us comfortable, ease the way for our chddren, and pur- 
chase a fleeting regard for our lives, but not the self- 
respect that, in the end, matters most. Sacrifice for a 
cause greater than self-interest, however, and you invest 
your life with the eminence of that cause. 

Americans did not fight and win World War I1 
as discrete individuals. Their brave and determined 
energies were mobilized and empowered by a nation- 
al government headed by democratically elected 
leaders. That is how a free society remains free and 
achieves greatness. National service is a crucial means 
of making our patriotism real, to the benefit of both 
ourselves and our country. 
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